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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY

WITNESS: RESSEGUIE, Robert W.

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 20 January 1970
PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon
WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A
COUNSEL: None

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Civilian District Re-
presentative for Quang Ngai Province, District of Binh Son.

1. KNOWLEDGE OF THE MY LAI OPERATION.

‘ Mr. RESSEGUIE was unaware of a report from a village
chief to the Son Tinh District Chief that something unusual
had taken place in My Lai in the time period 15-16 March
1968 (pg. 8). He did not know about a memo to the province
chief from the district chief on this matter (pg. 8). He
never saw or heard any VC propaganda concerning the incident
and was not privy to an ARVN or GVN investigation on the
subject (pgs. 8, 9). Despite his close working relationship
with the Vietnamese and two Vietnamese employees whose Jjob
it was to uncover information for him, he heard nothing
concerning My Lai or Co Lay (pgs. 9, 10, 14). The closest
he ever personally got to the area was the hamlet of An Loc
(pg. 10). It was his opinion that he would have heard of
something on the scale of My Lai because of his relationship
with the Vietnamese and because he was in charge of solatium
payments (pgs. 11, 12). He thought it would have been
impossible to conceal something of this magnitude from the
district chiefs (pgs. 12, 13).

2, OTHER INFORMATION.

‘a. Relationship with U.S. military officers.

IRESSEGUIE had beeﬁ to LZ Dottie only twice and knew
Lieutenant Colonel BARKER very slightly (pg. 7). He was not
familiar with Captain RODRIGUEZ's job (pg. 17). He could not

.
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pinpoint the dates during which Major GAVIN was on leave
(pg. 17).

b. Relationship between military and civilians.

, There was a wide gap between the American military
and the people (pg. 1ll). The rice harvest operation for
1968 was not as successful as it had been the preceding

year because the preparations made by the Americal Division
were not substantial enough (pg. 12). No plans were made to
get all the rice, store it, or distribute it (pg. 19). The
relationship between the District Senior Advisor, Major GAVIN,
and the Districe Chief, Captain YHA, was not close (pg. 20).
RESSEGUIE did not know whose fault this was, or whether this
gap in relations continued after Lieutenant TAN became the
district chief (pg. 22).

c. Military situation.

One could divide the VC controlled area from the
ARVN controlled area by drawing a diagonal line west from - <O
Hill 85 down to the Song Tra Khuc River and somewhat east,
and then to the northwest (pgs. 15, 16). Everything to the
east was VC dominated (pgs. 15, 16). o
_ ™M
d. RESSEGUIE's leave. '

RESSEGUIE was out of the country from 2-19 March
being married (pg. 6). '

. (RESSEGUIE) 2 SUM APP T-189
FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY



'.EOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

EXHIBITS
EXHIBIT : . '
NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTES PAGES
HENDERSON's Report Wit had never seen
R-1 (true copy of R-5) attached VC propa-
' : ganda before.
8
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(The hearing reconvened at 1602 hours, 20 January

1970.)
I0: The hearing will come to order.

RCDR: The following named persons are present: LTG PEERS,
MR MACCRATE, COL ARMSTRONG, and MAJ LYNN. :

The next witness is Mr. Robert W. RESSEGUIE.

: - (MR RESSEGUIE was called as a witness, was sworn
and testified as follows:)

Mr. RESSEGUIE, for the record, will you please
state your full name, occupation, and residence?

A. Robert William RESSEGUIE, I'm a student at Cornell
University, Ithaca, New York, and my address there is 4-C
Pleasant Grove Apartments, Ithaca, New York.

RCDR: Thank you.
I0: Mr. RESSEGUIE, is that the correct pronunciation
of your name? : :
A. No, sir, RESSEGUIE.
Q. ’ RESSEGUIE. Have you had an opportunity to read
the instructions (Exhibit M-57)7?
A, Yes, I have, sir.
Q. Do you understand them or have any questions on
them? '

A, I understand them and I have no questions.
0. Fine. On my left, Mr. RESSEGUIE, is Mr. Robert

MACCRATE who is a civilian attorney. He has volunteered his
services to the Secretary of the Army to assist me in this
investigation and to also provide legal counsel to me and the
other members of this inquiry team. On my right is Colonel
ARMSTRONG who has been designated by the Office of the Chief
of staff to assist in this inquiry. Each of these gentlemen

(RESSEGUIE) 1 : APP T-189
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may address questions to you this afternoon. We also have
other teams that are taking testimony from additional wit-
nesses.

Of course, I will have the final responsibility
for preparing the report, weighing the evidence, determining
the facts, and making findings and recommendations.

We are directing that all of the military person-
nel who appear before this inquiry not discuss their testi-
mony with others. In your instance, as a civilian, we cannot
so direct. But we would request that you not discuss your
testimony in this investigation with others including other
witnesses for this investigation except as you may be required
to do so before a competent administrative, judicial, or
legislative body. It is possible that you may be requested
or directed to appear before one of these committees of Con-
gress. Specifically, there is a possibility that you may be
so requested or directed to appear before the investigating
subcommittee of the House Armed Services Committee. In that
event, anything that you say here would in no way prevent you
from testifying before that body.

I understand you have not been cited by the
military judge in the general court-martial case of the United
States v. Calley, is that correct?

A, T have not beén so cited.

Q. Well, I bring this up only as a remote possibility.
But if at any time you are so cited, vour testimony here would
in no way change either the effect or the applicability of
such an order in either that case or any of the other court-
martial cases which relate to what we now refer to as the

My Lai incident. Do you have any questions at this time?

A. No, sir, I don't.

Q. Mr. RESSEGUIE, will you indicate what your employ-
ment or duty assignment was in the month or March 196872

A, Yes, I was an employee of the State Department

Agency for International Developement and at that time I was
the civilian district representative for USAID, at that time

(RESSEGUIE) 2 APP T-189
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- called CORDS, for Quang Ngai Province, District of Binh Son.
I was in charge of advising the district chief of that dis-
trict on all civilian matters.

Q. How 1ong had you been in that capacity?

A. I had been a district representative for, at that
time, 1 year and 2 months, with a 3 month interval.

from September to December of 1967 when I was not present at
. that district.

Q. Yes. You were present there during Tet and on up
into 1968, then?

A. Yes, I was present there from the 28th of December
through the end of June--28th of December 1967 through the end
of June 1968.

. Q. Yes, which covers that period of March 1968 also.
In June 1968, did you return to the States or did you have a
change of a551gnment?

A. No, I resigned from USAID at that time; proceeded
to Bangkok, Thailand, where my wife was living. On August
lst of that year, the same year, we returned to the United
States. I was not an employee of the Government. Actually I
was on leave without absence at that time until I returned to
Washington in late August of that year.

Q. Do you speak Vietnamese?

A. fee, I do.

Q. Fluently?

A, I got by 3 years without an interpreter. I
wouldn't say I was fluent but I was able to get by on my own.
Q. ' Yes, and do you read it and write it?

A. . Not very much. I can read signs and some things,

but I can't sit down and read a newspaper, for example.

Q. » Can or can't?

(RESSEGUIE) 3 APP T-189
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A, I cannot, without some difficulty.

Q. How about an ordinary letter, for example? Could
you read--

A. (Interposing) Some documents that come by, I

could read. But if they were of any length and in detail
I would have problems.

Q. Since this matter that we now know as the My Lai
incident of 16 March 1968, has come to public attention which
took place in the latter part of September or early October
1969, have you talked to anybody from province, from any of
the advisory teams, or from the Americal Division concerning
what may have transpired there‘at that time? :

A. The only person that I've talked to who was there
at that time was a Mr. Ken SWAINBERG. He was at that time in
the Army assigned to the Revolutionary Development Program

in Quang Ngai. He was assigned to Quang Ngai City itself.

Q. Yes.

A, And he's the only person that I've talked to that
I knew in Vietnam. Except on the phone I talked briefly with
Mr., Jim MAY who was the prov1nce senior adv1sor at that time.
And that's all.

Q. What was the name of the first gentleman you cited?
A major? '
A. He was a--I don' t know his rank, he was--his name

was Kenneth SWAINBERG.

0.  SWAINBERG?

A, ’ He's at Cornell.

Q. Would you spell that for me please?

A, S-W~-A-I~-N-B~E-R-G,.

0. All right.. And he'é at Cornell at the present
time? .

A. :Yes;,

(RESSEGUIE) | 4 APP T-189
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had much contact with were the one or two American Red Cross
people who worked the refugee camps in that area around the
district, and occasionally there would be a Vietnam Christian
Service or a Quaker who might come through and be doing some-
thing in that area. But they were the only civilians

that I--other social organizations that I worked with.

Q. How many of those people remained around after Tet?

A. : Most of them. The Quakers stayed there as far as

I can remember and the Vietnam Christian Service stayed there.
The only ones that I think that left--there was a Canadian
Team there also, I knew them socially but I didn't know them
very well, I worked with them. The IVF volunteer, he remained
I believe off and on. He worked at the province level mainly.
The American Red Cross team, they stayed there as far as I can
remember, also. One that worked up at district was there I
know. ' :

Q. Okay. During the period from the middle of March
onward you remained pretty well at Binh Son then with the ex-
ception of the periodic trip that you'd make to Quang Ngai?

A. With the exception from the 2nd of March until the
16th, I believe that was a Saturday or Sunday; that weekend
anyway, I was getting married. I was in Bangkok, Thailand

[
LN )

for a 2-week period and I returned I believe Sunday or Mon- ;4
day of that week. .
Q. The 16th was a Saturday. g
A. Well, I believe I arrived in country, which would "

be Saigon, on Sunday the 17th and returned to province probably
on Tuesday considering travel time.

N\

Q. That would have made it about the 19th then roughly?
A. Yes; sir.
Q. And I would assume being able to speak Vietnamese,

you had quite a few Vietnamese acquaintances, contacts?
A. Yes, I did.

Q. Were you acquainted with Task Force Barker with its
base in LZ Dottie, located in Binh Son District?

(RESSEGUIE) - 6 | APP T-189
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A. Yes.
Q. Did you ever visit the fire base?
A. I believe I've visited LZ Dottie on two occasions

while Task Force Barker was there and this was with regard to
their civic action team: what they had in mind; what their
civic action teams had to offer; what our programs con-
sisted of; and what we thought their teams could do. Most of
my contact with their people took place at the district head-
quarters when they would come up. I actually was only at Lz
Dottie on two occasions.

Q. Yes. Who would come up to district?
A. Well, I don't recall their names but it would be

a lieutenant and/or a captain and/or an NCO that was working
on the civic actions team. I don't recall their names.

0. The commander there was Colonel BARKER. Had you
met him? :
A. : Only briefly on one or two occasions at briefings

in Quang Ngai City. Now, I used to go down to the briefings
which were held as much as I could. I believe they were on
Friday or Thursday. I can't remember the day, but they would
have weekly briefings and occasionally someone from the Ameri-
cal or from one of the units in the province would--the com-
manding officer or the assistant would come down and I've only
- met him briefly. '

Q. How about the other members of his staff such as
Major CALHOUN, who was his executive officer and also the S3?

A, I don't recall the name.

0. Yes. The S2, a Captain KOTOUC?
A. No.
Q. During this time you were out there at Binh Son or

Quang Ngai, either through official channels or through your
Vietnamese or American friends channels, did you ever hear of
a report from a village chief to the district chief of Son
Tinh pointing out that something unusual happened in My Lai
or Tu Cung on or about the 15th or 16th of March 19687

(RESSEGUIE) 7 APP T-189
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A. No, I never heard anything.

Q. Were you ever aware that the district chief had
directed a memo to the province chief on this same subject?

A, District chief of Binh Son?

Q. No, of Son Tinh?.

A. | I was not aware of it.

Q. Did you ever see any VC propaganda whlch may have

- indicated something unusual took place out in Pinkville or
out in the Batangan Peninsula which involved the killing of
more than a few women and children?

A. No, I never saw any propaganda to that effect.

Q. I have here a document which has been entered into
the record as Exhibit R-~1l. I will show you one of the inclo-
sures and ask if you have ever seen this particular document.

Have you ever heard such broadcasts, or heard anythlng about

such a statement?

(Witness examines the document.)

A. . You want me to read the whole thing, I've never
seen it. '
Q. You can go over it very quickly, the first page

is—--I wouldn't say it's innocuous but it's a rather normal VC
tirade. At the top of the second page and specifically in the
second paragraph is some information which normally is not put
out in Viet Cong propaganda in such a spec1f1c sense.

A. No, I've never seen this before.

Q. Have you ever heard of anything such as this?
A, No. |

0. Have you ever heard of any broadcasts or of any

slogans, any signs, arm bands, any other form of propaganda
which would indicate revenge for something which may have
. taken place in this area?

(RESSEGUIE) 8 APP T-189
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A. I never heard of any incident of this sort related
to this area of Son Tinh District. .

0. Were you ever aware that an investigation was under
way within the GVN or ARVN channels?

A. No, I wasn't.

Q. How about the U.S. side?

A. No.

Q. Through rumors or casual remarks or anything of

this nature did you ever have cause to suspect that something
unusual might have taken place?

A, I might elaborate on my position at this time. 1In
the, I believe it was the second week of January that year,
when the Korean Marines and the U.S. Army were exchanging in
this area, I was located at approximately this point right
here (pointing to Exhibit MAP-1). And there was probably 1,200
refugees from this area and this area (indicating). They were
to be located here temporarily and for 4 days of that week

we were moving into Bo Tinh. Subsequent to that, I spent con-
siderable time in Bo Tinh with these people and during all
that time I never heard of anything that would, you know, al-

- lude to anything that's mentioned in here or My Lai.

0. Now yourére talking about January though, right?
A, That was January when we moved up in that area.
0. ' Yes.

A. For the next 6 months, through June of that

year, I worked rather closely with the people who had come
from here at that time and others who came up from this area.:
I suppose they were mainly from the northern side of this in-
let here (indicating) that had gone up to Bo Tinh. Working
with those people and the Vietnamese officials involved with
us, never did it come to my attention that there had been any
type of advertence in this area.

Q. Another name that we have heard quite often in VC
propaganda and reports is Co Luy, C-0 L-U-Y, which we've

(RESSEGUIE) 9 " APP T-189
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deflned as the coastal strip referred to there as Co Lay (1),
(2), and (3).

A. ' Yes.
Q. Did you ever hear of anything taking place there?
A. No, I haven't. I worked in that area but that was

quite a bit before that. That was in the fall of 1965 through
1966. I worked rather--

Q. (Interposing) Yes. Are you pointing to the Co Luy
'south of the river or-- :

A. (Interp051ng) Yes, I'm pointing to an area south
of the river, that area. You mean north or south of the river?

Q. Well, I'm talking about the area to the north of
the Song Tra Khuc in the area we now see referred to as Co Lay
(L), (2), and (3) right on the coast.

A, I see.
Q. The (3) there, yes.
A, | No, the closest I ever worked to those areas was

between the area, well An Loc.:
Q. 'An Loc, yes?

A. That hamlet there (1ndlcat1ng), I've been out be--
yond there but that is as far as I've worked in that area.

Q. . But you heard nothing concernlng'anythlng trans—
piring in Co Luy or Co Lay? '

A. No, I heard'nothing.
Q. Yes.
A, The closest I've gotten to thlS area is this ham-

let of An Loc beyond this brldge.

- Q. - Yes.

(RESSEGUIE) 10  APP T-189
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A. No, I've heard of no incident in that area of any

sort.
0. I guess you were worklng fairly closely with peo-

ple that had come not from that immediate area, but from the
immediate area there, the adjacent villages and hamlets. Al-
though they were moved to the north several miles there were
still grapevines and so forth which could've brought the in-
formation to you?

A. I would say that if anything had happened here in
this area, the people who had moved to this area and subse-
quently to Bo Tinh, in my opinion they would have known about
it. And to my knowledge nothing was ever said that would al-
lude to an incident of this nature.

Q. You think your persbnal relationship with those
people up at Bo Tinh were such that if they did have some in-
formation, they'd have brought it to you?

- A, Well I would think, from two aspects, one to make
myself feel good, that my realtionship with the people was
such that they would've said something. Secondly, because of
my position which was having access to resources, the fact
that if anything of this nature would have happened, I think
that I would have been one of the first to know about it so
that they could get restitution for what had happened. Now,
other times when a buffalo has gotten killed or a village has
been fired upon by a helicopter or aircraft or something of
this nature it doesn't take very long for the news to come out
one way or another, and invariably we find out about. I don't
feel myself that very much went by, of this type of activity
that was heard about through, as you say, the grapevine. And
I find it very difficult to believe that anything of this mag-
nitude could've taken place without some leakage somewhere.

Q. ‘ Leakage into U.S. channels?

A, Leakage into Vietnamese channels. I can see why

it might not get to American channels simply because of the
communication gap between the American military, not the MACV
advisory units, but the American military and the people, pea-
sants. I think there was a very wide gap there. I don't
think there was that type of a gap between myself and the peo-
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ple I worked with, the GVN Officials, between them and the
people, the peasants in that area. So my feeling is that if
something of that nature did take place, or at least in 'that
magnitude, that the people that I worked with would've heard
about it through either the grapevine or somebody looking for
restitution or looking for, I can't remember the name of it,
but money for burial purposes and things of that nature.

Q.. | They are referred to as solatium payments.
- A. Solatium payments, right, sir.
Q. That's the reason we've been addressing questions

to you concerning possible information from your friends in
the hospitals, for example. People who may have been wounded
may have reported. From your work in the social order, have
you had any contract with the Vietnamese in Quang Ngai at Son

Tinh and Son My Village which could have possibly provided you

even a shred of information?

A. Well one of my friends, an American, he was a male
nurse in Quang Ngai and if I remember correctly he was, I'm
not sure if he was there at that time, I can't say. His name
was Jack THIEL. '

Q. STEEL? .
A. THIEL, T-H-I-E-L.
Q Yes. I believe he lived Wlth Mr. MAY, dldn t he,

in that house for a time?

A. Yes. And I can't remember if he was there, but if

he was he would've heard something I think, or at least he was

in a position to, working in the hospital.
Q. Yes.

A. - And I don't recall him ever saying anything to

that effect because, as I say, I just can't remember if he was
there at that time. Of course, without repeating myself too
much I have felt since I first heard of this My Lai incident

that something of the magnitude that is spoken of in the papers

(RESSEGUIE) 12 APP T-189
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would have been impossible to conceal from the district chiefs
or from the local refugees, social welfare and RD officials.

0. ‘Now that you've brought that out, I would respect
that as quite a normal situation and a normal reaction. Now
think back a little bit and think what the situation was in
this immediate post-Tet period?

A. " Yes.

Q. We're talking about roughly 45 days after Tet.
A. I see.

Q. But that didn't hean that the Tet Offensive was

completed. I would imagine in Quang Ngai, as other areas, in
some areas it went on for as long as 38 days. So would this
have changed the complexion of the picture?

A. Well, I don't think so because of the areas we're
talking about, the area of Bo Tinh and that, where these peo-
ple would have gone to that I had contact with at that area.
Now our efforts out there were greater at this time than they
had been prior to the first of the year, because of the type
of programs that we were working on out there, the safe hamlet
type of programs. And I don't think the situation out there
was anhy different because of Tet. Tet didn't effect Bo Tinh
very much. The situation I don't believe was that much changed
because of Tet, as far as official refugee, social welfare, or
RVN officials at the province level. Now their time, especially
the RD officials, was more occupied with areas immediately
around the district headgquarters area, getting the RD teams
back into the villages and hamlets. The refugee and social
welfare people had a bit more, though I wouldn't say an '
excessive amount of; I would say an awful lot more work to do
because of Tet in that area, Binh Son. So that these people,
the refugee and social welfare people, did spend time out in
Bo Tinh with these people who came from this area. I would
say some of them came from My Lai area but probably the bulk
of them came from the area just adjacent to the north. But
they did spend considerable time out there. If those people
were going to say anything or knew of anything, there wouldn't
have been any less an opportunity for them to say it after Tet.

(RESSEGUIE) ' _ 13 . APP T-189
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Q. Yes. But let's assume now that even in Binh Son,
which definitely wasn't as hard put, in the same sense as Son
Tinh and Quang Ngal, those immediate environs, but let's say

he did pick up a piece of 1nformat10n, because of his local
situation, trying to get RF companies back out of the city and
back out on the outpost where they belong and taking back over
the countryside where this huge vacuum had been created, could-
n't they have been so busy and so involved in that even though
they had any other information they would shuck it off as being
relatively unimportant. .

A, It is gquite possible. The other source of infor-
mation that I banked on considerably was two people that worked
for me. One was a local Vietnamese from Quang Ngai City and
the other was, well, I believe he was what they refer to as a
Nung.

Q. A Nung?

A, Yes, he was from Danang. But he was my driver.

And the other fellow was what I would refer to as my field man.
And I would send him out to hamlets, Bo Tinh being one of them,
to stay for 2 or 3 days depending on what needed to be

done out there. When I went out my driver usually went with
me and he would go off on his own. I had a general habit of
telling them to keep their ears open to anything, local gos-
sip, and anything of that nature that they would have told me.
And they didn't.

Q.. The Nungs proved their loyality more than a few
times.

“A. Yeé.

Q. Nung is actually Chinese.

A, I didn't know that.

Mr. MACCRATE: How far to the north was Bo Tlnh ~where you had
this safe hamlet?

I0: You might look on this other map (Exhibit MAP-5) over

Mr. RESSEGUIE. Just move that one aside and you can see all
the way up to Chu Lai.

(RESSEGUIE) 14 APP T-189
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A. Son Tinh is here, the Batangan Peninsula is here.
It was just about, just a little bit more than, 2 to 3
kilometers at the most to the east and north of the district
headgquarters.

MR MACCRATE: So it was guite a distance further north that this
group moved after January.

A. Yes.

Q. - And so that we're talking really about information
moving from this Son My area over a number of kilometers up to
people who had been really physically separated from their
environment? ’

A. That's correct. The initial move of people was
that second week of January. They were located around this
area and they came from this area in here (indicating the
Batangan Peninsula area). Some moved up here. Subsequent
to that, there were additional people either brought in by
helicopter, or who came up by boat, or who just walked up.
There was also people who, once here, left and went back.

Now the ratio of those who came and left and went back again,
who might have picked up information, I don't know.

Q. This movement that you described, the subsequent
movement, was then still in the spring of 196872

“A. Yes, this would have taken place, on, I would
say there were people coming in through April. There may
have been some that came up as late as May.

Q. To what extent did you find VC domination of an
‘area tended to close out the information that you were get-
ting from that area? We have had explained to us that there
was a diagonal line that ran roughly west of Hill 85, running
down to the Song Tra Khuc and somewhat to the east and then
as it moved northward moving westward. And that everything
to the east of that line was VC dominated and you did not go
in without a military operation and that the information
coming from this area was quite scattered and depended upon
those who might be making their way to market or coming in for
some other purpose into the Quang Ngai City area. Would that
fairly describe the situation that you knew?

. (RESSEGUIE) - 15 o .~ APP T-189
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A. ’ Yes, that's an accurate description I'd say.
This area out in here was pretty well closed off to anybody
except a fairly large military type operation.

Q. On the other hand we do understand that some
people made their way out of Son My Village to the hospital
at Quang Ngai City?

A, I don't think that's an impossibility. I believe,
although I can't vouch for any of it, that there were a lot of
fishing people along here and to my knowledge many of them
did a lot of trading down in Phu Tah, the port which would

be right in the mouth of the Tra Khuc River.

I0: Yes. Right near the naval base there, the junk
base. -

A. Yes, right opposite there.

Q. Yes. |

A.  And I don't think it was unknown that people came

from this area down here by boat. If not by boat, there
was traffic along this road here.

MR MACCRATE: 521?

A. I don't know the number but this road right here.
Q. Yes, that is 521.
A, Yes. There was traffic along this road to the

market areas around the citadel here and on in further. And

" many of these people trading came from this area back in here,
so there wasn't--and Lambrettas use to run to this area '
out in here os it was not impossible for people to come in.

Q. Did you know the personnel, the U.S. personnel, at
the Son Tinh District headquarters?

A. I believe Major GAVIN. I don't know whether he's
a Lieutenant Colonel yet or not. He was the district senior
advisor and I don't know his assistant's name.
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Q. You remember a Captain RODRIQUEZ?

‘A. Yes, I do.
Q. Do you reca.il anything about Captain RODRIGUEZ and

his operation, what his responsibility was, how he functioned?

A. No, I couldn't say because I didn't visit district
- headquarters, Son Tinh very often. I split my time in the spring
of 1967 between Son Tinh and Binh Son. But after that time
~ from say July 7th on, I didn't do any work in Son Tinh at all.

So I knew Captain RODRIGUEZ. I don't know what his functions
were in that particular team. ' ‘

Q. Were you aware that Major GAVIN was absent for a
period of an extended leave during the spring of 1968? We
understand that there was a time he was absent and he was
married at this time, in fact, while he was on leave. Does
that ring any bell with you? We've been trying to fix the
time that he was absent. One of the witnesses has related
it to Easter which fell on the 1l4th of April.

~A. I don't think I can be specific. I recall that he
went on home leave, I believe, and then came back for a second
assignment at Son Tinh District. This must have been, it had
to be prior to June of that year anyway because I left then.
And he was back by that time as far as 1 can recail. But when
he left and went to the States I just don't know.

Q. Do you recall when you visited Task Force Barker
at LZ Dottie and met with the civil action team there? Can you
fix that in a time zone?

A. It was after Tet. About how long after Tet? Well,
it was between Tet and when I left on my 2-week leave which
was-~I left on a flight out on the 2nd of March, it was a Sat-
urday, I believe. And I must have left Quang Ngai going on
leave the Wednesday or Thursday of that preceeding week. So

it would be some time between. In fact, let me see, I returned
I wasn't in Quang Ngai at Tet. I didn't return until the 8th
of February to Binh Son. Then I left again on the last

day or next to the last of February. So visited that area
during that time, but I can't nail down a day. '
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Q. But you would suggest‘that it would be late in
February 1968 that you visited LZ Dottie?
A. _ Yes, it was between that time.
Q. Did you take away any general appraisal of the

people with whom you dealt there? Were you terribly discouraged
or pleased? Was this one of the weaker spots or one of the
happier spots? Was there a special recollection that you took
away from it?

A. Well, it wasn't the best visit I ever had to a place
because they had just take over what had been a Korean AO,

and they had a lot of military problems. Although they had a
civic action team and they had a officer in charge of the civic
action team, I didn't get the attention that I probably would
like to have got on my visit there.

Q. Now was this civic action team actually with the
task force or was this someone that had come over from the

11th Brigade at Duc Pho under whose command the task force

operated?

A. I really don't know. The only thing I know is that
they were they and assigned to the task force area at LZ
Dottie.

Q. And you can't recall any of the individuals involved?
A. - No.
I0: One of things that we understand is that when they

completed this operation, at least some of the companies, I'm
not sure all the companies were involved in it, but some of the
companies deployed further north in a rice harvest protection
operation. I believe you normally refer to this as Golden
Fleece. This would be about the 20th or the 224 when the
companies deployed in that area. Do you recall that?

A, No.

Q. A/1/20, and I would understand that they had their
headquarters on a hill which was referred to as Monastery Hill.
(RESSEGUIE) 18 APP T-189
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A. I don't recall that name, the monastery. All that I
recall of the rice harvest operation was that it wasn't very
organized. At diestrict we didn't get very excited about it be-
cause it appeared to us, at that time anyway, that preparations
weren't substantial enough to really get all the rice, or what
they were 901ng to do with it, where it was going to be stored,
and who was going to get lt.

Q. Who planed the operation, do you know?
A. Well
Q. (Ihterposing) You were connected with this sort of

business there at Binh Son. Had it been planned at district?

A. Not the initial plans, no. The initial plans, to my
knowledge, came from the American Division and we at district were
the rice, where we thought the rice would be, and the avenues for
getting it to specific places. But as I recall, compared to the
previous year, it was not very extensive or successful. Nor

did we get very involved in it. I don't recall how much rice
came into district. Some did come in to district warehouses,
actually to one district warehouse that was there, and this

was subsequently distributed by the district chief to the

refugee camps. But I just don't know what happened to all

of the rice that was taken in and I don't really recall all

the area they went into to gather it because these were mili-
tary operations. I did not go out on any of these rice har-
vesting operations. So that's the extent of my knowledge.

Q. The initial orders came from the lelSlOn or from
the mllltary units and not from the GVN or the CORDS side of
the house?

A, Right, to my knowledge these came out of division.
These Golden Fleece were military operations which I believe
were initiated by the Marines when they were in that area.
The CORDS were of course brought in on it because of their
role there, but I believe it was secondary to the actual ini-
tiation of this plan.

0. Well, as in several other cases, Mr. RESSEGUIE,

you've been very helpful. I wouldn't say that we've hit a dry
well, because you have provided us a lot of information, back-
ground and insight into different areas. : :
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_ This will be very helpful actually in trying to
portray the situation in the area at "‘that time. _

MR MACCRATE: Mr. RESSEGUIE, there was information at Son Tinh
. District. This information seems only to have been shared on
a limited basis. You were obviously a very respected member
of this team and one that had considerable knowledge. We
heard your name all around as we talked to various people who
had been there and I would appreciate your evaluation of any
problems that you were aware of in the Son Tinh District head-
gquarters that might suggest why this 1nformatlon may have
stopped short of distribution.

A, Well my impression of Son Tinh District, in terms
of the relationship between the MACV advisory team and the
district Vietnamese team, was that there was a substantial

gap in relations and I don't believe that this hill, which is
where district is located, I don't believe there was a team
working up there. This is only from heresay and a few visits.
that I've made to that headquarters. That it was more of a,
on the American side, a military enclave rather than a joint
military and civilian operation. By that I mean that the em-
phasis was on military efforts rather than on both military
and civilian efforts. I don't believe that there were close
enough relationships between the district senior advisor and
the district chief's confiding in the advisor. Now pertain-
ing to mllltary matters, if there was an imminent attack, let's
say that evenlng, why, I believe they'd talk about it and pre-
pare. But I'm not sure that regarding other types of matters
that the district senior advisor.

Q. '~ But Mr. SITTIG had pretty good.relations, did he
not?

A, | I'm not--

Q. | (Interposing) With the distriCt chief?

A. Yes, I;m'not referring to him though.

Q. But Mr. SITTIG wes there and he indicates that he

was not made aware of what the district chief knew.
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A. Well, I can only say that's quite possible. I
would say that Mr. SITTIG, in my observation, would be that
he had good relationships with the Vietnamese officials, Mr.
CHI and his staff, at the district. Now I can't honestly
say that I know who the district chief was at that time.

Q. You remember Lieutenant TAN? T-A-N.

" A. Yes. I don't recall the name. The district chief
that I knew at the time that I visited was Captain YHA (pho-
netic). And the one--I really didn't know the district chief.
So when I say I don't think the district senior advisor and
the district chief had real good relationship that implies
that I'm laying the fault on the district senior advisor.

But I can't honestly say that it might not have been the dis-
trict chief's fault.

Q. Do you know when the changée occurred, with the
district chiefs? Was that just at the beginning of 19682

A. I believe it had to be after the first of the year
'because as I recall when I left province to return to dis-
trict on the 28th of December, that Captain YHA was still
there and it must have been shortly thereafter that he was
brought back to province to work. But I cannot name a date.

IO: That's about as I recall, I think it was either
late December or early January that TAN took over.

MR MACCRATE: So we had new relationships?

A. Yes.

Q. : The relatlonshlp that you saw between the district
chief and the district senior advisor that would have been
the relationship which existed between Captain YHA and Major
GAVIN, at the time? ,

A. In the main, yeé.

Q. Yes. - But, do you know whether this persisted

" after Lieutenant TAN came in?
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A. I can't say that I ever saw the two, the new dis-
trict chief and the district senior advisor, together on any
of my visits to that headquarters after that time. I can re-
call when Captain YHA was there, but I can't say that I real-
ly recall observing both of them together, when it was the
new district chief. What I base my opinions on after Captain
YHA, was what I heard mainly.

Q. Now up until Tet or thereabouts, if I'm not nis~
taken, YHA and for that matter TAN lived down in the district
or in the village by the dlstrlct, which I believe is Ly Loeg?

A. Well; the district headquarters is--

Q. . (Interposing) Generally located on the hill to
the southeast from there isn't it?

A. Yes. The district headquarters, I believe, is on
this hill here (indicating hill on map). No, below this
hill, its-blockedvout here. o

Q. Yes.‘ _
A. | A sﬁaller hill right here.
: Q. Yes;
A, » There it is, An Son, that hill right there.
Q. Yes, but up to this time the district Chlef llved

in the village downtown?

A. ' Well, I can't say for sure for there were times
when they all were up on top of the hill. But I do believe
that Captain YHA moved his headquarters down into the com-
pound down there just off the main road.

Q. That's what I was lead to believe but that then
they all joined up together on top of the hill and would go
down and do district business during the daylight hours, but
would return to the subsector headquarters during hours of
darkness.
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A. That was the general procedure. I don't know
exactly when Captain YHA had his nighttime headquarters down
there, but I do believe there was a period of time or at
least an intermittent period which he did stay down in that
lower headquarters.

I0: I'd like to thank you very much for coming in
today.

This hearing will recess.

(The hearing recessed at 1703 hours, 20 January
1970.)
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY

WITNESS: CRADDOCK,; George L. SFC
DATE OF TESTIMONY: 20 January 1970
PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon
WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A

COUNSEL: None

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Assigned to the Son
Tinh Subsector as the civic action Psyops. advisor.

1.  KNOWLEDGE ABOUT THE MY LAI OPERATION.

CRADDOCK did not know that Task Force Barker had a
temporary AO extension into the 2d ARVN Division's AO
in mid-March 1968 (pg. 5). However, he did know about
operations into the Son Tinh District (pgs. 5, 6).

2. ~ KNOWLEDGE ABOUT AN INVESTIGATION OF THE INCIDENT.

CRADDOCK never heard about a report coming into
the Vietnamese district chief from the Son My Village
Chief (pgs. 6, 7). He never heard of a report prepared by
the district chief for the prov1nce chief concernlng
what might have transpired in the Son My area in mid- March
(pg. 7). The witness never saw either of TAN's letters to
KHIEN (Exhibits M-28, M-34) (pgs. 7, 8). He never saw Or
heard about RODRIGUEZ s statement (Exhibit M-30) {(pg. 8).
He saw .no VC propaganda focusing on the Son My area
(pg. 10). He heard nothing about an investigation being
conducted by the U.S., GVN, or ARVN's into something
that might have happened in the Pinkville area in mid-March
(pgs. 12, 13).

3. - OTHER INFQRMATION.
a. The only person to whom he had spoken about the
My Lai incident since it broke in the press was Sergeant

JOHNSON from Task Force Barker (pg. 3).
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b. CRADDOCK's primary military duty was to assess
bomb or artillery damage and pay the Vietnamese for it
(pg. 3). On the a@ivil side they started newspapers
and worked with refugees (pgs. 3, 4).
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EXHIBITS
EXHIBIT
NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTFES PAGES
. TAN's letter to KHIEN, I Wit had never seen
M-28 |28 Mar. .before. 7
Wit had never seen
M-30 |Statement of RODRIGUEZ before. 8
) TAN's letter to KHIEN, Wit had never seen
M-34 |11 Apr (trans) (Quang before. 8
Ngai Prov)
: Wit had never seen
R-1 HENDERSON's Report VC propaganda in- 10
: closure.
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(The hearing reconvened at 1338 hours, 20 January

1970.)
I0: The hearing will come to order.
RCDR: The following named persons are present: LTG PEERS,

MR MACCRATE, COL. ARMSTRONG, and MAJ LYNN.
Sir, the next witness is Sergeant George L. CRADDOCK.

(SGT CRADDOCK was called as a witness, was sworn, and
testified as follows:) ,

Sergeant CRADDOCK, for the record, will you please
state your full name, grade, Social Securlty number, organiza-
tlon, and statlon° :

A. George L. CRADDOCK, Sergeant First Class,
4Intelllgence School, Intelllgence Analyst CourSe, Fort Hollablrd
Maryland. :

I0: Sergeant CRADDOCK, have you had an opportunlty to
read the 1nstructlons7_ :

A, | Yes, sir.
Q. Do you understand them, or do you have any questions?
A. Yes, sir. I understand them, and I have no questions;
Q. Sergeant CRADDOCK, aside from myself, here on my left

is Mr. Robert MACCRATE who has volunteered his services to Secre-
tary RESOR to assist me in this inquiry and also to provide legal
counsel to me and other members of the inquiry team. On my right
'is Colonel ARMSTRONG who has been assigned by the Office of the
Chief of Staff as an assistant to help me in the conduct of this
inguiry. Each of them may address questions to you this after-
noon, as well as myself. We have other groups of people on the
inquiry team who are likewise taking testimony from people. In

- the final analysis, however, I will be respon51b1e for putting

together the report, weighing the evidence, and also making the
findings and the recommendations.

You are ordered not to discuss your testimony in this
investigation with others, including other witnesses for this
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investigation, except as may be necessary in the performance
of official duty or as you may be required so to do before a
competent judicial, administrative, or legislative body. I
use the term legislative because there is a possibility that
you will be required to appear before one of the committees
of the Congress; most likely, the investigation subcommittee
of the House Armed Serxrvices Committee, in which event your
appearance here will in no way affect your appearance or your
testimony before that body. To my knowledge you have not
been cited by the military judge in the general court-martial
case of the United States v. Calley. Is that correct?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. I don't think you will be, but should you ever be
cited by either that military judge or any of the other mili-
tary judges serving in the cases related to the My Lai inci-
dent, your appearance here would in no way change the effect
or the applicability of such orders. Do you have  any ques-
tions at this t1me9

Q. Sergeant CRADDOCK, will you indicate your-duty.
assignment in about the middle of March 1968?

A. Yes, sir. I was assigned to the Son Tinh Subsector
as the civic action PSYOP advisor.

Q. How long had you served in that capacity?

A. .~ From about the middle vof July 1967. |

Q. When did you leave the job?

A. In June 1968,

Q. About a year, then?

A. . Yes, sir.

Q. Do you speak Vietnamese?
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A. Just a little, sir. I had 8 months of it at Fort
Bliss, Texas. ' ’

Q. Do you read it and write it?

A. ¥es, sir.

Q- ~ Since the matter of the My Lai incident became a

matter of public knowledge, Sergeant CRADDOCK, Whlch took
place in- about September, October 1969, which is to say 4 or
5 months ago, have you had any discussions with anybody con-
cerning the My Lai incident or its investigative process,
anybody from your subsector team or from the sector team or
from the 2d ARVN Division adv1sory team or the personnel from
" the Amerlcal Division?

A. No one from the subsector team that I was with. I
haven't seen any of those since I left. There was one sergeant,
Master Sergeant JOHNSON, in the S3 section that I work in at
Fort Benning. I believe he was assigned to Task Force Barker,
in that area, and he mentioned, you know, that My Lal was in
Son Tinh, did I know anything about it, and things like that?
But aside from that, I think that was the only pexrson.

Q. You indicated you were a noncommissioned officer
advisor worklng in the area of civic actlon and psychologlcalb
operatlons in Son Tinh District?

A. Yes, sir.
0. Would you explain what your duties were?
A. Yes, sir. Primarily, I worked with the mllltary,

‘the Vietnamese mllltary sergeant in charge of civic action in
the civilian sector. Our primary duty in the military was to
‘assess bomb damages, things like that, out in the neighboring
villages when an American plane would drop a bomb, or maybe
~some of the artlllery would go off in the wrong area, some-~
thing like this. We'd go out and assess how much damage was
done, and pay these people so much money to fix their houses
and things like this. In the civilian aspect, we set up,
like, MEDCAPS, and we started newspapers which were distri-
buted around the villages, and things like this.
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Q. You knew him, though?
A. Right, sir.
Q. ‘Do you know whéther DAWKINS spoke Vietnamese or not?
A. No, sir. I don;t think so.
Q. Did ybu work at all with Mr, SITTIG?
~A. | Right, he was a civilian. He was working with USAID,

and he assisted sometimes on MEDCAPS and things like this. He
got us a lot of equipment and thlngs of thlS nature. : '

Q. ~Were you famlllar with Task Force Barker?

A. I was familiar with its location, you know, general
location. I dldn t know too much about 1t. No, sir.

Q. __Had you ever been up to visit them up at LZ Dottie?
A, Nof_sif. |
Q. Were you'familiér with their general area of opera—.
tiqns? : ' : - ’ ' ,
A, Yes, sir.
Q. Which is generally where?
A, It was north. It was more in the Binh Son District.

They had operational control in that district, up in there.

Q. Were you aware, as is shown on this map here, Ser-
geant CRADDOCK, of the fact that they had a temporary AO ‘exten-
sion down in the area of the 2d ARVN DlVlSlon (referrlng to '
Exhlblt MAP-1)7?

A. No, sir.

Q. This would have been in the perlod of about the
middle of March 1968. That would be generally due east, maybe
a little bit north of where you were located. You were located
on Highway 1 over there,'lf you will notice, in Son Tinh Dis-
trict. Did you ever hear anythlng about their operatlons out
~into thlS area°‘

(CRADDOCK) 5 APP T-187

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

A. - Yes, sir. They operated throughout this area up
~in here, and there was a couple of times, you know, they came
down and talked to the senior advisor. Everyone had to get
permission to fire artlllery and things like this into our
area. So it was my impression that they were gettlng permis=
sion to operate in our area and 11ke thlS.

Q. ‘Your area was pretty far. This actually was the
area of the 2d ARVN D1v151on, wasn't it?

A. Right, it actually belonged to them, but we were
the advisors from the river north to about here (indicating

on Exhibit MAP-1), and we had more or less control of artil-
lery and things like that. If any American artillery or some-
thing wanted to fire in there, they had to call first and get
permission in case we had outposts and things like this around
the area.

Q.’ Now, I know that I m trylng to take you back quite
Va llttle ways==

A. (Interp051ng) Right. I have been trying to think
back that far. ‘ ' o :

Q. Well, it's now January 1970, and I'm taking you
back 22 months ago, but I would ask that you try to recollect
to the very best of your capability as to what transpired and
what you saw or what you may have heard, because these things
become gquite relevant in what we are d01n3. I also know that
‘the very many, many district teams that I've worked with and
that I've inspected and that I've talked to, the district
teams, of necessity, all live very closely together. There
really isn't much distinction between the officers and the
enlisted personnel. It's just a small group of people work-
ing together, trying to accomplish a mutual objective. So,
~generally speaking, I think I'm trying to indicate to you
that you'd probably know more in a situation such as this
than most sergeants_first class would, as far as a tactical
organization is concerned. ‘

A. Right.
Q. ' Did you ever hear of a report coming into district

‘from the Son My Vlllage chief, coming to the district chief
about-— ' ' o
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A. (Interposing) Vietnamese district chief?

Q. ~ Yes.

A. No, sir.

Q. Do you remember who your district chief was at that
time? . . - ,

A. In March, I think it was Lieutenant TAN.

Q. Yes, T-A-N?

A. Right, T-A-N. I wouldn't remember. You mean mes-
sages coming in from the Vletnamese, from Son My to--

Q. - (InterPOSLng) Yes.

A. We wouldn't get involved in that, because that would

come through the Vletnamese channels.

Q. Yes, but you lived and worked with the Vletnamese,
‘dldn t you7 Dldn t they normally—-'

A. (Interposing) They had an operational bunker sep- .
arate from ours. We were on the American channel only.

Q. I'm just thinking, though, that if the district chief
received a report that he very likely, or his intelligence peo-
ple, would make it known to the members of the American team
that were serving as his advisors?

A. I don't remember any reports. No, sir.

Q. Did you ever hear of a report which the Son Tinh
District chief was preparing for the province chief concerning
what might have transplred out 1n Son My area in about the
mlddle of March?

aA. You mean after March that he was preparing? No, sir.
Q. I have here Exhibit M-28, which is a memorandum from

the district chief to the province chlef dated 28 March. Were
you ever familiar with anything like this?

(CRADDOCK) 7 | APP T-187

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

A. No, sir.

Q. I have here Exhibit M—34 which is dated .the llth
of April, from the district chief to the province chief. Did
anybody ever talk to you about anything like that? :

A. No, sir. First I've even imagined.

Q. You'll notlce that a copy of it was sent to the 2d
" ARVN Division headquarters. You'll also notice that a copy of
it went to MACV, Quang Ngai Sector. Nobody on your team ever
indicated that they knew anything about that?

A. _ No, sir.

Q. I have here Exhibit M-30, dated 14 April 1968, which
is a statement signed by Captaln Angel M. RODRIGUEZ. The copy
you are looking at, sergeant, is very difficult to read. We
have a clear copy underneath it.

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did-Captain_RQDRIGUEZ ever talk to you about that?
A. No, sir. |
Q. _ Did Captain RODRIGUEZ speak or read or write Viet-
namese?

A. | No, sir. He didn't.

Q. If he had this translated, then-—you 11 notice he

cited the letter of 11 April--and if he had that translated,
somebody would have to do it for him, wouldn't they?

Q. And he also talks about a letter from the wvillage
chief of Son My Village. If that were in Vietnamese, he'd have
to have somebody translate that?

A. Right.

Q. Did you ever see the original Vletnamese versions
and asked to translate them?
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A. No, sir. We had a Vietnamese interpreter. Probably
he would have been used if he used anyone. This is the first
I've even known about it, when it was in the papers, when it
first came out in the papers. That was the first I'd heard
about it. I don't know, we were pretty close. I don't know
how they kept it from me, but this is the first I knew about it.

Q. Captain RODRIGUEZ nevér mentioned this to you?
A, No, sir. |
- Q. Do you remember when Major GAVIN left to go to the
United States?
A. Right, he left, I think, in May.
Q. May? |
A. I believé it was in May, because I left before he

came back, I believe. I am pretty sure it was in May, April
or May.

Q. Well, if he were absent at this particular time--I
believe this was a re-up leave, or an extension leave?

A. ' Right, he extended for 6 months, and I'm pretty sure

it was in May, because his time was up in May, and I believe he

extended just before his time was up. -

Q. We have a pretty good indication that he returned

- from his extension leave back to the United States just about
in the middle of April.

A. In the middle of April?

Q. So he would have been there maybe a couple of months
prior to your departure. You left in June, didn't you say?

A, I left in June, rlght, sir.

MR MACCRATE: We are told that Easter in 1968 was the 1l4th of
April, if that helps you to fix any time.

A, Not really. I don t remember Easter, for that mat-~
ter. If you say he came back in April, then he came back. But
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FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

I thought he came back just befbre I left, because I went down
to the sector about the last week of May, I think.

I0: Well, the important thing is, from your point of
view as far as this document is concerned, you were not made
privy to the document or the information contained in it?

A. No, sir.

Q. Since it is signed by RODRIGUEZ, I think it is
logical to assume that at that time Major GAVIN was not there.
Did you ever see any Viet Cong propaganda, which focused upon
the Son My area, using the terms which are generally known in
that area, not which are on the map, like My Lai? My Lai was
generally referred to as Tu Cung and Co Luy, C-O L-U-Y.

A. No, sir.

Q. I have here Exhibit R-1, dated 24 April 1968, and

I would like to show you one of the inclosures to this report.
This is a two-page piece of VC propaganda, and I'd like to

have you look at that and see if you have ever seen this parti-
cular piece of propaganda or anythlng quite like it. Did you
ever see that? ,

Al ' No, sir. |

Q. Did yoﬁ ever hear ébout anything like that?

A. | No, sir. |

Q. You were accustomed to seeing a lot of propaganda

like that on the first page, I would imagine, were you not?

A. Right, we would pick up some leaflets when we'd

go on operations. We'd maybe pick up some leaflets that would
be laying around, but usually they'd just be pictures with a
couple two or three words, like, "American, go home,". something
of that nature, but nothing like a whole page or anything llke
that.

‘Q. Did you have many visits by the senior officers of
the tactical units, like from the Americal Division or the 1llth
Brigade, stop by to see your people at your district, Son Tinh?

(CRADDOCK) : 10 : APP T-187
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A. I don't remember their names, with the exception of
Colonel BARKER. I remember him coming down a couple of times.

We did get some visits from him. I don't know whether that was

a full colonel that came down or where he was from. I don't
remember where he was from. The only one I remember specifically
was Colonel BARKER. ' He came down a couple of times, because T

- worked with hlS civic actlon offlcer one tlme.

Q. Did you ever see the commander of the llth Brlgade
_there, who was a Colonel then?

A. What was his name, sir?

Q. By the name of HENDERSON? Along about that later
‘part of March or April? ' '

.A. I don't remember hlm. Ne, sir.’

Q. Did many of the staff officers from Task Force

Barker stop in?

4
A. Well, the main one was a captain. I think he was
the S5 or G5. He came down, and we set up a MEDCAP one time
on one of our hamlets, and he used to come down about once a
week there for about a month before they moved or something
like that, and he didn't come down any more. That was about
the only one that came down there, you know, more than two or
three times.

0. Did they come down there very often to also pick up
the National Police, and I think you had some ARVN personnel
there as well?

A, We had ARVN there, right.
Q. Do you know the name of the captain that came in?
A. No, sir. I don't remember his name. He was a real

tall captain. I don't remember what his name was.

0.. ' Was his name KOTOUC?

A, No, sir.

Q. ' Intelligence officer for Task Force Barker?
(CRADDOCK) 11 APP T~187
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A A captain? I don't remember him. No, sir.

Q. Do you recall a Major CALHOUN?

A. | No. |

Q. - From the l1lth Brigade, did you ever see or hear of

a Colonel BLACKLEDGE?

A. No, sir.
Q. A Major MCKNIGHT?
A. I don't remember. Seems like maybe Major MCKNIGHT's

name is familiar, but I'm not sure.

Q. What about from the Americal Division headquarters?
General KOSTER, you'd remember if he stopped by?

A. No, sir. He didn't stop by.

Q. How about General YOUNG? Y-O-U-N-G?

A. No, sir.

Q. I have here some pictures, and you can see the names

on them: Colonel HENDERSON, Major CALHOUN, Captain KOTOUC, and
this is Colonel BLACKLEDGE. Take a look at those and see if you
recall any of those people having been there.

A. I remember this name, MCKNIGHT. Maybe he was dif-
ferent in fatigues and dirty and all that, but that doesn't
look like hlm.

Q. Remember, you are looking at the green uniform there,
not the jungle fatigues.

A. Right. I can't say for certain whether he was ever
there or not, sir.

Q. Let it be known for the record that he was. shown

the pictures of Colonel HENDERSON, Lieutenant Colonel BLACKLEDGE,
Major CALHOUN, Major MCKNIGHT, and Captain KOTOUC. He does not
identify any of them with the pictures. While you were there,
Sergeant CRADDOCK, did you hear anything at all concerning an
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~investigation being conducted by the GVN or the ARVN's as to
what might have happened in this Pinkville area about that time?

A. No, sir. Like I say, the first time that I even had .
any inkling that anything had happened at My Lai or any place
like that was when it came out in the newspapers.

C Q. Don't you think it rather preposterous, though, that
this business could have been going on right in the district
~headquarters and the sector headquarters? You are part of this
small sector team, and you wouldn't know anything about this?

A. - No, sir.
Q. Seems rather unusual, doesnit it?
LA, Yes, sir. It does at this time.
0. Oflcourse, you don't know what else went‘on that

vou didn't know about either?
A. Right, sir.

Q. Did you ever hear of an investigation béing conducted
on the U.S. side?

(Witness shakes head in the negative.)

MR MACCRATE: - In addition to yourself, Sergeant CRADDOCK, were
there any other enlisted personnel at the Son Tinh District?

A, Yes, sir. We had a light infantrymen advisor. I
don't remember his name, though. He was an SFC. We had a
radio operator who was a PFC LANCE. We had a medic, and I
don't remember his name either. He was an SFC.

Q. What kind of equipment did you have so far as type-
writers were concerned? Did you have one typewriter or more?

A, We had one typeWriter that, I believe, belonged to.
the Vietnamese. You know, they'd prov1de us with equipment,
but we did have one typewriter. Yes, sir.

Q. Who worked that typewriter when it was worked?

(CRADDOCK) 13 APP T-187
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A. Oh, myself, and I don't know whether Captain
RODRIGUEZ ever did. I believe he probably used it sometimes
to write up reports with. Mr. SITTIG, I think he used it
quite a bit. That would be about all that used it.

10: How about the medic?

A. The medic?

Q. Yes.

A, He usually made monthly reports for equipment, but

I think he wrote his out in longhand. I don't think he typed.
Q. Who used to type your monthly district reports?

A. Captain RODRIGUEZ typed it. You mean, like, what
villages belonged to the VC? .

Q. Well, you used to have to write out your HES reports,
for example, then you would have to write an analysis. You also
had to explain what you did for civic action; you had to explain
what you did PSYOPS; you had to explain what you did DIOCC, you--

A. (Interposing) Right, that's what I used it for,
PSYOPS. I think Captain RODRIGUEZ used it the most, I would
think.

MR MACCRATE: What kind of files did you keep at the district
headquarters? '

A. Well, we had files on intelligence reports that we
would get. We kept the ones from the National Police, the ones
from the regular Military channels--

I0: (Interposing) Did you keep those, or would those be
kept in the DIOCC?

A. At one time, we had our operational administrative
type down in the village, and we were up on the hill. Then we
moved out, moved all our stuff up on the hill. We built under-

ground bunkers. We moved everything in there in a filing cab-
inet.

Q. Did you do that right after Tet?

(CRADDOCK) 14 APP T-187
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A. Well, that was right around that time. Yes, sir.
We kept files like that in there. We didn't have too elaborate
a filing system. : ‘

Q. Where was your DIOCC located? Was it located down
in the village or on the hill?

A, ‘It was located down in the village, in the Viet-
namese compound that was inside the village.

MR MACCRATE: You started to mention that you thought you had
seen a full colonel visit at Son Tinh District. Do you recall
who that was?

A. No, sir, I can't recall where he was from. It seems
like he may have been the one that took Colonel BARKER's place.
Colonel BARKER got killed in a helicopter crash. Someone took
his place, and I think he may have been the one that came down
to visit or something like that. I just can't recall who.

Q. What was the farthest east that you yourself ever
moved east of Route 1, Highway 1? :

A. I think probably out here in Son Hoi, An Loc. I
think maybe Son Hoi. There was one hill we were on, and, well,
Son My. I think Son Holi was probably the farthest east.

0. You say there was a hill there? Was that hill im-
mediately to the north of where the coordinate 77 appears on
the map there (referring to Exhibit MAP-1)? It looks like the
number 10 above that.

A. "No, this hill was down by this river. We could loock
down to the river from it. It may have been Nui Ngang, right
here. ' :
I10: Just northwest of My Khe (2)7?

A, nght here at 7276. My Khe (2), right just to
the east of it.

MR MACCRATE: Do you remember the operation that was going on

at the time that Colonel BARKER was killed in the collision of
the aircraft?

(CRADDOCK) 15 ~ APP T-187
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A. Yes, sir. Well, I don't remember what all was going
on, but I think the American unit was trying to come down from
the north, this way, along the coast here. I don't know what
portion of the Vietnamese were supposed to be standing along
this way to block as a blocking force, and we were out, I think,
the day that Colonel BARKER got killed. We were out, but we had
come back in to Son Tinh, and then Lieutenant DAWKINS and I went
back out for the night, and we went up on Nui Tien right here
(referring to Exhibit MAP-1), and we set up communication.

Q. The hill east--
A. (Interposing) The hill directly east of Son Tinh.

The tall--there was a Buddhist camp or Buddhist place up on
top of the hill.

Q. Was there a monastery up there?
A. Monastery? Right, sir.
Q. Well, was that known as Monastery Hill, or was

Monastery Hill up to the north?

A. That was known as what we called Buddha Hill.

Q. You called it what?
A. It was just directly east of our area there. I

don't see it right now.

Q. Nui Tien?

A. Nui Tien, right there. I believe that's it, right
there. 1It's the tallest one around. They had a rock quarry
around the hill. You know, you can go up and buy rocks and
things like this, and there was a Buddhist monastery on top

of it.

10: Quite a promontory?
A. . Right. 1It's about the biggest. I guess it's about

the tallest hill around the area. I think that's it right
there, Nui Tien. '

(CRADDOCK) 16 ’ APP T-187
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MR MACCRATE: Well, do you remember being out farther along
Route 521 during the day that Colonel BARKER was killed?

I0: Up in the area of what they referred to as the
Citadel? -

A. | The Citadel, right.

Q. You can see the citadel there. It shows very

plainly. It's the big square area there.

A. + Right here (indicating on Exhibit MAP-1)?
0. ' Yes.
A. - We were out closer. Seems like we were farther

out over hexre. Anyway, we were out there, and then we came
back. I believe the crash happened in the afternoon or some-
thing like that, and they had some patrols trying to get to

the helicopter and some of the advisors, I believe, from prov-
ince or something like that. We set up a communications bunker,
sort of like a remote control station between the patrols and
Quang Ngal, to relay messages, et cetera.

MR MACCRATE: Do you remember seeing Colonel KHIEN, the province
chief, out there that day? :

A. _ No, sir.

I0: . How about Colonel GREEN? Did you see him out there
that day? : -

A. ' Yes, sir. He was on Buddha Hill when we came up,

~and then I believe he left. We stayed there all night; he
. left and went back. :

MR MACCRATE: Do you know a Mr. RESSEGUIE,.R~E-S—S—E—G—U—I—E,
Robert RESSEGUIE, I believe? .

A. . Right, "Cowboy Bill," I think we called him. Yes, sir.
Q. bid he from time to time come to Son Tinh headquarters?
(CRADDOCK) , 17 ' "APP T-187
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A, Yes, sir. Back in July 1967, he used to stay on

the hill with us, and then, he didn't stay there all the time,
but sometime he came up and stayed 2 or 3 days, and then he
left again. Then he moved his operation farther up, I think

to Binh Son, somewhere in that area; and he stayed up there a
while. Mr. SITTIG came and he stayed around there for a while,
then he moved to Quang Ngai, but "Cowboy Bill," he came back
down now and then to visit us. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you have any recollection of seeing him around
headquarters along about March or April 19687

A. I don't, not specifically. No, sir. Like I say, he’
came back now and then. About the end of the time that I was
there, maybe I'd seen him about three times, I guess, in the
last 6 months that I was there. I don't recall exactly when.

I0: You don't remember any of these reports or anything
about any of these papers and so forth?

A. ' No, sir, I'm afraid not.

Q. Well, as you know, because of the nature of our
inquiry, which is into the investigative process to find out
if the situation was reported satisfactorily or not; when the
reports were received, were they reviewed properly or not; and
whether appropriate action was taken, that is why we're asking
all these questions about these papers which may have been -
associated with it. Now, undoubtedly, tecday we have g*ven vou
information which you did not have, but this also may go in
place alongside of other information you have stored way back
in the back of your mind, and this may refresh your memory
somewhat to some of these events which may have transpired. So
if you do recollect anything in the future that you saw or that .
you heard, we'd like very much to have you get in touch with us.
Major LYNN will tell you how to do that. In addition, if you
have any papers, any maps, any photographs, memoranda, letters,
or anything of this nature which bear upon this problem and the
investigation of it, we'd like to have those. Can you think of
any at the present time?

- A, No, sir.
Q. We'll give you an opportunity at this time if you
so desire to ask any questions that you may like to ask for

clarification or if you would like to enter a statement into
the record.
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A. No, sir.

MR MACCRATE: May I ask you one gquestion, Sergeant CRADDOCK?
Prior to the time you left in June 1968, did you take any
steps to clean the files, put the files in order, and perhaps
send some of the file material from district headquarters to
a repository here in the United States?

A. No, sir. The only action I took when I left was

I wrote a brief summary for whoever was going to take my place,
you know, and tell him what I had accomplished and et cetera,
and what was going on and who to go contact and things like
that. I didn't change any files or anything like that.

I0: The hearing will recess at this time.

(The hearing recessed at 1427 hours, 20 January
1970.) _
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY

WITNESS: DAWKINS, Clarence J. CPT
DATE OF TESTIMONY: 23 January 1970
PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A

COUNSEL: None

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Intelligence Advisor,
Son Tinh District, Republic of Vietnam.

1. KNOWLEDGE OF ALLEGATIONS.

a. Discussions.

The witness stated that he can recall a discussion
concerning the alleged incident with Lieutenant Colonel
GAVIN and Captain RODRIGUEZ (pg. 4). He believed from
the discussion that GAVIN and RODRIGUEZ had already talked
about the allegations (pg. 12). He recalled that the
discussion centered on the allegations of 300 to 400 persons
having been killed (pgs. 5, 6). He stated that the
principal matter that he can recall in the discussion
was that he did not believe the allegation that a mass
killing and the destruction of 90 percent of the houses in the
village had actually happened (pg. 12). The witness did
‘not recall ever hearing the figures 128 VC KIA, two U.S.
killed, 11 U.S. wounded, and three weapons captured
(pg. 21).

b. Documents.

The witness stated that he vaguely recalled seeing B
an allegation that many people were killed and 90 percent of an
village destroyed. He could not recall the source of this
information (pgs. 8, 9). He stated that he disbelieved
this VC propaganda saying so many people were killed, be-
cause he had heard no reports about it from any other
source (pgs. 29, 30). Exhibits shown to the witness are
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listed below.
c. Action.

The witness recallsl that RODRIGUEZ was doing most
of the work concerning these allegations. He did not know
who assisted RODRIGUEZ in the translation of any documents,
but thought it was probably TU, the team's interpreter (pgs.6-8),
He did not recall whether or not Lieutenant Colonel GAVIN
spoke with Lieutenant Colonel BARKER about this matter
(pgs.13, 14). He did not remember any discussion between
GUINN and either GAVIN or RODRIGUEZ (pgs. 13, 14). He
stated further that he knew of no informatimbeing passed
from GAVIN to the American advisors at Quang Ngai (pg. 14).

2. INFORMATION PASSED TO VIETNAMESE.

The witness did not recall any information being
passed from GAVIN and RODRIGUEZ to the village chief or
district chief concerning these allegations (pgs. 13, 31).
He did not recall any report that the Quang Ngai Province
Chief was particularly upset about the alleged incident
(pg. 28). : ’

3. OTHER INFORMATION.

a. Investigations.

The witness testified that he had not heard of
any ARVN or U.S. investigation taking place concernlng the
16th of March operation (pg. 28).

b. Prior knowledge of the-operation.

The witness had no particular recollection of plans
of the 1l6th of March operation (pg. 32). He spoke about
other operations that had been planned in this area, but
knew nothing in particular about the one in issue (pgs. 34-36).

c. Personnel,

The witness noted that he worked under Colonel GAVIN
and coordinated his activities with Mr. RAMSDELL, a civilian
(pg. 2). He added that he felt GAVIN had a close association
with the district chief, but did not know if he took any
action in regard to the allegations of atrocities (pg. 9).
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EXHIBITS
EXHIBIT . :
NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTES PAGES
M—30 Statement of RODRIGUEYZ Wit had not seen. 3.4
Census Grievance Report, (Wit could not ‘
M-=31 18 Mar 68 ' __irecall. ' 16
TAN's ltr to KHIEN, 1l Shown to witness. :
M=34 Apr (trans) (Quang Ngai |Wit did not recall.] 4,9
Prov)
M=35 VC propaganda leaflet Did not recall. 25,26
: Do Dinh LUYEN's 1ltr to . '
M-49 TAN ~_|Shown to wit. ) 8
Wit could not .
P-50 Picture of HENDERSON positively identifyl 25
. Wit could not
pP-52 Picture of KOTOUC identify. .22
' Did not recall
R-1 HENDERSON's report report or inclosures. 25
MAP-1 |Wall map Wit referred to. 20
.' q.
3 . SUM APP T-212

(DAWKINS)

FOR OFFICIAL .USE ONLY



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

(The hearing reconvened at 0920 hours, 23 January

1970.)
I0: The hearing will come to order.
RCDR: The following persons are present: LTG PEERS, MR

MACCRATE, COL ARMSTRONG, and MAJ LYNN.
Sir, the next witness is Captain Clarence DAWKINS.

(CPT DAWKINS was called as a witness, was sworn,
and testified as follows:)

Captain DAWKINS, for the record, would you please
state your full name, grade, Social Security number, organiza-
tion, and station?

A. Clarence Jackson DAWKINS, Captain, U.S. Army,
; 26th NORAD Region, Luke Air Force Base, Arizona.
I0: Captain DAWKINS, have you had an opportunity to
read the instructions?
A, Yes, sir.
Q. Do you understand them, or do you have any
gquestions?
A. I understand them, sir,
Q. You have no questions?
A. No, sir.
- Q. Captain DAWKINS, on my left is Mr. Robert MACCRATE,

who has volunteered his services to the Secretary of the Army
to assist me and other people in this inquiry in the conduct
of the investigation and also to provide legal counsel to us.
On my right is Colonel ARMSTRONG, an Army colonel who has
been designated by the Office of the Chief of Staff to serve
as an assistant to me in this investigation. Each of these
gentlemen may address questions to you this morning. We

also have other groups such as this who are taking additional
testimony from others. In the final analysis, however, I will
have the responsibility for putting the report together

and making the findings and the recommendations.
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As a military officer, you are ordered not to
discuss your testimony here this morning with others,
including any other individuals who may appear before this
investigation as witnesses, except, of course, as you may
be required to do so in the performance of cfficial duty
or as may be necessary before a competent judicial, adminis-
trative, or legislative body. I'll explain the legislative
to you. It is possible that one of the committees of ,
Congress may want you to appear as a witness, specifically,
the investigating subcommittee of the House Armed Services
Committee. They have an investigation which is underway,
and they may possibly want you to appear. If such be the
case, nothing that happens here would preclude you from
testifying there. To my knowledge, you have not been cited
or cautioned by the military judge in the general court-
martial case of the United States v. Calley, or in any of
the general court-martial cases which may result from the
My Lai incident. Is that correct?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. I think the possibility of you being called is
remote, but in the event you are cited by such a judge, your
testimony here would in no way change either the effect or
the applicability of those instructions. Do you have any
questions at this time? :

A, _ No, sir.

Q. Captain DAWKINS, would you give us your duty
assignment in mid-March, 19682

A. Sir, I was the intelligence advisor for the
Son Tinh District, Quang Ngai Province, Republic of South
Vietnam.

Q. " Who did you work for directly?

A. Directly, sir, my senior advisor was Lieutenant.
Colonel David GAVIN.

Q. Who also did you work with in terms of coérdinating
. your activities?

A. : There was a civilian by the name of Bob RAMSDELL,
sir.
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Q. How long had you been in that capacity up to that
time? We're talking about March. When did you take over the
assignment?

A. On 12 December 1968, sir.

Q. Had you set up a DIOC by that time?

A Yes, sir. 

Q. This is December 1967 I believe you are referring

to, are you not?
A. | Yes, sir.

0. By March, you were just starting to get your
DIOC formed9 ’

A, Yes, sir. We were beginning to function as a
-DIOC.
Q. How long after that tlme, Captain DAWKINS, dld -
you serve in this capa01ty°
A, Until 6 November 1968.
Q. You served about a year then?
 A. . Yes, sir.
Q. Since this matter of the My Lai incident became

a matter of public knowledge last year, about 5 months ago,
roughly, September or Octcber 1969, have you had any
conversations with any of the people with whom you worked
in the advisory group at Son Tinh and Quang Ngai, or people
with the Americal Division or anybody who was assoc1ated
with the organization at that time?

A, No, sir, I have not.

(I0 requested Exhibit M=-30.)
Q. I have here a statement which is signed by
Captain Angel RODRIGUEZ, dated 14 April. This is a photo-

stat of the copy which we have seen. It is not too legible,
but underneath is a true copy. I would ask if you have
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seen this statement?
| (The witness examined Exhibit M;30.)
Don't get nervous now. Just be calm.
A. All right, sir.

I recall the incident at that time, sir, but
I do not believe that I have seen the report. No, sir.

Q. Well, let me show you another report.

(I0 requested the report of 11 April, Exhibit
M-34 . )

Captain DAWKINS, you indicated that you recall
the incident, but you don't recall the paper. Will you tell
us what you recall of the incident?

‘A, Just the recollection of talking about the
incident, sir, that the alleged killings had occurred.
As far as the actuality, sir, I know nothing of that.

Q. Well, I'm trying to find out what went on
at Son Tinh District, and that's the reason I've got
you here. As you can see, we know more than a little
so I'm trying to put a few more pieces togethexr here.
When did you talk about this, and who was doing the
talking?

A. The discussion that I had about it, sir,

is difficult to recall, but it was within our advisory
team, not around in the area or with anyone in higher
headquarters.

Q. Who in the team was talking? Do you remember
the circumstances?

A. The circumstances, no, sir. It was just a
discussion. Well, this had been brought up with Lieutenant
Colonel GAVIN, and Captain RODRIGUEZ and myself.

Q. Well, now, at that particular time, where was

Major GAVIN? Do you remember the days he was there and
when he was gone? Didn't he have an extension leave about
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that time?
A. I don't recall, sir.

MR MACCRATE: There 1is a record, Captain DAWKINS, that Major
GAVIN was on leave from 15 to 22 April, and we do not have
at this time the dates that Major GAVIN was necessarily

away, but the official record indicates leave for those days.
I don't know if this will refresh your recollection or not,
but they are listed as dates of leave in official records.

I0: Do you remember Major GAVIN going home on leave
and getting married?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Well, do you remember when he came back?

A. The dates, sir, I can't remember.

0. ~ Do you remember 14 April being Easter?

A. Yes, sir.
 Q. Do you remember him coming back that day?

A. No, sir.

Q.- He was there when you were doing the talking
though? ‘

A. We had talked about this.

Q.- Do you remember talking to Major GAVIN about
-this? :

A, Right, sir. I remember it being mentioned

within the team. Yes, sir.
Q. " Now, what was mentioned?

a. Just the fact that these killings had allegedly
been done. _ '

Q. How many killings? Did they talk about how
many women and children?
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Between 300 and 400. And I think Captain

RODRIGUEZ was doing most of the work on this thing.

Q.

Did you talk to your intelligence people about

this at all?

A.

There was no discussion about this between

myself and the intelligence people, no, sir._

Q.

How about with your district chief? ‘pid you

work with him quite closely’

A.

“at different times.

sir.
Q.
A.
0.

A.
between

Q.
A.
Q.

A.
DAVIS.

Q.
A.
Q.
A.
Q.
A.

Q.

(DAWKINS)

No, sir, other than just getting some information
As far as being associated with him, no,
You knew Lieutenant TAN, though?

Yes, sir.

Did he get along well with the feam up there?

Yes, sir. There was no apparent conflicts

the team and the Vietnamese counterpart.

What other people worked up there with you?
Sir, there was Staff Sergeant WILLIS.
Who else?

It's difficult to remember. There was a Sergeant

What was WILLIS' job?
WILLIS was the tactics....
He was the operational NCO?
Right, tactics advisor to the village and hamlet.
Which wvillage and hamlet? |
Within the Son Tinh District, sir.

And DAVIS?
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A. Sergeant DAVIS, sir, was a member of the new teams
that were added just prior to or shortly before I came back.

Q. You're referring to the mobile advisory team?
A. Yes, sir. |
Q. You also had a medic up there didn't you, and didn't
you have a radio operator? S
A. Yes, sir. LEGGE, PFC LEGGE was the radio operator.
Q. PEFC?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. And who was your medic?
A. Staff Sergeant NEWMAN, sir.
Q. Have any civilians up there as well?
A. Yes, sir, names-—-
Q. (Interposing) How about.a Mr. SITTIG?
A. Bill, Bill SITTIG, yes.
Q. Were WILLIS, LEGGE, NEWMAN in on any of this dis-
cussion? :
A. Not that I recall, no, sir.
0. How about Mr. SITTIG?
'A. ‘Not with me, sir.
Q. Not with you. Do you know who.did the work on this

paper for Captain RODRIGUEZ?
A. No, sir, I do not.

Q. The translatlon of any document, who would have
done that for him?
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A. | It probably would have been our team advisor, sir,
and his name was TU. '

- Q. Do you mean advisor or interpreter?
A. Interpreter for our team, sir.
Q. Sergeant?
A. | Right.

MR MACCRATE: First name?

A. I don't know, sir. We had three different ones,
-and two of them were named TU-- :

I0: (Interposing) And one was named three?

A, Yes.

Q. , | I wish you'd think real hafd. Now, did you get any

indication that the village chief was really disturbed by this?
: A. As best I can recall, no, sir. I do not. | |

Q. Did you ever see the report of the village chiéf?

A, » . No, sir. I don't recall seeing his report.

Q. Do you know the name of the village chief?

A. Sir, I do not.

Q. Would the name Mr. LUYEN refresh you?

A. No, sir.

Q. Now here is this report, Captain DAWKINS, which

has been entered into the record as Exhibit M-49, and I would
ask if you saw this document, which you notice is dated 22
March 196872 Please look at the Vietnamese version, too.

A, Sir, seeing this specific document, I can't recall

seeing this one, but the phrase, "Besides persons killed, an-
imals, property, and houses were 90 percent destroyed."”
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I vaguely remember seeing this statement. That it was on this
specific document I don't recall. But I do remember this
"property and houses were 90 percent destroyed."

Q. Was Major GAVIN pretty upset by this report?

A. No, sir, not upset. It does create some problem
when you have to get with your district chief and get into this
thing and find out exactly what's going on and what happened.

Q. Did anybody really push this?

- A. That I know of, as far as really pushing it, no,
sir. I don't recall anybody really pushing it. Colonel GAVIN
was more closely associated with the district chief than I was.
As to their actions, I don't know.

Q. I have here a report of 11 April from the district
chief to the province chief which has been entered into the
record as Exhibit M-34. You can see the Vietnamese version
underneath, which I think is 1mportant to see. Do you speak,
read, or write Vietnamese? '

A. No, sir.

Q. Have you seen this document?

A. I do not recall séeing this documént, sir.

Q. ' You will notice here that a copy of it went to the

2d ARVN Division. You'll also notice that a copy of it went to
MACV, Quang Ngai Sector. So not only was it known by the
Americans at Son Tinh, but it had to be known by some Americans
at sector headquarters.

A. If the copy did go, sir.

Q. If the copy were delivered. Now, you'll also notice
on the first document that I gave you that it refers to both

of these in the opening part of it. If you look at the second
page where you can read it, it says, "To the letter from the
Son Tinh District chief to the Quang Ngai Province chief,

dated 1l April." In the second paragraph it says that

the Son Tinh District chief received a letter from the

village chief of Son My village containing the complaint
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of the killing of 490 civilians including children and women
by American troops. So, this aocument that we are talking
about, signed by Captain RODRIGUEZ, refers to this document,
and he also refers to this document. To your knowledge, did
Captain RODRIGUEZ have copies of these documents? Did he
discuss them with you?

A, No, sir. To my knowledge, he did not.

Q. Why do you think down here in the third paragraph,
Captain RODRIGUEZ says, "The letter was not given much im-
portance by the district chief, but it was sent to the Quang
Ngai Province chief"? Why do you think that statement was made?

A To me, sir, it implies Captain RODRIGUEZ's ob- .
servance of the Son Tinh District chief in his dealings with
this matter. This may be Captain RODRIGUEZ's personal opinion.

Q. When you were talking with Captain RODRIGUEZ and
Major GAVIN, was Captain TAN also in on the discussion?

A. No, sir. I don't remember him being in on the dis-
cussion when we talked about it ourselves.

Q. Well, for your information, I know from talking to
Captain TAN that he knows about this paragraph, and T also know
that he talked to Captain RODRIGUEZ about that paragraph there.

A. Yes, sir.

Q. So there was some discussion that ensued, and what
I'm asking is if, by chance, you were present when' this went on -
or whether you became privy to it?

A, No, sir, I was not present in the discussions be-
tween Captain RODRIGUEZ and Lieutenant TAN, or Lieutenant Col-
onel GAVIN and Lieutenant TAN.

Q. Where was your DIOC located?
A. " The DIOC was down in the district headquarters.
Q. You spent most of the day down there then? Is

that correct?
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A. Most of my time would be spent down in the DIOC.
Occasionally when the t=2am went on operations with the district
chief, I attended as many as possible without my civilian boss
telling me that it's not my job to do this, that I'm supposed
to be at DIOC.

Q. But you did, as a part of your function, try to
- accompany some of the operations that had to do with the elim-
ination of the VCI?

A. No, sir, I did not accompany the operations for
that.

Q. What kind of operations did you accompany?

A. These were team operations, sir, the district opera-
tions. '

Q. Well, explain that to me, will you?

A. All right, sir. The operations that I attended

were the operations that were called by the district chief.
He planned the operations; he drew up the plans; and then as
advisors to the district chiefl, we accompanied him on his
operations.

Q. These are operations employing the RF and PF?
Is that what you are referring to?

A. Yes, sir.

MR MACCRATE: I realize, Captain DAWKINS, we're asking you to
go back a number of months, but it would be helpful if you
could go back to the discussions with Major GAVIN and Captain
RODRIGUEZ and try to recall how this subject first was raised,
by whom it was raised, and how it came about, as best you can
recall at this time? ' :

A, It's difficult, sir, to go back that far, but

as far as first coming into existence, I would assume, and
this is an assumption on my part, that this matter was
brought to Colonel GAVIN by the district chief, by Lieutenant
TAN. As far as their discussions, Lieutenant TAN and
Colonel GAVIN I'm speaking of, and Lieutenant TAN and
Captain RODRIGUEZ, or the three, I have no knowledge

of their discussions or the actual actions that they

took on this matter. :
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Q. But there had been, you would understand, some
discussion of the matter by Major GAVIN, before it was
discussed in your presence, with Captain RODRIGUEZ?

A. Yes, sir, I'm sure there was, prior to my
part in it. :

Q. And do you recall when it was raised with you? You
ate together, I suppose, and shared many minutes together.

A. Yes, sir. We all lived in the same room.

Q. We have recently visited your old headquarters

and know the rather congenial surroundings, where everyone was
rather close by one another. Can you recall where the con-
versation or conversations took place when this was discussed?

A. It was in the building or the room that we lived
in when it was brought to my attention. As far as getting
into the facts of what happened and deeply discussing what
happened, I was not involved in that part of it. It was men-
tioned. I remember it being talked about. I remember it
being mentioned between Captain RODRIGUEZ and Major GAVIN at
that time and myself.

I0: lere's the thing: you Knew an uyera\..LOﬂ nad goIic

in that area. I'm pretty sure that you knew that. Then you
get an allegation or complaint of this magnitude. Wasn't

there some discussion, "Isn't that a hell of a note?" or

"] wonder if that really did happen?" Was this just a passing .
item of conversation or was this something that was really
focused on?

A. It was something that was discussed. As far as

within the team itself, the strongest point of discussion that

I remember is that it just didn't happen, this mass killing

of 490 people and 90 percent of the property and houses and
everything destroyed. This is the thing that I remember

talking about. It just didn't happen. There's a war going

on and innocent people are going to die, but this thing of

lining up 490 people, I can't believe it. I have no recollection
of anything of that nature.

MR MACCRATE: My direction at this time is not so much on what
information you actually had, but I'm trying to get back to
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this point in time with you to see if we can put together
what were some of the steps being taken. You indicated that
it raised a problem, I think you said, of getting together
with the district chief, that you recall this. Could you
enlarge upon what you mean by that, as to anything that Major
GAVIN or Captain RODRIGUEZ said so far as the district chief
.was concerned.

A. No, sir. As far as their discussions about or
with the district chief, I don't recall any of it. I was not
involved in and of their talks or discussions or anything
associated with the paperwork or writing this thlng up, reporting
it, or anything of this nature.

Q. Was there any reference to conversations with
Colonel BARKER or anyone associated with Task Force Barker?

A. I don't understand, sir.

Q. Was there any 1ndlcat10n by Major GAVIN or by
Captain RODRIGUEZ that they had been speaking with anyone
at LZ Dottie or Task Force Barker about the operation?

A. Lieutenant Colonel BARKER, sir, did come down

to our location several times, not a lot of times, but several
times. Whether he and Colonel GAVIN discussed this, sir, I
don't recall. . ;

Q. Do you have any recollection of the discussion of
taking this information to province headquarters in Quang Ngal?

A. No, sir. I can't recall it.

Q. Do you remember any discussion in this connection
by Major GAVIN or Captain RODRIGUEZ about Colonel GUINN?

A. No, sir. I do not.

Q.. I m sure, from what you said, the impression that

this made upon you, Captain DAWKINS, that there must have been
some considerable conversation at thlS time among Major GAVIN

and Captain RODRIGUEZ. I would like you to think very carefully
of just what they were saying about this. Were they talking about
people with whom they were going to discuss it or were they
talking about conversations they already had with others? Were
they talking about anyone in the 1llth Brigade with whom they had
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been speaking, or down at province headguarters? Was there a
problem of some sort in working matters out between district
and province? What kind of thlngs were they saying about
this, other than they just couldn't believe it happened? They
must have been doing something about it.

A. The conversation, sir, I can't recall it. I'm sure
that there was a lot of association between Colonel GAVIN and
Lieutenant TAN, Captain RODRIGUEZ and Lieutenant TAN. I was
not involved in this discussion or in this planning.

Q. I understand that, but in talking with you about
it, what did they indicate they were d01ng or with whom they
had been in touch?

A, There was no need to discuss--it was not discussed
with me the actions that were being taken on this. I wasn't
involved in the paperwork or the discussion between these
people.

Q. Well, I understand you weren't involved in the
paperwork and thlS wasn't in your direct area of respon51b111ty,
but you're sharing intimately what's going on with these in-
dividuals at this time and they are telling you about a prob-
lem that they have. It just seems natural that you would pick
up some idea of who was talking to whom and what they were

doing about it, what their concerns were. If something like
this comes in and there is this discussion «bout it, they must
be saying something about, "Well, we'll have to talk with others
and inform them and get information or give information."

A. If I understand correctly, sir, this would have
been discussed with the district chief. As far as through
American channels, any conversation between Lieutenant Colo-
nel GAVIN or Captain RODRIGUEZ with the Americans at Quang
Ngai, I have no knowledge. If it was discussed with Colonel
BARKER, I have no knowledge of it. Colonel BARKER did come
to our location, and I'm sure, or I feel sure, that Colonel
GAVIN or either Captain RODRIGUEZ discussed this with him.
As far as my having any knowledge of that conversation, no,

- sir.

Q. Do you have any recollection of anyone coming to
Son Tinh at this time from any of the other American headquarters

to discuss this matter with either Major GAVIN or Captain
RODRIGUEZ?
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didn't happen." You also indicated that you saw these messages
that came in. One of these messages alluded to this particular
thing. Is that correct?

A. This is when I first became aware of it, sir,
seeing this message that came from the office up to the hill.
There's usually a little stack of messages that we get daily.
They pertain to enemy movement and so forth and so on.

Q. Well, now, that must have encited your interest to
the point where you would take a good hard look at this message,
because you were already familiar with one allegation that
something had gone on. I'm not sure whether this message

was before this conversation of the information from the
village chief or whether it was after. But, in all events, you
had two bits of information saying the same' thing, or pointing
to the same thing, is that correct? You had the message, and
then you had the discussion?

A. Right, sir. At the time that I saw the message,
this is when I asked Colonel GAVIN about the message. As far
as any detailed discussion about it, I was not involved.
Between Colonel GAVIN and myself, or Captain RODRIGUEZ and
myself, as far as detailed discussion, no, sir. I asked about
the message. I can't recall any--

0. (Interposing) What did the message say?

A. It was translated into English, these alleged
atrocities of civilian killings and destruction of property.
The clearest thing I remember about this message was the -
statement about the property and houses being 90 percent
destroyed. This is the clearest thing in my mind.

Q. When you see a statement such as that, generally
you fix your mind on it pretty firmly. You generally know the
details on it, and who it came from. Who was making such a
statement? Who did the information come from?

A. The message, sir, could have come from the village.
Someone could have gone in and talked to the district chief's
staff. They took the message down. The message could have
~come up to us.

Q. Was it in telegraphic form, or--
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A, Yes, sir. This would have been done by Colonel
GAVIN.

Q. Well, it would have been. Was it?

A, To the best of my knowledge, sir, it was discussed.

I was not in on the discussion. But, I feel quite sure that
Colonel GAVIN did discuss this.

Q. You were aware of Task Force Barker's operatlon
out in there starting about the 16th?

A. Yes, sir. They coordinated operations with our
team. Not necessarily with me or through me, but with the
team.

Q. Do you know this operation was coordinated?
A, Yes, sir.
Q. Again, coming u@ from the village and going up on

the hill, probably to get lunch, or during the evening meal
and so forth, sitting around, you became aware of the fact
that this cperation was underway and so forth?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you remember the results of that operation?
You may not remember the figures, but was 1t a report of a
few killed, or what? : :

A. Sir, if this is the operation that I think that I
recall--I can't remember it too clearly--but I remember our
team going on an operation with combined American forces. We:
were to go in this direction. The American forces were going
to airlift, helicopter the troops in. Now, this was an op-
eration around P1nkv1lle. This one I remember, and that one
was a, blank. o

Q. Nothing happened?

A. The American troops came in by helicopter and
walked through, and nothing.

Q. Well, could that have been in March, or was this
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back in January or February? Now, you'd been there only a
little while. You ought to remember that.

A, This was after I had been there a while, sir. I
can't remember this specific time, no, sir.

Q. Well, we have a map back here, Captain DAWKINS.

If you can just forget about what's on the map. Just use

that map and I think you can see where Quang Ngai is down here,
where Scn Tinh is, and Pinkville, and Diem Diem River, and Song
Tra Khuc to the south. Are you familiar with that whole area
out there?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Well, how about giving us a brief description of
this operation that you were familiar with?

A. The operation that I am referring to, sir?
Q. Yes.
A. All right, sir.

(The witness stood by Exhibit MAP-1.)

All right, sir. Our location was here at Son Tinh.
And on this particular operation that I am referring to, which
we took part in, was a combined Vietnamese and American operation.
We came through this direction here, right along the river,
and here on this mountain-- '

Q. (Interposing) Nui Ngang?

A. Yes, sir. This mountain was our objective. This

is where the district chief took his forces, and we accompanied
the district chief to this location, and here we stayed. The
American troops came in at this general area right here. I'm
not exactly familiar with where they came in, but right along
through here (indicating the Pinkville, generally). The op-
eration was an operation concerning Pinkville. This

location where we were was a holding position, and that

was all we were required to do. The major part of the operation
was the American sweep of the area of Pinkville.

Q. Okay. Did the American forces subsequently come
down and join you?
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A. Join our team, sir?

Q. Down at My Khe (2) or Nui Ngang Village or in that
area?

A. .Not that I recall ever joining us, no, sir.

Q. Well, the figures that came out of the operation

the first day, which started on the l6th, were 128 enemy killed,
VC killed, 2 U.S. killed, 11 U.S. WIA, and 3 weapons captured.
This was the largest operation, or the most successful operation,
which the 1llth Brigade had conducted since they arrived in
country. Now, does all that come to mind?

A. . Sir, I do not recall hearing those figures.

Q. Did you, as a matter of practice, get copies of The
Americal Division News Sheet?

A. No, sir. I don't recall those.

Q. You were working there with the district. How many
National Police or National Field Forces did you have there
available to you?

A. We had available to my office--now this is pertain-
ing to my job--we had a 36-man team of PRU's. This was not

my force, but this was the force assigned to the district from
province to operate with.

Q. For the record, let it so indicate that PRU means
Province Reconnaissance Unit. Did you have any National Police-
men there with you as well?

A, The police chief there in the district headquarters.

Q. What was his name?
A. It started with a V. As I recall, it started with

a V. I'm not--
Q. (Interposing) Did you have any ARVN soldiers or

ARVN officers that were assigned with you up there from the
2d ARVN Division?
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A. No, sir. This was the district. I worked with
the district team.

Q. Do you remember Lieutenant PHU?

A. .~ No, sir. I do not.

Q.‘ P-H-U? How about a Lieutenant DUC, D-U-C?

?é Right, he was my counterpart. He was the district
Q. He was the district 827

A, Right, at the first part. He was only the S2

when I went there in December. He was only the S2 for 3 to 4
months, and he was sent away to school. He went to a school
of some kind.

Q. Was he a little short--

A, (Interposing) Right, sir.

Q. Small and heavy set, you might say fat?

VA. No, sir. I wouldn't say fat. He.was a little

stocky as you say, but no, I weculdn't say he was fat, nc,
sir.,

Q. Do you recall a time in about this time period
when Captain KOTOUC--do you remember him, who was the S2 of
Task Force Barker? K-O0-T-0-U~C, pronounced "CATQUSH"?

8]

A. If I may ask, sir, was this the big,“heavy,
stocky captain?

Q. Yes, rather heavy set.

A, I can remember one of them, but we might not be

talking about the same person.
Q. This is a picture of him.
' (IO shows witness P-52.)

A. He looks vaguely familiar, sir, but that's not
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the person I was referring to, that I was thinking of.

Q. ‘ Do you remember sometime along about the middle
of March, perhaps, making arrangements for three National
Policemen and four or five ARVN soldiers to be picked up by
helicopter out at sector headquarters to go out and interro-
gate some people?

A. We did this several times, sir: make arrangements
for these people to go along with the American unit.

Q. Do you remember a time when DUC went out and
took National Police and some of the other soldiers that
might have been around the headquarters, probably an NCO
and two or three privates?

A, No, sir. I don't recall Lieutenant DUC going on
one of these operations.:

Q. Did you ever get any feedback from anybody who

may have been out on the 16th, 17th, 18th, or 19th concerning
these prisoners, the 1nterrogatlon_of prisoners, and so forth
about this in Son My Village?

A, We had some association, sir, with the people at
LZ Dottie. There was an MP staff sergeant there at that time,
and I can't recall his name.

0. . WARREN?

A. WARREN, ves, sir. We visited each other's loca-
tions a few times concerning the people that had been brought
in, the Vietnamese that had been brought in from the operations
and for questioning. He brought a few people to our location.
Some of the people that were suspected VCI, high or low level
of the infrastructure, were brought to our location, and they
were interrogated by the Vietnamese people there. It seems
like I can recall a couple of times that we gave to them a
couple of people that we had there at the district headquarters
to go along with the Americans, because they were supposed to
know the area.

Q. We understand that during this operation, maybe
2 or 3 days afterwards, that quite a high level political

figure was picked up and 1nterrogated at Barker and perhaps
turned over to you or to province. Do you recall this?
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A. Yes, sir. I can't recall the name, sir, but he

was national level, Communist Party. I did not accompany the
team on that operation, but our team did have an operation.

The district chief planned one for us. I remember that I had
been in Chu Lai, just north of our location, for 1 or 2 days.

I came back, and Colonel GAVIN told me about this person and
that he had been captured, and sent to Quang Ngai. I went down
to see this individual. It took quite a while to get him to
come around, but they did find out that he was national Commu-
nist-Party level.

0. Do you ever remember--I think Mr. MACCRATE asked
you about this before--Colonel BARKER coming down there and
sitting down with Major GAVIN about this time period or
shortly after?

A, The one that stands out in my mind, mainly, sir,
is the one that he came down and planned the operation in
which he was killed.

Q. He did plan the operation?

A. Not planned, but coordinated the operation within
the district.

Q. So that whenever this operation began, he knew
that there weren't any RF and PF in the area that day?

A. Well, I don't remember exactly where it was, sir,
but right here in the area just south of the Pinkville and
kind of angling down on the other side of our location was a
line that we had drawn between the area of RF/PF operations,
and above the line was the American operations. Any time
there was an operation going on, either in the bottom side
or on the top side of this line, then it was coordinated be-
tween our advisory team and the Americans. When we did have
a coordinated operation, the Americans were never to come
below this particular line, and we were never to go above
it.

Q. Do you ever remember Colonel HENDERSON coming

there? Do you know Colonel HENDERSON, the brigade commander of
the 11lth Brigade at that time?

A, - Yes, sir. I think I recall one visit. I remember
a couple of colonels coming to the location from the Americal
Division.
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Q. I have here a picture of Colonel HENDERSON. Do
you recall seeing him?

(IO presented Exhibit P-50.)

Of course, he doesn't have a steel pot on, and
he doesn't have his jungle fatigues on.

A. I can't say for sure, sir, that I remember see-
ing him there.

- Q. Did you ever see any VC propaganda which focused
on Son My, Pinkville, Tu Cung, and the like?

A. Focusing on that particular point, no, sir.
I did see the little VC papers that were scattered around
the countryside, the normal propaganda.

Q. I have here a report with two inclosures. This is
Exhibit R-1l. One of the inclosures is a readout of some
Viet Cong propaganda. I would ask you to review this and

ask you if you recognize seeing this or hearing anything

such as this.

(I0 hands Exhibit R~1l to witness.)

You will notice the first page is somewhat typi-
cal VC propaganda, but on the second page you will notice
that it changes from generalizations to specifics, which
may be noticed in the second paragraph.

A, I do not recall seeing this particular item. No,
sir.
Q. Do you recall seeing anything--as you read on you

will see that this focuses upon the ARVN, of course, which would
include the RF and PF, encouraglng them to take action against

" the Americans.

A. "I don't recall, sir, anything of this hature,
seeing it. :

Q. I have another one here that's different in the
sense that it's not propaganda. This is a notice which

was published by the Quang Ngai National Liberation Front
Committee, dated 28 March 1968. The Vietnamese version that
was published is shown here. This is Exhibit M-35. Take
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a look at it. Have you seen that format?
(The witness did as requested.)

Now, if you'll look back to the front, you'll see
the English translation. You don't have to read the whole
document. Just review it and indicate whether you have
seen it or if you were aware of any such pronouncement
such as this that was put out?

A, I can't recall it, sir. I can't remember any-
thing of this nature published.

Q. Well, you were down there in the DIOC. If any
American should have seen it, you should have seen it,
shouldn't you?

A, Yes, sir. But I cannot recall it.

Q. All right. ©Now, I understand that during Tet,
the RF company on Hill 85 was either overrun or at least
pushed off the hill, and that outpost was abandoned for
some time. Does that fit your recollection?

A, - 8ir, I was not in country during Tet.

Q. Well do you remember any effort to reestablish
the outpost

A, I know a couple of our outposts were vacated for

some time. I remember a couple of them being vacated for
some time.

Q. Where were you during Tet?
A. I was back in the States, sir, on emergency leave.
Q. I see. Do you remember some effort to reestablish

that outpost?

A, I might be thinking of a different one. Which
outpost, specifically?

Q. Hill 85. Right there (indicating). Do you see 85?
A. I'm sorry, I am disoriented. I'm looking back
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over here (indicating west).

Q. Well, let's go on just a little bit and see if
you remember something else. Do you remember finally
getting an RF company out on a hill, which is a Montagnard
company?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Now you're focused on it. What happened to that
Montagnhard company?

A. Well, I can't recall. I remember that we went to
that location once. We accompanied the district chief on
an operation to that location.

Q. Did you know Major FORD, who is one of the MATS?
A. Major FORD?

0. A tall, colored major?

A. Yes, sir.- This was that major, sir, that was

in Quang Ngai Province for a while, in headquarters?

Q. No. You're probably thinking of Colonel GREEN.
I'm thinking of Major FORD who headed one of the MATS

teams, who worked with the RF group that generally worked
south of the river down in the area of Tu Binh, but periodi-~-
cally would move up to the north and operate north of the
Song Tra Khuc River. For a time, he was in Quang Ngai. As a
matter of fact, his headquarters was in Quang Ngai, but he
wasn't in headquarters per se. He still had the MATS team,
in which he was working with this RF group headquarters.

A. All right, sir. I'm probably thinking of the
same one you are. I remember--if this is the same one,
yes, sir. '

Q. Well, do you remember him accompanying this group
out there to put a Montagnard company on the hill, the RF

- company? Do you remember anything happening to one of

those groups out there, getting partly overrun, and the VC ,
coming in and seizing a certain number of the RF, and also the
women and children, and either abducting them or murdering
them?
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A. At that particular location, no, sir. I do
recall another incident which you are describing, but it
was back at the citadel. I can't recall that specific one,
but the one back at the citadel I do remember.

Q. © What happened at the citadel?

A. The VC overran the location that we had there.

Q. At the citadel or the outpost of the citadel?_

A. The outpost of the citadei, and killed some civil-

ians and soldiers- that we had with us. The exact figure,
I don't remember.

Q. When you were in your position there as a DIOC,
you've got your ears open and so forth, and you see and
listen to everything that is going on. Did you ever hear
of an ARVN investigation of what might have taken place out
here in the middle of March that was being investigated by
district and province, possibly by the 2d Division?

A. Within the office, sir, I don't recall any remarks
that was made toward this thing. We were all supposed to be
working together, but we had three separate offices.

Q. How about the outside of the office now? Did
you hear anything about the U.S. advisory group or anyplace
else?

A. Not as far as conducting any investigation of
this incident, no, sir.

Q. Did‘you ever hear any report that the province
chief of Quang Ngai was madder than hell, or really upset?

A. For this particular instance, sir, I don't
recall him being upset over this incident.

Q. Were you ever aware of a U.S. investigation which
may have been underway?

A, I was not aware of the information. No, sir. I
don't recall.

Q. Above and beyond that which we have been talking
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about, did you ever hear any additional rumors or comments
or statements or anything which would cause you to be
suspicious that something really did take place out there?

A. No, sir, I do not recall any such--

Q. (Interposing) You indicated that you disbelieved
this report. Why did they disbelieve it? I'm referring to
the report that came from the village chief that you and Major
Gavin and Captain RODRIGUEZ were talking about. Why was this
disbelieved?

A. Sir, this is difficult to explain. The initial
feelings or your initial judgment of the thing would be
that it would be a plot. The Viet Cong propaganda was
sometlring that was just started. Second of all, if you
have 90 per cent of property and houses destroyed and

you have 490 alleged massacred people; they're not going
to be scattered all over the country. They're going to

- be generally in one location. And 490 dead people lying
in one spot is going to create a certain amount of turmoil.
I don't recall anything associated with this type of activ-
ity. If this would all have happened in one concentrated
area; you would really know about it.

Q. Suppose it didn't happen in one concentrated
area?

A. I may be, sir, getting into the point of opinions,
now, but--

Q. (Interposing) I'm trying to find out why Major

GAVIN, Captain RODRIGUEZ, and yourself disbelieved it.

A, This was my initial thought, sir, because I
just found it difficult to believe. I personally saw no
tangible proof that this large an incident had happened

or that this incident had happened. If Major GAVIN or
Captain RODRIGUEZ and the district chief went to this area
to look at this particular area, I don't recall. I did
not go along.

Q. - Well, in the first place, where was this area?

A. The area that you are referring to is in Son My
Village.
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Q. Did anybody go out in Son My Village?

A, We had several operations through there, sir., At
this particular time--

Q. (Interposing) What I'm getting at, you just don't
go out to Son My Village to check on something.

A, No, sir, you plan an operatlon. You don't just
walk through Son My Village.

Q. Well, that's my point.

A. " Yes, sir.

Q. You made no attempt to check it out though?

A. No, sir, I don't recall a planned operation on

the district chief's part to go out there, and an operation
in that area would have to have been planned by the district
chief.

Q. You still haven't impressed upon me why you didn't
believe it.

A. It's difficult for me, sir, to pin it down to a
specific reason that you're wanting, why I disbelieved it.

My first opinion was that it was Jjust rumor, propaganda.

It's a VC story to get something started, to get something

in an uproar. It's difficult for me to pinpoint a specific
reason why I did not believe it happened. '

Q. But we've got quite a serious allegation made
against American troops.

A. . Yes, sir, I realize this.

Q. And whether you believe it's true or whether you
don't believe i1tfs true, i1s this not to be checked out toc
find out whether it's true or not, or to find out if there
is a shred of truth connected with it?

A. Yes, sir. It would seem reasconable that it should
be checked out. :

Q. Do you know of any effort that was made to check
it out?
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“A. No, sir. I do not recall an operation that was
planned by the district chief to go into this area.

Q. That's one way, but there are many ways to check
this out. Many, many ways to check it out; i.e., you could
have put out a specific intelligence effort. Did anybody
ever talk to the wvillage chief to your knowledge?

A. Not to my knowledge, sir. Anything originating
from us that I would have knowledge of would have been
coordinated and planned by the district chief, and I can't
recall anything in particular.

Q. Well, we can put it back on the district chief

all right, but that's not quite fair, because this allegation
is not against the district chief. This allegation is against
an American command in an American operation.

A. Yes, sir.

Q. And it's not up strictly to the district chief.
He's already provided the information. It's there.

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Granted, it would have been fine if he'd checked

it out, but this is an allegation against us.
A. Yes, sir.

Q. ’ And I'm trylng to find out, having had thls, did
we do anything?

A, Sir, I cannot recall any knowledge of knowing
any action that was taken on the part of the Americans of
what you're asking.

10: . Mr. MACCRATE?

MR MACCRATE: Captain DAWKINS, you said you remembered

Colonel BARKER coming to Son Tinh District in connection with

the planning of the operation in which he was killed?

A, Coordinating, sir.

Q. Yes. I understand that you do recall his presence

there at that time? Were you in attendance during his conver-

satlons7
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A, No, sir. I was present, but not actually involved.
I was present in the building, sir, but not involved in the
coordination of the exercise between Colonel BARKER and Colonel
GAVIN.

Q. Do you recall the concept of the operation?

A, Specifically, sir, I don't recall it. The only
thing that I recall is the fact that I described on the map
to you awhile ago: what the operation would consist of.

Q. The operation that you were describing to us, -
with the American forces coming around the Song Diem Diem
and your moving to the objective of Nui Ngang, is that
the same operation?

A, Yes, sir, this was all one operation. The Viet-
namese, the Son Tinh District RF and PF objective for this
operation was the holding position of this mountain. We
walked from our district directly to that mountain, and this
was our holding position. :

Q. Do you remember that there was another RF/PF
unit to the north of you during that operation with which
Major FORD moved?

A, I can't recall specifically, sir, whether the
ARVN were involved. It seems like they were, but I can't
recall for sure.

Q. This would be an RF/PF unit.

A. That I was with. That we were with.

Q. That FORD was with. Not an ARVN unit. An RF/PF
unit.

A. Sir, I can't recall it on that specific operation.
Q. Do you recall anything surrounding the event of

the crash of the two aircraft at the time that Colonel BARKER
was killed? We can tell you that it was on 13 June, and it
was on the third day of a 3-day operation that began on 11
June.

A. Major GAVIN, if I'm not mistaken, sir, was away
at that time. I might be wrong, but he was away. I went, for
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this particular operation, on the second day. One of my NCO's
who was there for just a short time after I got there; he
left. We went to Tinh An Mountain, which is a Buddhist shrine
in Vietnam in the Son Tinh District.

Q. Is that also known as Monastery Mountain?

A. I aon't know,

Q. Buddha Mountain?

A. Buddha Mountain, yes, sir.

Q. ' Well, we have had reference to it also as Monastery

Hill, and it has been indicated by some witnesses that Monas-
tery Hill and Buddha Mountain are the same.

A. I don't recall any reference to it as Monastery
Hill, no, sir. Buddha Mountain, or Tinh An Mountain, is the
mountain of which I am speaking. Myself and one of my NCO's
the second day went out there to stay with the American-ARVN
artillery advance element. We had three 105's there. We went
in the late evening of the second day of the operation. We
stayed overnight, and the next day the ARVN units moving to
the northeast were getting out of radio distance to sector
headquarters so I acted as radio relay on Tinh An Mountain
for the operations the day Colonel BARKER was killed in the
alrcraft. If I recall correctly, there was a little bit of a
fire fight going on just prior to the accident.

Q. Do you remember Colonel GREEN being with you at
any time on that day?

A. Being with me?

Q. Was he at the relay point sometime during that

day? :

A, I can't recall séeing him there, sir.

Q. Do you recall anything further with respect to

that operation on 13 June?
A, No, sir, not in particular, other than the radio

contact with the various people calling in search helicopters
and so forth.
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Q. Do you remember any later operations out in the
Son My area that Colonel KHIEN, the prov1nce chief, accom-
panied?

A, Sir, I can't recall any operation in which the
province chief accompanied in that area with us. I can't
recall., I don't think I would have knowledge of any ARVN
battalions that would have been going that way.

Q. You indicated recalling the VC outpost of the
citadel being overrun and an operation at some time, but I
don't think you indicated when that might have occurred.
Can you in any way fix that in time?

A. Sir, I think it was around September 1968.

Q. In September 196872

A, | Of the particular incident that I am thinking
of, yes, sir.

Q. What do you recall of that incident?

A. | I remember that it did happen at night and that

the next morning the district chief planned a walk over to the
area just to see what had happened. The outpost had been
overrun by the Viet Cong, bunkers and so forth were blown,

and some civilians were killed in this instance.

Q. Do you remember the magnitude of the civilian
casualties? )

A, I don't recall it being any great numbers, no,
sir.

Q. You recall if they were the families of the RF/PF
units?

A. RF/PF, yes, sir.

Q. You also referred to a recollection of a colonel

or colonels coming to Son Tinh District. I think you indicated
just generally from the Americal Division. Was there some
particular a55001atlon of this visit that you started to tell
us about?

A. No, sir, no specific association. I remember one
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colonel, maybe two colonels coming down, that were from the
Americal.

I0: Captain DAWKINS, you've been of considerable help
to us this morning. You may not realize how difficult it is
-to put all these bits and pieces together. We appreciate
very much your coming in. I know we have given you some in-
formation here this morning, and I know it is difficult for
- you to take yourself back 22 months and remember everything
that was said and everything that happened and all the
impressions that you had. I'm only happy that nobody asked
me what I did 22 months ago. But, aside from that, I'm
sure you recognize the import of what we're doing with
respect to that organization and with respect to the American
Army and the American people.

A, Yes, sir.

0. So, as a consequence, I would ask you very sincerely,
. to put your thinking cap on, and keep it on, and see if you can
recollect any additional information above and beyond that
which you have given us here this morning which may be of
assistance to us in determining: one, what happened; two,

the reporting and the investigation of it. In addition, you
may possibly have some maps or some photographs or some memos
or some propaganda which might be of assistance to us. If

you do have any material such as this, we'd very much appre-
ciate being told about it so that we can take advantage of
that, as well as any additional information that you may
possibly have. At this time I give you an opportunity to

- ask any questions that you may like to ask, or if you would
like to enter a statement into the record. 1I'll give you

~the opportunity to do that.

A Sir, the instance to which I made reference to
about the outpost of the citadel, the Viet Cong overrunning
it and killing civilians, I have two or three 35mm slides of
"some of the bodies, if this would be of any help. I did not
take the pictures. I think Colonel GAVIN took the pictures,
but I have the slides.

Q. Are these of--

A. (Interposing) These are in no way associated
with-~ :
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Q. (Interposing) ©No, I understand that. Do you
have the story connected with them? Could you relate
the story to go with the slides?

A. 'Nothing other than what I related to you here.
Q. Are these of women and children?

A. Women and children. There is one slide I have,
I believe it's two pictures. I can describe them for you.

One is a Vietnamese woman lying over a very small baby, and
they are both dead. They are both mutilated. You can see
from the pictures.

Q. - Well, I'm not saying they will be helpful to us,
but I would llke to have those slides. We will have them
duplicated and returned to you so that you will have your

slides. Any information you have concerning that incident
and so on, just put that down on paper and send that in with
them. : :

A. All right, sir.

Q. You might look at your slides now that you know
what we're talking about and the instance we have.

A. Yes, sir.

Q. To refresh your memory, you might check the
letters you wrote to your wife and see if that might help
you a little bit. These women all keep these letters, you
know. I'm not saying your wife does, but most of them do.
Maybe that will help you a little bit about that time period.
Do you have anything else?

a. No, sir. I can't recall anything further about

this time.
I0: All right. The hearing will recess.
(The hearing recessed at 1115 hours, 23 January
1970.)
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the area (pg. 21). Clearance could be obtained to prep
villages in a free fire zone (pg. 23). On moving into
such an area on a search and destroy operation, tunnel
complexes, bunkers, and houses would be destroyed (pg. 22).
However, GAVIN would never have granted permission to
destroy the livestock (pg. 23).

b. Exodus of noncombatants from a battle area.

On this occasion, he obtained no information about
large groups of refugees leaving the area (pgs. 7,8). How-
ever, since Vietnamese civilians usually attempted to side-
step operations by moving toward frlendly lines, a wholesale
exodus would not have been surprising (pg. 8). From My Lai,
such a movement would have been along Route 521 toward
Quang Ngai or Son Tinh (pg. 8).

3. INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION RECEIVED AFTER OPERATION.

. Although GAVIN thought it is possible that a massacre
could have taken place without his knowing about it (pg. 24),
he received no indication that anything unusual had taken
place in My Lai (pg. 8). The paucity of captured weapons

did not surprise him because the VC instructed their

people to retrieve weapons from the dead and wounded

(pgs. 9, 25). Although he reviewed intclligence reports

from the district on a daily basis (pg. 18), none of the
following type information came to his attention:

(1) VC propaganda concerning atrocities (pg. 9);

{2y VC slogans tb avenge the slaughter or flags
or armbands used to highlight the incident (pg. 10);

(3) Information from the census/grievance element
of the RD team within the area concerning a massacre (pg. 10);

(4) Information about a massacre from ARVN forces
who went into the area after the operation (pg. 26);

(5) Claims by Vietnamese civilians for sclatium
payments (pg. 26).
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4. REPORTS OF INVESTIGATIONS.

@. GAVIN's knowledge of noncombatant casualties
stemming from the My Lail operation.

GAVIN did not recall any investigation of this
incident by the South Vietnamese (pg. 15) or anyone
connected with the My Lai operation (pg. 14). Had an
investigation been made by Task Force Barker, the 1lth
Brigade, or the Americal Division, he felt he would have
been brought into it (pg. 14). When he received the

_report of the operation, no indication was made that a
number of civilians had been killed in the area (pg. 26).
However, not being in the chain, he did not get after-action
reports, and on this particular occasion he had merely
requested a body count (pg. 26).

b. GAVIN's knowledge of letter written by Lieutenant

TAN.

GAVIN never saw the letter written by Lieutenant
TAN, the Son Tinh District Chief, concerning the My Lai
incident (pg. 12). Although he recognized that such a
letter could have been written without him knowing about
it (pg. 12), GAVIN felt that TAN would have discussed
“with him a report that Americans had massacred a hundred
people; but TAN never mentioned a massacre (pg. 23). In
GAVIN's opinion, TAN would not have been concerned if innocent
"civilians at My Lai had been killed by air or artillery

since they lived there by choice (pg. 24).
5. OTHER INFORMATION.

GAVIN never had any reports about National Police
executing prisoners or VC suspects (pg. 19).
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EXHIBITS
- EXHIBIT
NUMBER DESCRIPTION - NOTES PAGES
_ | Never saw English
R-1_ HENDERSON'S Report translation or VC
propaganda about
My Lai. 9
Witness never saw
M=5__ TAN's letter to KHIEM before. 12
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SUMMARY OF RECALL TESTIMONY

WITNESS: GAVIN, David C.
DATES OF TESTIMONY: 11, 12, and 13 February 1970
PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: (1) Failure to obey general
regulations concerning the reporting of alleged war
crimes; (2) Dereliction of duty in failure to verify
allegations concerning war crimes or to seek additional
information through Vietnamese or U.S. channels; (3) False
swearing in violation of Article 134 of the UCMJ; and

(4) Suppre551on of and conspiracy to suppress information
concerning the activities of Task Force Barker troops in
the Son My area on 16 March 1968.

COUNSEL: Robert A, MANGRUM, CPT, JAGC, Office of the
Judge Advocate General, Pentagon, Washington, D.C.

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: District Senior Advisor,
Son Tinh District, Quang Ngai Province, Republic of Vietnam.

1. WHEREABOUTS OF THE WITNESS RELATIVE TO THE EVENTS
SURROUNDING THE MY LAI INCIDENT.

_ The witness had an in-country R&R at Chu Lai from
10 to 16 April 1968 (pgs. 38, 39, 49, 50). He recalled this
from the fact that he was concerned whether his assistant,
Captain RODRIGUEZ, would return in time for him to go (pg.39).
GAVIN was on R&R in Bangkok from 4 May to 13 May 1968,
and he had a special leave from 24 May untl; 2 July 1968

(pg. 36).
2. PREOPERATIONAL INTELLIGENCE.

a. Intelligence input procedures at the district level.

GAVIN's team forwarded any intelligence they
generated to province headquarters (pg. 76). Province had
greater access to intelligence information than District,
and thus the latter depended upon the former for its

intelligence input (pg. 76). Theoretically, then, Province's
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and District's information should have been the same (pg.76).
Since the information was the same, he did not know why

Task Force Barker usually obtained its information from
GAVIN's group rather than Province (pg. 78). He speculated
that it was due to the fact that, when prisoners were brought
to district for interrogation, intelligence reports

received from Province which had been plotted on the map

were given to the unit (pg. 78). GAVIN never got into the
planning side of an operation (pg. 75). The units would

come to his headquarters to get what intelligence information
he had, return to their headquarters to formulate their
plans, and, give GAVIN a briefing prior to the operation

(pg. 75). GAVIN was required to keep this latter information
quiet until just prior to the operation in order to prevent
leaks (pg. 75).

b. Intelligence information provided for 16 March
operation. '

Although he often provided the task force with
information as to the whereabouts of the 48th VC Battalion,
he did not do so for the 16 March operation (pg. 73).

He could not bring to mind where he had the VC battalion
located either in mid-March or the beginning of March
(pgs. 73, 74). He remembered nothing about the relation
of the 48th VC Local Force Battalion to the 16 March
operation, and he did not know if the position of the
battalion was crucial to the operation's planning

(pgs. 74, 75).

3. INQUIRIES AFTER THE ASSAULT.

The witness stated that he asked the task force for
a body count atter the operation out of curiosity, and not
due to a request from the Vietnamese (pg. 70). He recalled
the body count was 120 (pg..70). He never heard any of the
allegations that people were lined up and shot, and he knew
nothing about prisoners being mistreated by the National
Police (pgs. 85, 86, 90). He knew nothing about civilians
being killed (pg. 90). He never heard that the ARVN's
were conducting an investigation to determine what had
happened at My Lai, and he knew of no operation undertaken - °
by Colonel KHIEN in this regard (pg. 82). GAVIN remembered
a liaison type visit by HENDERSON, but did not recall if
HENDERSON met TAN at this time (pgs. 90, 91). The witness
did not know where HENDERSON obtained the information that
the Son Tinh District Chief did not give the allegations
any importance (pg. 89).
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4. REPORTS OF INVESTIGATION.

a. The filing system at District.

The only record maintained by GAVIN was the log
in which operations and after action reports were entered
(pg. 40). Once a month they filed a hamlet report and a
status of the Vietnamese forces report (pgs. 40, 41).
Their file copies were kept in the file cabinet (pg.41).
Daily messages were kept in the ledger (pg. 41). Directives
of a permanent nature would be retained (pg. 41). '
Intelligence reports would be screened, plotted on the map,
and then destroyed because of their classification (pg.4l).
Finally, they submitted a very brief monthly report which
was used for input into the Quang Ngai Province report
(pgs. 41, 42).

b. Knowledge of reports by ARVN OfflClalu.

TAN never showed GAVIN a letter he had received
from a village chief relative to the 16 March operation

(pg 42). TAN never showed him Exhibit M-49, which was a
letter to TAN from Mr. DO, the subject of which was
"Report of the Allied Operation of 16 March 1968"

(pg. 42). TAN failed to tell him of reports that TAN had

obtained from village and hamlet chiefs regarding the
operation (pgs. 42,43). TAN did not tell GAVIN about the
letters he wrote to the Province Chief, Colonel KHIEN,
concerning the operation and the resulting deaths of
civilians in Tu Cung and Co Luy (Exhibits M-28, M-29)

(pgs. 43, 44). Although GAVIN agreed that TAN's 11 April
letter to KHIEN (Exhibit M-29) indicated that a copy

had been sent to GAVIN, he never obtained any information
resembling the content of the letter, and he suggested that
- this document was never given to him by his subordinates
(pgs. 44, 45). He discounted the possibility that his
interpreter could have failed to get the gist of the letter
(pgs. 44, 45). This letter was not discussed at his head-
quarters, and he never saw it or was told about it (pgs. 45,
65, 94). He could not explain how information like this
could come into his headquarters without him knowing about
it (pg. 49). He did not know why Exhibit M-29 was not found
in his headquarters (pg. 93). GAVIN stated that he did not
understand why he was not informed of these documents by
.TAN, because TAN usually showed him everything involving
Americans (pg. 44). He never discussed this letter with
Colonel GUINN (pg. 47). He never heard that TOAN directed
that an investigation be conducted with respect to the
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alleged killing of civilians in Tu Cung and Co Lay (pg.46).
He never heard :~about Exhibit M-36 which is an internal
communication from PHO to TOAN regarding an American unit
operating in east Son Tinh District on 16 March 1968, which
shot and killed 400 civilians (pg. 46). He did not recall
discussing any such allegations with RODRIGUEZ or DAWKINS
(pgs. 43, 47), nor did he remember discussing with

RODRIGUEZ anything RODRIGUEZ might have done with respect to
such reports (pg. 43).

c. GAVIN's knowledge of the statement made by RODRIGUEZ
(Exhibit M-30).

The witness had never befdre seen RODRIGUEZ's
statement (Exhibit M-30), and he did not recall RODRIGUEZ
talking to him about the document or its preparation
(pgs. 47,48,65,67). He did not recollect a conversation
with RODRIGUEZ on 16 April in which RODRIGUEZ told him:

(1) that while GAVIN had been gone RODRIGUEZ had received

a request from the province advisor to talk with TAN;

(2) that RODRIGUEZ had spoken with TAN; and (3) that
RODRIGUEZ had prepared Exhibit M-30 (pgs. 48, 50). GAVIN
speculated that, had RODRIGUEZ discussed this subject with
him, RODRIGUEZ would have shown him the document, and GAVIN
never saw it (pgs. 48, 92, 94). GAVIN only remembered that
on his return he was told that a captain had been to their
headquarters attempting to get a statement from GAVIN in
support of certain awards (pg. 50). GAVIN could not
explain how RODRIGUEZ's statement could be made without

his knowing about it, and he did not know why the document
could not be found in his headquarters (pgs. 49, 93). He
could not explain why RODRIGUEZ's signature was removed from -
the statement inclosed in R-5 (pg. 91).

d. Discussions concerning the matter among Americal
advisors.

While GAVIN did not recall a series of mid-April
meetings with GUINN, he suggested that they could have
occurred in connection with Mr. MAY's desire to put

Vietnamese in fortified hamlets (pgs. 67-69). He disagreed
with MAY on this idea, and there were several meetings
concerning it (pg. 69). He could bring to mind no reference

at one of these meetings to a communication that had transpired
between GUINN and RODRIGUEZ or the preparation of a further
report to brigade or division (pg. 69).

(GAVIN) 4 SUM APP T-9A
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5. OTHER INFORMATION.

a. Use of National Police on 16 March.

The witness did not specifically recall the use
of National Police or ARVN's on the 16 March operation
(pg. 84). The witness opined that prisoners were the
responsibility of the U.S. forces until officially turned
‘over to the Vietnamese (pg. 85). ’

b. Reprisal attacks by the VC.

The witness felt that the VC attack, on the citadel
in which five or six civilians were killed and the VC
killing of 75 people at Binh Son were reprisals (pgs. 87,
88) .

c. Vietnamese operations in: the area.

Although there were a number of Vietnamese
operations going on in 1968, the witness could not pinpoint
their dates (pg. 74). There were several instances in
which the VC pushed the Vietnamese around, and he
particularly remembered an instance in July in which the
VC occupied the citadel (pg. 79).

d. Comments by GOUZOULES.

GAVIN could not bring to mind an incident in which
GOUZOULES had made a comment about Task Force Barker which,
when received by the task force, elicited a statement from
either BARKER or CALHOUN that they did not want GOUZOULES
to come to Task Force Barker (pg. 71). GOUZOULES' comment
was supposed to have been made during a meal at Bin Son

(pg. 71).
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EXHIBITS
. EXHIBIT _
NUMBER DESCRIPTION' NOTF PAGES
T |TAN's ltr to KHIEN, IWit had never seen |
. M=29 |11 Apr (trans) (Son Tinh before. 44
o DlSt) . :
. , Wit had never seen
M-30 |{Stmt of RODRIGUEZ’ before. . 41
R _ , Wit had never seen
- M—35 | VC propaganda leaflet before. 50
- Memo for DC, 2d ARVN Div,| Wit had never seen
M 36 12 Apr before. : 46,50
- . : : Wit had never. seen
M—49‘ LUYEN's ltr to TAN before. 42
Stmt by GAVIN in support | Document 1ntroduceq
,M~ll4v of recommendation of = into evidence. 50
~ |awards for CPT LAWSON and| '
- |PFC JOHNSON :
Copy of R-1 from the Document handed
R-5 1llth Bde files to witness. ' 88
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(The hearing reconvened at 1546 hours, 6
' December 1969.)

I0: The hearing will come to order.

RCDR: The following named persons are present:
.LTG PEERS, MR WEST, MR MACCRATE, MR WALSH, COL MILLER,
COL WILSON, COL FRANKLIN, and MAJ LYNN.

- RCDR: Sir, the next witness is Lieutenant Colonel
.pavid C. GAVIN.

(LTC GAVIN, ' , Headgquarters, Combat
Developments Command, was called as a witness, was sworn,
and testified as follows:)

I0: Colonel GAVIN, before we proceed with any questions I
shall inform you of several matters.

This investigation was directed jointly by the Secre-
tary of the Army and the Chief of Staff, United States Army, for
the purpose of determining the facts and making findings and
recommendations concerning two things:

(1) the adequacy of the prior investigations and
inquiries into, and subsequent reviews and reports in the chain
of command, of what is commonly referred to as the My Lai
incident of 16 March 1968; and

(2) possible suppression of information by persons
that had a duty to report and to furnish 1nformatlon concerning
this incident.

This investigation is not being conducted to investi-
gate all of the facts and circumstances of what happened at My
Lai. It is directed at those specific purposes which I
have just stated.

I have had made available to me and have reviewed
prior official statements obtained in other official investi-
gations into this incident.

Your testimony will be taken under oath and a verbatim
transcript will be prepared. A tape recording is being made
in addition to the verbatim notes being taken by the reporter.
- Although the general classification of the report
‘:_w1ll be confidential, it is possible that the testimony, or
parts of it, at a later date may become public knowledge.
(GAVIN) 1 - APP T-9
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There are several people in, this room who may ask
you qguestions. With the exception of Mr. MACCRATE and Mr.
WALSH, these individuals are my assistants and they are auth-
orized to ask questions in my behalf.- Mr. MACCRATE and Mr.
WALSH are serving in the capacity of legal counsels to assist
‘me, and they, likewise, may address questions to you. However,
I have the responsibility of weighing the evidence and making
the findings and recommendations.

You are ordered not to discuss your testimony in
this 1nvest1gatlon with others including other witnesses for
this investigation except in the performance of official duty
as you may be required to do so before a competent judicial
or administrative body.

" In addition, you are cautioned that, if you are
subject to the order issued by the military judge in the
general court—-martial of the United States v. Calley, your
appearance here in no way changes the applicability of that
order.

‘Do you have any questions concerning what I have
just stated to you in terms of instructions?

A. None, sir.
© . I0: Do you have anything?
COL MILLER: No, sir.

I0: Colonel GAVIN, would you cite your duty assignment

-as of the 1l6th of March 19687

A. I was the District Senior Advisor, Son Tinh Dis-~
trict, Quang Ngai Province, Republic of Vietnam, sir.

Q. - How long had you been in that capacity?

A. . I got there in July of 1967, sir.

Q. And you remained in that capacity for how long?
A Until January 1969, sir.

Q. January 19697?

A. . Right, sir.

(GAVIN) | T 2 APP T-9
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operational information?

A. ~ Yes, sir. People came down periodically and I
would forward, if I got intelligence reports from province

or from my district, I would either call them on the

radio, or have them, if there was a mass of information, have
them come down and pick up these reports.

Q. Was this relationship conducted with Task Force
Barker or with the 1llth Brigade?

A, With Task Force Barker directly, sir.

Q. Directly with Barker?

A. Right, sir.

0. Who from Barker did you deal with primarily?

A. The S3 and Colonel BARKER and the S2, Captain
ROTOUC.

0. Did you deal at all with the S5°?

A. No, sir, because most of my district was in the

ARVN AO and the S5 activities were, of course, within the
Americal AO.

Q. Let me hear that statement again. Most of your
district was within the ARVN AO, and the 23d Division AO
was outside your district then?

A, The Americal Division AO came down into my
district in the west and then it went back up and
paralleled this river in the east. I can draw this, sir,
if you have a map, if you wish?

Q. I don't think it is necessary at this moment.

A, | But the principal parts bf their AO that were in

my district was out in the far VC controlled territories.
Q. Out in the mountains generally to the west?

A, Yes, sir, most of it was to the west. To the

(GAVIN) ' 5 APP T-9
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would come down usually after the area was secured, or

the S2 would tell me as soon as they proposed the operation
that they wanted a couple of National Police to help them
with the interrogation and the search after they had
secured the area. They would call me and tell me how

many people they wanted to be on standby so they could

send a helicopter in to pick them up and take them into
~the objective area after it was secure. This was the
normal procedure.

Q. Do you recall if they advised you on this
particular occasion?

A. Yes, sir, I'm quite sure because they took
the National Police or, if possible, we would have either
Naticonal Police or PF that were from that particular
hamlet because they would know the people, the hiding
places, this kind of thing.

Q. You remember how ﬁany they obtained on that
particular day? : ,

A. No, sir. As I say, this was normal procedure
and that particular day didn't stand: out; it doesn't
stand out.

Q. Yes. Does the name Lieutenant JOHNSON mean
anything to you? Or Captain FLETCHER?

- A. No, sir.

© Q. While this operation was going on, were
there any other indications of a large activity going
on in that area?

A. No, sir, not any indications at the time.
Normally, I wouldn't even get an after action report
from them unless I called them and specifically asked.

Q. Did you have information about an inordinate
. humber of refugees coming out of that area?

‘A, ' No, sir. But the refugees, unless you
surrounded the area, the refugees would go out normally

~as soon as the operation started, sir. The refugees
- would move off to the side. They wouldn't completely

~(GavIN) 7 : APP T-9



evacuate the area. They would just move out of the
immediate area of operation. As soon as the operatlon
was over they would move right back in.

Q. They would not during this operation. We have
heard from previous testimony that when they went into

the village of My Lai (4), there was rather a large body
of civilians moved down Highway 521 towards Quang Ngal

or toward Son Tinh, :

A. Yes, sir. This would be the way the refugees
moved. As soon as there was an operation and they knew
what was happening, ‘then they would move toward the
boundary of the friendly area. They would not come all
the way in because this would subject them to police ID
card check and all this, and they didn't want to come
under government control so they would just move near
enough to the friendly boundary that they would be out
of the action.

Q. Would they necessarily know where the friendly
boundary was? ’

A. Oh, they knew where the government control
ended, yes, sir.

Q. Yes, I see what you mean. You are not
talklng about the-- :

A, (Interposing) No, sir, I'm talking about the GVN
controlled area. They would move toward them because they
knew that the artillery fire or anything of that nature
wouldn't be directed right next to the GVN area.

Q. Now, did you ever have any indication that
something unusual had taken place in My Lai (4)7?

A, No, sir, I didn't. The only thing, I remember
calling them and getting the VC count and the number of
weapons.

Q. What did they tell you?

A. It was above a hundred. I don't remember the

exact figure, sir. But what I thought: "Oh boy, that's
good. That's one less local company that we've got to

(GAVIN) 8 ' APP T-9
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worry about." And as far as the weapons were concerned,
this was not unusual in that the VC had instructed their
people that if a VC got shot for them to hide the weapon
because they could replace the VC, but they couldn't
replace their weapons. This was normal procedure for the
people in those areas. '

Q. At a subsequent time did you hear any information
coming out of the village chief of Tan My, or My Lai village
indicating that something unusual or some atrocities had
taken place?

A. No, sir, I didn't.

Q. Did you see any VC propaganda which would
indicate that some atrocities had taken place in My Lai
(4)?

A. No, sir, I didn't because all the propaganda
that was in English, I brought copies back with me. I've
still got it and there was nothing.

I10: ~ 1'd@ like Colonel HENDERSON'S report.
RCDR: Yes, sir.
I10: I have here, colonel, what we refer to as

Exhibit R-1l. The second inclosure is an English trans-
lation of a Vietnamese piece of propaganda. I would
like to show you this and ask you if you have ever seen
this particular document or anything closely relating
to it.

'(Handing Exhibit R-1 to the witness.)

A. No, sir. I never saw any propaganda this
detailed. All mine were little flyers that we would
pick up. They would be just little small sheets. Now,
this could have been put out in Vietnamese, but, as I
say, sir--

Q. _ (Interposing) It is two pages long.

! .
A, Well, I just wanted to make that comment, sir.
(GAVIN) 9 ' APP T-9
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COL WILSON: Coordinates.

A. Can I read it off my map? I carried this map
the whole time--

COL MILLER: (Interposing) This is an exhibit--

MR WEST: (Interposing) The coordinates will be the same.
That is all right. -

A. 713764 would be just about it.

10: But from either the outpost at Chau Thanh, or
the outpost at An Loc, or the RD cadre at An Loc, you never
received any reports concerning any unusual happenings in
My Lai?

A. No, sir, I didn't.

Q. All right. Colonel GAVIN, we have here a docu-
ment which is marked Exhibit M-5 Wthh is a letter from
Lieutenant TAN, then the district chief, Son Tinh District,
to the Quang Ngai province chief, dated 28 March. I refer
this letter to you and ask if you have ever seen this let-
ter either in its Vietnamese form or the English transla-
tion thereof?

(Exhibit M-5 handed to witness.)

A. No, sir, because if I had, he would have had the
designations of the units, sir. I did not see it, no, sir.

Q. Would he normally transmit a letter such as this
without cutting you, his advisor, into the fact that he was
sending such a letter?

A. Yes, sir, he could because his province chief
queried him directly, then he in turn would go back down
and talk with the village official who was out in one of
our refugee camps. This is what he would base his investi-
gation on and he would reply directly back through Vietnam-
ese channels.

Q. Where was the village chief of My Lai? Where
was he located?

(GAVIN) * 12 APP T-9
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A. I don't know which refugee camp, but he was in
the refugee camps which were generally here along Highway
1. They ran from the railroad to approximately right along
in this area here (indicating). _

COL WILSON: Coordinate.

A. On the west it would be the intersection of the
railrocad here and this highway, and on both sides of the
road here. Throughout this area.

MR WEST: Just below Son Tinh. Could you describe it for
the record, so that we can locate it.

A. If I had the name of this road.
MR WEST: TUse your map.

A. Highway 58. North and south of Highway 58.

They were located north and south of Highway 58 from High-
way 1 to the railroad. That was in the western portion. In
the east they were along this--

I0: (Interposing) 5217

A, 521 going east to approximately the 65 grid line.
Between Highway 1 and the 65 grid line. I don't know
exactly which camp they were in. A number of the camps

were named after the villages where the refugees had come
from. But I don't remember them all that well.

Q. Was your intelligence operation there with the
Vietnamese, was it a joint operation, combined?

> -A

, . No, other than the fact that I had an advisor
' that worked with them,
>'_Q. Worked right in with them?
Lf'A.' ' Yes, sir.

;Q; ' pid he.maintain a log of intelligence activities?
i3f(GAVIN) | 13 ' |  APP T-9
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A. No, sir.

Q. Did you maintain a log of any activities there?
A. _ As far as intelligence activities?

Q. Intelligence activities or any other kind of
activities?

A. We maintained the normal MACV reports of actions

and incidents and this type of thing. These were maintained
at my CP up on the hill above the district headguarters where
we had our radio and we transmitted these reports.

Q. To yocur knowledge, is that log still there?
A, Yes, sir.
0. Did you bring with you any documents of this

particular period which might pertain to the operation in
the My Lai (4) area?

A. No, sir.

Q. Did you ever receive a request from Task Force
Barker, from the 11th Rrigade, or from the Amerigal Divicion
for information concerning anything that may have taken
place there? Any information concerning the refugee prcblem
from My Lai (4) or any other problem?

A, No, sir.

Q. Were you ever aware that an investigation, or
investigations was, or were, being made of the incident of
16 March at My Lai (4)?

A, What do you mean by ever? Of course, I have
-within the last 2 or 3 months.

Q. While vou were acting as senior district advisor
to Son Tinh District?

A. No, sir, because I feel that I would have been
brought into it, sir.

(GAVIN) : 14 APP T-9
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Q. Did Colonel BARKER or Colonel HENDERSON or any-
body from division ever come to you and talk to you about
the situation in My Lai (4)7?

‘A. Not that I remember, sir.
Q. Do you recall any investigation of this incident

being made by ARVN? Either by the armed forces, the Viet-
namese armed forces, or by the province and/or the district?

A. No, sir. As I say, I had no knowledge of any
investigation. '
MR WEST: We have received testimony that when Task Force

Barker was preparing for this operation on 15 March 1968,
the commanders were briefed and this was passed on to the
“men of the companies that they expected the civilian popu-
lation of My Lai (4) to be out of the hamlet by 7 o'clock
in the morning going to the market at either Quang Ngai

or Son Tinh. Based on your experience there, would you
think this is a reasonable assumption that all the people
would be out of the hamlet?

A, No, not all of them, sir. Only of the women that
carried the stuff that they had to market, or that they had
to buy, they, in some cases would take their children with
them, but not the entire hamlet, no, sir.

. Q. Is it customary for the men to go to market, or
just the women?

A. No, sir, usually the men went out and worked in
their paddies, and this type of thing, and the women did
the marketing, carried the "chogie baskets."

Q. : Did the Vietnamese authorities, the government
- authecrities, make any planned effort to get the people of
- My Lai (4) to move out and move into the refugee camps?
A, Well, the people, as far as going out and forcing

- them to move, no, sir. We had them rounded up two or three
~ times. As a matter of fact, the ROK's had them rounded up

- (GAVIN) 15 APP T-9
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~that fall before Tet up near the Batangan Peninsula, and at
that time when the people were released from that camp, the
ones that had boats were allowed to go back to their hamlets
and pick up their boats, and their boats were then escorted
down to a resettlement village down in the mouth of the Song
Tra Khuc proper away from -the Batangan area, and the people,
the farmers, the ones that were from Binh Son District, the
next district to the north, you can see the boundary on the
map, they were taken then to the refugee camps in Binh Son.

| " This is what happened to these people when they were released

from these Korean Marines who had them rounded up. I had
numerous operations out in that area, both American and ARVN
combined operations, as well as RF/PF operations out to
district. We never got into the Pinkville proper because

" we didn't have enough force. But the people had ample
opportunlty to leave the area if they had so wished. The VC
weren't standing on the border saying, "No, you can't.”

I0: . May I ask if you had facilities to handle any
addltlonal refugees?

A. Well,‘as the refugees came‘in, facilities were
built, sir. ' :

Q. ' Yes.

A. ' Because in August of 1967, we did in a combined
operation open the road -all the way out to the mountains in
the west, and the people requested that we guard this road
and give them time to walk out. - Now these were people that
. were actually so deep in' VC territory that even though they

. wanted to come out of there, they couldn't. The VC could
prevent them because it was too long a walk. 2And we opened
the road, and I have forgotten the exact number, but there
were quite a few thousand that brought their cows, and their
other possessions with them.

MR WEST: So indications are that the civilians living in
My Lai (4) were there of their own free will, would you say?

A. Yes, sir.
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0. And you were there as the senlor advisor to the
district chief for about 2 years?

A. A year and a half, sir.

Q. Have you read accounts in the newspapers about
- the so-called My Lai incident?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did you ever hear of anything comparable to that
occurring in Vietnam during your time there?

.. A. No, sir, I didn't. And as I say, sir, there

- were cther incidents in the district involving Americans,
and I was right up in the big middle of them of necessity

. because there were formal investigations; the CID and all

- these people came down. There was one man that got shot on
a motorcycle along Highway 1, and there was another alleged
rape by American units, and these stand out in my mind. I
can remember exactly all the details. The 16th of March
doesn't stick out. .

Q. Could you gJ_Ve me a general idea of the nature

- and the extent of the investigation of incidents, what was

- normal in your experience?

A. EHow the others were handled?
Q. : ‘Yes.
'A. The CID from Chu Lai wouid come down and take

statements from everybody involved, and then I would go
down with the district chief to the scene if it was where
we could get. As I say, for these two different incidents
that came up, they are very vivid in my mind.

Q. It would be both by a division, investigation
- .and one by the Vietnamese?

A, ' The Vietnamese with the National Police, yes, sir.
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10: Are these criminal investigations or investiga-
tion of atrocities you are referring to, Colonel GAVIN?

A, These two, I believe, were criminal investiga-
tions. They were incidents that had happened in the govern-—
ment controlled area.

MR WEST: In your experience, are you aware cf any atro-
cities committed during this time which were the subject of
an investigation?

A. No, sir.
10: ‘Colonel MILLER.
COL MILLER: Based on your knowledge and experience in this

area, at what time of day is it most likely that there
would be fewer people in a hamlet?

A, In the early part of the morning.
Q. About what time?
A Seven o'clock. Because they would be up at day-

light. They would normally get to the market at 6 o'clock
or so, or start walking towards the market with their bas-
kets. This question might have been raised to me, but, if
it was, then the answer was misconstrued because the hamlet
would never be abandoned.

Q. Did the intelligence matters that came to the
district--you had an assistant, did most of it normally
come up to you, or did your assistant--were most of them
handled by your assistant?

A, _ These various intelligence reports, VC locations,
caches, tunnels, resupply movements that were projected, or
VC cadre meetings, this type of thing, when these came in,
I'd get a stack of them, and I, myself, would, as well as

my lieutenant, would read through them and plot them on this
map (indicating), so I would have a day to day knowledge of
the situation within the district.
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COL MILLER: That's all I have.

. COL WILSON: Had you ever had any reports about National
Police executing prisoners or VC suspects?

A No.

Q. Do you know why the ARVN district chief did not
know about this operation?

A, - I thought I explained that earlier.

COL WILSON: I'm sorry. I retract the statement if it is
in the record. I didn't get it.

Do you know who the advisor, the U.S. advisor,
to the 2d ARVN Division was during this period?

A, No, sir. I know the one that followed. I can't
remember his name. I can picture him, but I know the man
that followed him. The name won't come to me. Because we
worked--the division team,.and the district and the province
were separated. They separated them, finally, into two
different team numbers, and I'd get into that compound,

2d Division compound, gquite infrequently.

Q. Can you ‘give me the north-south grid line where
the GVN control terminated?

A. It's diagonal.
Q. ' ‘Could you describe it in general terms?
A, It would generally run from the mountains east

of An Loc, Nui Ngang Mountain, and then it would cut across
northwest to the intersection of the 69 (studying map) and....

I0: If you would, Colonel GAVIN, show us on
the map about where it is.

A, ' Generally, sir, it started here at the river
(indicating) and ran along the top of this mountain
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A, - Yes.

COL WILSON: May we have copies of your VC propaganda that
you referred to?

A. Yes.

Q. Do you have it with you?
A. No, I've got it at home. I live right here in

Alexandria though.

Q. Would you bring it down sometime?

A. : Yes. )
Q. About your map, can we reproduce it?

A. It's kind of beat up, but, yes, sir. These are

all the GVN names for the hamlets, sir, we carried on the
hamlet report, and they differ in many instances from the
map names.

Q. I would like to get with you after we've com-
pleted with you. That's all I have, sir.

COL FRANKLIN: Suppose in thie My Lai/Pinkville area, if American
forces were operating in there, would you give them certain
instructions, and I'm thinking, particularly if they

wanted to burn or destroy hootches or kill livestock, would

they have to clear it with you? What was your policy?

A, The Vietnamese policy here, and I didn't give
them any specific instructions, but anytime they went down
into this area for search and destroy, then they did destroy
the tunnel complexes, bunkers, and burn the houses. Now, the
livestock, no, sir, there was no slaughter of livestock.

Q. You mean this was forbidden?

A. it wasn't specifically forbidden, sir. It just
never came up. It was never done.

Q. Did anybody ever talk to you about the 16 March

operation, about going into My Lai (4) and burning and level-
ing and destroying and killing livestock?
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A, No, sir.

Q. If they would have asked you, would you have
given them permission?

A. No, sir. As far as burning the houses, sir, and
destroying the bunkers--

Q. (Interposing) I'm talking about houses, hootches,
and livestock.

- A. There was never any question on livestock, and I
wouldn't give that permission, no, sir. It was never done.

Q. Would you give permission to fire prep fire into
the village of My Lai (4), prep fire for the combat assault?

A. If it fell within this overlay that had been pro-
vided to me bv the Vietnamese, yes, sir, it would be cleared.
The mission request would be cleared. :

Q. You spent 18 months over there. Does it seem
logical to you that--you must have pretty good relations
with this guy TAN although he came in just before Tet--

but if he got a complaint from some village chief that some
hundred pecple had been massacred by Amerlcans, wouldn't he
normally come and ask you about this?

A. If he had substantial evidence, then he would
come to me, yes, sir.

Q -Did he speak English?

A. | Yes.

Q. You talked to himrevery day?

A, I talked to him every day.

Q. But he never mentioned this to ydu?

A, , No, sir.

Q. And yet he wrote a letter up to thé province
chief. What was the district chief's view towards these
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civilians in the My Lal area? Did he care about them?
What did he consider them?

A. He considered them VC, sir.

Q. " _All of them?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Little kids, women, éverybody?

A. As T say, I went out there on operations with the

RF/PF that he commanded, and the civilians were not combat-
ants and they were not fired upon. He didn't go out there
and--because I say, every operation, the people were there.
Anytime you went out into that area you would have people,
refugees, but they wouldn't go far. They just go off to the
side.

Q. You know this guy. Would he be concerned if
innocent civilians were killed in a military operatlon°
Would this upset him?

A. If they were killed by air or artillery, no, sir,

I don't think it would because he felt that since they were

there by choice, then this was the chance they were taking

by choice. But there was never any operation to go out

there and round them up and level the place, no, sir. It was
just SOP that whenever you went out there, whenever you

could get enough force to penetrate the area, the ARVN, the RF/PF,
whoever it was, would, just by SOP, burn the hootches and

destroy the bunkers, and if they had the explosives, the

tunnels and bunkers.

Q. In your opinion in 18 months in that area, do
you think it was possible to have a massacre of, let's say,
a hundred or more people up in that area and you not know
it?

A, Yes, sir.
c. You say it was possible?
A. Yes, sir. I think it would be possible because

that is out in the VC area.
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0. The 48th Local Force Battalion, is that supposed
to be a pretty good battalion?

A. Yes, sir, they sure were.

Q. Task Force Barker was going in to try and knock

out this battalion. I would imagine this would be of great
interest to you. This is the third major operation, I
believe, that they had conducted in about a month and a
half. It would seem that you would pay a lot of attention
and that you would be very interested in it?

A. There were two local force companies and the

48th that stayed in that area periodically. That was

their base area. They ran it. When they would get hurt
real bad, they would go back to the west to the mountains

to regroup, retrain, and rearm. As far as me getting hepped
Up on any one operation to go out there specifically to get
the 48th, we were always after the 48th, sir.

Q. You heard of this body count of over 100. Did .
yvou think that was a pretty good--did you believe it?

A. Yes, sir, because as I say, there were two com-
panies that stayed out there in addition to the 48th,; and
this did not include your local village and hamlet guerrilla,
guards, and this type thing. So, yes, sir, this to my know-
ledge would have been entirely feasible. As far as having
that many VC in that area, yes, sir. '

COL FRANKLIN: No more questions, sir.
I0: If it was feasible, assuming it was feasible,

what would you have expected the weapon count to be coming
out of an operation such as that?

,: A. Well, actually, sir, as I say, the people out

there were tralned to hide the weapons if the VC got killed,
and me not having been there, this is what I assumed when
the weapons count was so low.
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Q. : When you received the report of the operation,
was there any indication at all that a number of civilians
had been killed in the area?

A{ 'No, sir.
Q. By artillery or gunships?
A, No, sir, because, as I say, I just called that

night after the operation, or the next day, just called
them and said, "Well, what was your final count?" And this
was just for‘my‘own information because they never gave us
after action reports. We were not in their chain. It was
just a radio-type conversation.

Q. I have one more guestion I would like to ask.
You indicated that you had operated in this area on sev-
eral occasions?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. After thlS time, did the ARVN or did the RF
and the PF go back into this area7

A. ' Yes, sir.

Q. Did you get any bleed-coff at all or any infor-

mation at that time concerning an incident that might have
happened on the 16th?

A. . No, sir.

Q. Did you go into the My Lai area at that time on
any of your operations that you can recall? Think a minute.
Take a minute and think about it. ‘

A, I'm trying to think, sir. Eighteen months is a
lot of operations, and I was out in that area quite
frequently.

Q. I understand that.

A, I'm quite sure that one subsequent operation, we
went--no, sir, I was thinking we had gone all the way up
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there to My Lai (4), but we didn't. We stopped on what is
shown on your map as Ky Tay. That's the one because I
called a medevac for a small child that had his arm wounded.

Q. That was about 1,000 meters to the west?
A. Right, sir, about 1,000 meters. Because as 1

say, the VC had Hill 85, and they had mortars around it and
if we got out there too far, we'd get pasted up pretty bad.

Q. _ You left what time this year?
A. January 1969, sir.
Q. January. And when you left, what was the situ-

_ation with respect to the control of that area? You had
drawn an imaginary -line for us. Had that line moved to the
- east or what was the general attitude then in this area

2 or 10 months ago?

AL Yes, sir, it had moved to the east, and, also,
most of the people from that area, when I left, as a matter
of fact, the day I left, the day before I left, I was down,
in a helicopter down in the sand bar down by Quang Ngai
City because we were bringing all the refugees out. It was
that big amphibicus combined operation we had out there.

It included the ARVN, the Marines, to try to trap Battalion
48 and one other battalion out on the Batangan Peninsula and
encircle the area. When I left, I think they had brought
out about 12,000, well, 7,000 actually when I left. I
“heard later that the count was up higher than that.

Q. Was this the operation the 10lst Airborne Div-
ision was involved in?

A.. I believe so, sir. As I say, I was down in the
refugee rece1v1ng end at the big temporary refugee camp

- that province had set up to receive these people.

COL FRANKLIN: I'd like to ask one more question.
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You operated 18 months with the 4th Division,
Americal outfits, and Task Force Barker. With respect to
their combat effectiveness, morale, and relations with the
Vietnamese, how would you classify Task Force Barker?

A. I never dealt with the troops of Task Force
Barker, sir, so I really couldn't say. I wouldn't be in a
position to determine. I dealt, as I say, with Colonel
BARKER and the S3 and the S2, and these people, but as far
as going out on an operation with them, I never did.

Q. ' Did they give you the impression of a going out-
fit, the staff and Colonel BARKER, a going outfit who seemed
to know what it was all about?

A, : Yes, sir, they seemed to be a real gung ho outfit.
They knew what their Jjob was to get the VC out of this area.
Because it was mighty tough ocut there, sir.

COL MILLER: I think one or two of these will require your
-opinion more than precise knowledge. The village chief had
information upon which to make a report, and, yet, he is
somewhat to the west--

‘A, (Interposing) The village chief, sir.

Q. Of Son My. How would he have gotten this
information?
a. : The people went back and forth. They would come

into market, and the people who lived in the refugee camp
would talk to the people from the VC area, and those village
chiefs and hamlet chiefs that were in the refugee camps
could tell you everybody, by name, that was usually out
there in these various hamlets out in the VC area because
there was an exchange of informatiocn.

Q. Was it very probable that one of those people,
one of the relatives or one of the injured, might have gone

through the lines and had gone up to the South Vietnamese
gaovernment official--
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A. (Interposing) As I say, sir, there was no prob-
lem getting through the lines. All you had to do was walk
down the road. They came into Son Tinh market. If they
wanted, they. could do it. The people there in the east,
there was no restriction on their movement between the VC
area and the government area.

Q. . Was any compensation paid to people in the Viet
Cong controlled area for injuries to civilians?

A. (Shaking head in the negative.) Never came up.
There were never any claims or anything that I knew of.

IO0: Was there any solace payment which the GVN and
U.5. forces paid when somebody was injured or killed, let's
say by artillery fire, anythlng of this nature, whlch you
normally handled?

A, There was never any out there because the people
would come into the market, but they wouldn't come and put
a claim on that district, because the first thing he asks
is, "Why are you out there?"

COL MILLER: If any of them had a complaint to make, most
likely, somebody from that village could have come back into
the GVN area and made the complaint.

A, ~ Oh, yes. BAs I say, the women came into this
market at Son Tan. ' :

Q. But you know of no complaint like that?

- A. Oh, no, sir. ULike I say, there was nothing to

make that operation stand out from any of the many others

I had worked with. '

I0: Colonel GAVIN, we are just about to finish with
our inquiry with you. Before we do so, however, we would

like you to think for a minute and then provide for us any
additional information that you can think of which might
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assist us in this inquiry concerning the evidence, of in-
vestigations which were conducted of the My Lai incident.
Any attempts that may have been made to suppress informa-
tion of the My Lai incident, or anything which in your
judgment would be of assistance to this hearing.

A. Sir, I honestly can't think of a thing, sir,
because as I say, I didn't even know anything about it
until it came out in the paper. I had been involved in

these other incidents and they were very vividly clear - and
here there was nothing.

I0: This hearing will now recess.

(The hearing recessed at 1655 hours, 6 December
1969)

(END OF PAGE)
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(The hearing reconvened at 1800 hours,
11 February 1970.)

10: The hearing will come to order.

RCDR: The following named persons are present: LTG PEERS,
MR WEST, MR MACCRATE, MR WALSH, COL FRANKLIN, COL ARMSTRONG, COL
MILLER, LTC ROGERS, and MAJ LYNN.

The hearing recalls Lieutenant Colonel David C. GAVIN.

I remind you that you remain under cath for this

hearing.
A, Yes, sir.
IG: Colonel GAVIN, since you last appeared before this

inguiry, which was in the early part of December, we have
talked to a large number of people. All told, including those
we have talked to before, we have talked to something in excess
of 350 pecple.

In addition, we have assembled gquite a large number
of documents which have to do with the My Lai incident, the
incident itself, the reporting of the incident by various means
and the investigation of the incident ‘or incidents.

In addition to talking to the people here in the
United States, Mr. MACCRATE and myself and some other members
of the ingquiry team have visited South Vieétnam where we have
had an opportunity to talk to the people in the various head-
guarters of MACV, III MAF, and so forth. We have also visited the
" Americal Division, the 1llth Brigade, LZ Dottie. We have also
been to the 2d ARVN Division headquarters, to province head-
guarters, to Son Tinh District, and we have talked to the
Americans that are associated with those headquarters. Some
of them at the present time, and some of whom were there
previously, and we have talked to a large number of the
responsible Vietnamese authorities, including such individuals
as Colonel TOAN, now General TOAN, and Colonel KHIEN, who was
replaced as the province chief while we were there. We talked
to his successor Colonel BINH, and we have also talked to, now
Captain TAN, who was the information officer or intelligence
officer at province headquarters in Quang Ngai. We have
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talked to General LAM and III MAF headquarters. 1In addition
to all of these, we visited the so called My Lai (4) Hamlet.
It's actually Thuan Yen Subhamlet of Tu Cung Village, as you
know. Actually, there are a total of five subhamlets in Tu
Cung Village. :

So we are pretty well organized as to the geography
of the area, the organization of the command, and how the
operation took place. What I am saying is that we have a great
wealth of information at the present time.

A. Yes, sir.

Q. So with this, we are taking advantage now of
filling in some of the gaps. This is one of the reasons we
called you in, to fill in some of these gaps and to ask you
some additional questions. Before we do, however, I would
like Colonel MILLER who, as you know, is a representative of
-the Office of the Judge Advocate General, to warn you of your
rights and advise you concerning what we suspect of you.

A. All right, sir.

COL MILLER: On the bases of the evidence that has been
received and considered in this investigation since you last
testified, I inform you that you are now suspected of having
committed certain cffenses in wiolaticon of the Uniform Code
of Military Justice. These having been done, if they were,
in connection with your actions or your failure to take
action with respect to information and reports which came to
your official attention and which pertain to the alleged
killing of Vietnamese civilians in significant numbers by
American troops in the Son My Village area during the period
of about 16 to 18 March of 1968.

More specifically, you are suspected of failure
to obey general regulations concerning the reporting of
knowledge or information of reports that pertain to alleged
suspected or apparent war crimes.

Secondly, of dereliction of duty in that you had

brought to your official attention through Vietnamese channels
allegations and reports of killing of significant numbers of
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Vietnamese civilians by American troops in Son My area on or about
16 to 18 March 1968 and that you failed to take affirmative

action to verify this information or to seek the additional
reports and information through Vietnamese channels.

Under the circumstances, I also want to be certain
that you understand your right with respect to giving testi-
mony and your right to counsel.

First of all, you have a right to remain silent and
answer no question whatsoever. :

Any statement you do make can be used as evidence
against you in a criminal trial.

You have a right to consult with counsel, and by
counsel I mean a qualified lawyer. This counsel could be civi-
lian ccunsel of your won choice who would be employed by you
at your own expense or it could be military counsel who will
be provided for you. If you wish, you could employ civilian
counsel and also have military cousel made available. If you
have counsel of your own selection that you would prefer and if
he is reasonably available, we will try to make him available.
Otherwise, you will receive a designated counsel.

You may decide to proceed and answer dquestions
without having counsel present, and this is also your right.
If you do that, your same rights with respect to giving tes-
timony or refusing to answer guestions at anytime will apply,
and you can stop answering questions, refuse to answer parti-
cular questions, or you can request the appointment of counsel
at any time.

Do you understand what I have said so far?
10: Before you go on, I want to add one thing here
-for the matter of the record. 1In your last statement, you said
he is specifically suspected of, and your last phrase was
"failed to take affirmative action to verify this information,
or seek additional reports and information through Vietnamese
channels."” :

COL MILLER: Yes, sir.
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I0: And I would like to add in there, through
Vietnamese and/or U.S. channels.

COL MILLER: Do you understand the addition to that Suspicion
which has to do with dereliction of duty?
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Yes, sir.
Do you understand what I have said so far?
Yes.

You understand what your rights are? Do you wish

explain them furthexr?
No, sir.

Would you at this time wish to have counsel made

available to you or to be given an opportunity to seek civilian
counsel?

A.

You say that I can elect to have counsel at a

later time during the course of interrogation?

Q.

Yes, or you can refuse to answer any questions on

your own at any time.

A,

like to reserve the right.

Q.
A,
Q.
A.

Q.

counsel

A.
Q.

A'

at

10:

1970.)

(GAVIN)

I would
sir.

I'll answer, sir, but as I say,
I am rather taken aback,

No, sir,

Are you willing to answer questions at this time?
Yes, sir,

Do you waive your right to counsel at this time?
sir.

At this time, ves,

It can always be reinstated. You can request

any time if you wish.
Yes, sir.

And you waive your right not to testify?
Yes, sir.

The hearing will recess at this time.

(The hearing recessed at 1809 hours, 1l February‘
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(The hearing reconvened at 1000 hours, 12 February

1970.)
I0: The hearing will come to order.
RCDR: The following named persons are present: LTG PEERS,

MR WEST, MR MACCRATE, MR WALSH, COL FRANKLIN, COL MILLER, COL
ARMSTRONG, LTC RODGER, and MAJ LYNN.

Sir, the hearing recalls Lieutenant Colonel David
C. GAVIN.

(LTC GAVIN was recalled as a witness, was reminded
that he was still under oath, and testified as follows:)

COL MILLER: Colonel Gavin, just before we recessed last night

- I advised you that you are now suspected of certain offenses, and
that you had a right to either military or civilian counsel

or both. Military counsel would be provided if you wish. I

also advised that you do not have to make any statement what-
soever. If you decide to testify, nevertheless, you may

refuse to answer any questions or any further gquestions or
request counsel during the hearing. You've indicated that you
wish to %estify. Are you still willing to testify and answer
gquestions at this time?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you understand about your right to counsel and
your right with respect to testimony?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Understanding that, you still wish to answer
questions at this time?

A, I do, sir.
Q. Do you want counsel?
CA. - No, not at this time, sir.
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- I0: Colonel GAVIN, I went over it last evening. I
indicated the additional information that we assembled be-
tween the time we last talked to you and the present time,
also the documents. I would ask Mr. MACCRATE to direct the
questioning here this morning. After he gets through on each
~of these points, any of the other individuals here at the

" table may direct questions to you.

MR MACCRATE: Colconel GAVIN, we are aware that during some
periods in the March-April time frame that you were actually
away from the Son Tinh District? .

A. Yes, sir.

Q. And I think it would be. helpful to us and helpful
in tracing events at that time if we could fix those dates
that you were away.

A. All right, sir.

0. We can perhaps help you. We do have some infor-
mation on this, but if you have any information that relates
to this, I think if we could--

"A. : (Inferooq1ng) I have some documentation, sir,
some of thé R&R and leave orders that I brought back from my
personal file. I am missing the order for Bangkok. However,
I did pinpoint those dates by use of my check records, in
other words, the date and number of the check and to whom I
wrote it, so I can pinpoint those dates. My special leave,
and these are the dates that extend from the day that I

left Quang Ngai until the day I returned to Quang Ngail,

this would normally include 1 day on each end, because I'd
have to wait until I got an aircraft to go down. This special
leave was from 24 May to 2 July. I do have the orders on
that. The R&R to Bangkok was from 4 May to 13 May. This is
the one I had to get from the check information. My R&R to
Hawaii was in October, from the 1lth to the 21lst of October.

Q. -~ Is that 19677
A. 1968.
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Q. 1968.

A. And then I had emergency leave which began on 9
November for approximately 2 weeks. That's when my sister
died, and I had to come back. There was one other period
that I had orders, it was for R&R, if I could get on the
plane. I went up to Danang and they could't get me on, so
I used it as an in-country R&R. I was there 3 or 4 days,
but I don't have any documentation. I can't pinpoint that
one in any way.

Q. Well, we understand that the last period may have
been in the month of April.

A, It could have been, sir, but I don't have anything.
I was hoping, as I told your people when they called me about
these dates earlier, that they would have the sign out
registers there, because when I went on something like that

I signed in and signed out. I was hoping that this would
pinpoint it, but other than that I have no documentation.

Q. Well, you had an a551stant by the name of
Captain RODRIGUEZ.

a. Right, sir.

0. ' And vyou may recall that there was é period that

he was away in Saigon early in April. Does this help you to
fix the time that you tock this trip up to Danang trying to
get out to Bangkok?

A. No, sir, we wouldn't have been both gone at once,
so if you got his pinpointed, then this is all I can say. I

- wouldn't try to take off. This was not a scheduled R&R., I
was just tryving to go, because I had an in-country and I had
R&R, and I was getting very close to my time for my special
leave. I wanted to try to get them both in. This is why I
say he and I would not be gone together because mine was more
of a bychoice absence.

I0: You'll remember with respect to Captain RODRIGUEZ,

why he went to Saigon. He went down because of his retirement
papers.
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A. His physical, right, sir. It was a physical that

- he had to go down for, but the date, sir, no, sir. To further
pinpoint it, they called and asked about Easter Sunday. I
don't know the significance or anything, but I sat down and

I have a statement here that I had made up for the S2 of the
4/3 which regarded an operation. This statement was made out--
I typed it myself there on the hill--it was dated 16 April

in regard to an operation on 2 April.

This is another thing I can't pin down, but I had
been away, and when I got back on Monday somebody told me
Captain LAUSON had been down there a couple of times trying
to get this statement (indicating a piece of paper later
entered as Exhibit M-114) because he needed to send it in
with the two citations. This was for the Bronze Star Award.
They needed both citations to go in together, because they
were in the same operation. This was typed up, after I looked
at the date, on Tuesday the 16th. Now this sticks in my mind;
‘this is something that rings a bell, that I had been away, and,
as I said, he'd been down here after this thing. Then he
came down the next day, and I typed it up. :

But as I say, sir, this 1s as close as I can get
now. I did also sit down with my check stubs, and this is
about the best reference I had, and pinpointed specific
dates when I was there, because there were checks that I wrote
for bills, which means I had gotten my mail, and T was there -
with my checkbook. I didn't carry it around with me. I've
got dates here which are from my check stubs, exact dates
when I was there, but I don't have other dates or documentation
as to when I was away.

Q. Did you find any checks between 10 April and 16
April? .
A, No, sir. I don't have any. I wrote one on Sunday

the 7th, and then there's none until the 26th as a matter of
fact. The statement falls in here on the 1l6th, and I know
that I typed that personally on the 1l6th.

Q. Well, this accords with Captain RODRIGUEZ's

recollection, that you were in fact gone from perhaps the
10th. Sometime on the 10th he believes he returned.
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A. Sir, I don't remember where I went. I think it
was probably this R&R that I went wp and tried to get out on
and didn't and then just stayed in Chu Lai and took it as an
in-country R&R.

Q. Do you recall that on 17 April there was an
operation? You came back the day before, an operation in
which the district adv1sor was involved?

A, ‘ Not in any specific operation. However, now that
you mention Captain RODRIGUEZ, I believe I was sweatlng his
getting back, because I already had these permissive orders
at that time to leave on that day. I remember him coming in,
and I think I told him "Now that you're here," and I went
right out. So that must have been this one where I tried to
get out and didn't, sir. That rings a bell, him coming back
and walking in with a suitcase. I think I had mine packed,
and I was sweating his return so that I could get out. That
operation on the day follow1ng, unless there's something
specific about it, doesn’'t ring a bell, no, sir.

Q. I think this does tend to confirm what we have
previously assembled as to the dates of when you might have
been out of Son Tinh. With respect to the 1nd1v1duals who
were with you in the district at that time, you've already
referred to Captain RODRIGUEZ. Can you recall Lieutenant
TAN who was the district chief?

A. Right, sir, district chief.
Q. And you had a sergeant with you at the district?
A, I had three sergeants, sir. I went through three

different teams because of the 18 month stay. At that time
it was Captain TAN, Captain RODRIGUEZ, Lieutenant DAWKINS,
and I'm not sure whether it was Sergeant WILLIS at that tlme.

Q. Sergeant CRADDOCK, perhaps?
A, CRADDOCK, a colored sergeant, right, sir.

Q. Down at the district office there was a civilian?
(GAVIN) 39 APP T-9
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A, Mr. SITTIG, ves, sir. He lived with us.
Q. Then up at Binh Son there was Major WILLOUGHBY and
Mr. RESSEGIUE?
A. Bob RESSEGIUE and WILLOUGHBY, right, sir.
Q. We talked to all these people since we spoke with
you. You recall we spoke with you way back on 6 December.
A. : Right, Sirl
" Q, ' We've had an opportunity from them to sketch in a

great deal of the background. We also talked with a man that
we understand was your interpreter.

A. Well: I had three. I had a pretty tough time with
interpreters. I had three different ones. :

Q. : Sergeant Nguyen Quan TU?

‘A. TU, right, Sergeant TU.

Q. Then we've talked with Mr. MAY, Colonel GUINN,

Colonel GREEN, General TOAN, and Colonel KHIEN, SO you can see
that we had a chance to speak with a number of people that you
were dealing with at that time. I think we can help you to put
the situation together, as you try to recall it. Then in
addition, we actually paid a visit to Son Tinh District. We
were up on the hill there and went into your shop. One thing
we did find was a dearth of any records in the office.

A, Well, the only records, sir, that we would normally
maintain was the log which we logged the operations. We
logged radio messages, incoming and outgoing. We logged our
normal after action reports and kept in a green ledger type
book and just entries made, sir. Other than that, we had no
formal record system at district level.

Q. Did you have any correspondence or prepare any
- memoranda or papers?

A, ' No, sir. The only papers we normally prepared in
writing were the monthly hamlet report and the status of the
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Vietnamese forces report. This possibly came in later, this
status of forces report. They were monthly reports on standard

forms. .

Q. ' And what would you do with the retained file copy

.0f such?
A. Those were kept in the file cabinet, sir. And

they were all there when-I left. But as far--as I say, the
daily messages were just kept in the ledger.

I0: What about ‘any correspondence that you may get from
the district chief or from prov1nce° Would you keep that or
just chuck it out?

A, _ That would depend on what it was, sif. If it was

a directive or something of a lasting nature, then we would
keep it. If it was intelligence reports or this type thing,
they would be screened. Since they were confidential, we'd
normally screen them, plot it on the map, and then destroy
them because of the classification. We usually got maybe any-
where from a half to an inch of these a day.

Q. Are you talking about the HES reports?
A. No, sir. These are the intelligence--
Q. (Interposing} HNo, the other ones. You talked

about your monthly reports which you had to submit to province
covering your district.

A, : Those were filed, and every one that had ever been
submitted, sir to my knowledge, were still there on file.

Q. And then in addition to that you had to file your
HES reports?

A. This was the HES report, sir, the Hamlet Evalua-
tion Report.

Q. - . You also submitted a very brief monthly report

which was used for 1nput into the Quang Ngai Province report,
wasn't it?
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A. Yes, sir, a narrative that was attached to this
machine listing. : '

MR MACCRATE: Do you ever remember receiving or being shown a
copy by Lieutenant TAN of a letter from a village chief to
Lieutenant TAN relating to an allied operation on 16 March
into Tu Cung and Co Luy hamlets of Son My village?

A. No, sir.

Q. I'd like to show you Exhibit M-49. You'll see
that it consists of a Vietnamese copy and then there's an
English translation on top of it. I ask you if that in any
way refreshes your recollection of something that Lieutenant
TAN may have shown you almost 2 years ago?

A. No, sir, I never saw this letter.

Q. Well, I'd like you to read the letter and ask you
if you recall at any time hearing any part of the content of
that letter from Lieutenant TAN or any other way.

A. No, sir.

Q. You have previously provided us with a map, which

you used during the time you were serving there (Exhibit MAP-3).
You'll see that you have noted on there over in the Son My
Village area the hamlet of Tu Cung, but then over along the
shore you have something that is labeled Co Lay.

A, Right, sir.

Q. Were you aware that that was also referred to as Co
Luy, L-U-Y, by the Vietnamese?

A. No, sir. But it would have been close enough that
I would have recognized it, because it was the only hamlet that
I had that was anywhere near that.

Q. Along about this time do you recall any conver-
sations with Lieutenant TAN about reports that he was
receiving from the village chiefs or the hamlet chiefs
relating to what had occurred in an allied operation out at
Son My Village?
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A. No, sir, I don't. This might sound strange, but
I'm under oath, but no, sir. '

Q. 'Did you ever recall upon your return, possibly
after you were away, speaking with Captain RODRIGUEZ about
any such reports?

A, No, sir.’

Q. Or anything that he had done with respect to such
reports?
A. No, sir. I distinctly remember chewing Captain

'RODRIGUEZ out for the status, the shape the hill was in, but
nothing of this nature, no, sir.

Q. Well, what was this, chewing him out for the sta-
tus the hill was in?

- A. Well, just the way the place looked, sir. He
just hadn't run a tight ship, I'll put it that way, sir.
Q. When was this, what peribd of time?
A, This was upon my return from special leave, sir.
Q. When yvou had been away for a long period of time?
A, Thirty to thirty—five days, sir.
Q. Not when ydu were away 4 or 5 days?
A. ' No, sir. This was after my special leave in this

particular instance, sir.

Q. Did you ever hear that Lieutenant TAN during the
month of April had made a report to the province chief of
Quang Ngai Province, Colonel KHIEN, regarding an operation up
~in this area and what had resulted by way of kllllng civilians
out in Tu Cung, Co Luy?-

A. No, sir. I remember a letter that you showed me
when I was here earlier, sir, and I didn't see that letter.
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Q; The letter we showéd you at that time was dated
28 March. :

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you have any recollection of a later letter

that was sent to the district chief and to the province chief
that had considerably more information in it and considerably
more serious charges° :

A. No, sir, I don't. I really don't understand

it, because every other thing that came up that lnvolved the-
Americans TAN was in there, had me, and he said, "We go."

As I say, this was including these other two instances that
had happened in the district, the alleged rape by the Americans
and the shooting of a civilian on a motorcycle. He was right
in there grabbing me, and we 'd go because it involved Ameri-
cans.

Q. I want to show you this document, Exhibit M-29,
and it may refresh your recollection. This is the clearest
Vietnamese copy, and here is an English translation together
with a Vietnamese copy. And you'll notice down in the lower
left-hand corner it says, "Major U.S. Advisor, Son Tinh Sub-

section, courtesy copy." ©Now that would be you, would it not?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. I'd like you to read that letter.

A. No, sir, because the only thing that leaps right

out here at me is in response, "The operational forces attacked
the village, assembled the people, and shot and killed, " no,
sir,

Q. Well, maybe you saw a poor translation of this.
‘Do you ever recall seelng anything comparable to thls,'refer-
ence to 400 people in Tu Cung Hamlet, 90 more people in Co
Luy Hamlet of Son My Village?

A. No, sir, I don’'t. TU was a pretty good translater,
and I don't think that that word would have been missed. When

this thing broke in the papers, that was what really shocked
me because I just couldn't comprehend_it, sir.
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Q. Well, Colonel GAVIN, TU states that he translated
this letter for you.

A. Sir, TU translated as a matter of course. He

would translate the letters and put the translated copy with
the Vietnamese copy stapled together up on the sideboard.

As to whether I read the letter, sir, I don't remember reading
it. And I say this truthfully.

Q. " Well, if anything as serious as this in its alle- ‘
gations had come into the district headquarters and those who
were in the headquarters with you knew about it and were
talking about it, was there any question in your mind that
they would have shared that with you?

A. I should think so, sir, but as  far as any talk,

it was never talked as far as I know. I don't remember

- hearing any talk. TU translated operations orders. He
translated a multitude of documents. Some of our intelligence
reports, not a great percentage, but a percentage of them came
in in Vietnamese, and he had to translate those. He would
translate them, staple them together, and lay them over on

the sideboard. Normally, Lieutenant DAWKINS screened

- through the intelligence reports.

Q. Do you ever recall being told about this document
by anyone? :
A. ' No, sir, I don't.
Q. _ . Well, let me read to you just one question and an-
- swexr of our interrogation of, now, Captain TAN in South Viet-
. nam: o '
"Q. Captain TAN, while this was going on, had you
kept Major GAVIN informed of what information you
were getting from the village chiefs and the ham-
let chiefs, and were you glVlng him copies of these
reports? :
"A, On the letter of 28 March, I did discuss this
with him, but I didn't give him a copy. On the
letter of 11 April, I did give him a copy of this
» 1etter-" :
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This letter is M-29, that I've just shown you.
That is now Captain TAN's recollection of what he did with
respect to this letter, Exhibit M-29. Do you have any know-
ledge of hearing of a communication that may have gone from
Colonel KHIEN to Colonel TOAN, the commanding general of the
2d ARVN Division?

A, No, sir.

Q. Do you have any recollection of hearing that
General, then Colonel, TOAN had directed that an investigation
be conducted with respect to the alleged killing of civilians
in Tu Cung and Co Luy?

A. No, sir.

Q. I'd 1like to show you Exhibit M-36, which you'll
se¢ is an internal communication from Major PHO, the G2 of the
2d ARVN Division, to Colonel TOAN regarding an American unit
operating in east Son Tinh on 16 March 1968, that shot and
killed more than 400 civilians. That's the subject. Then
he attaches to the memorandum a copy of a VC propaganda leaf-
let and a copy of this letter from Captain, then Lieutenant,
TAN to Colonel KHIEN of 11 April 1968. Do you have any re-
collection of hearing about such a report being made to Colo-
nel TOAN and any action taken by Colonel TOAN as a result of
receiving that report?

A. No, sir, I didn't. This VC thing also contains
this "assembled and killed." No, sir.

Q. If you'll look at the first page of the Vietnam-
ese, you'll see handwriting on the left-hand side. Colonel
TOAN has identified that as his directive with respect to the
action that he instructed be taken at that time. You have no
recollection at this time of ever hearing of such transpiring?
A. ~ No, sir.

I0: Looking at the letter of 11 April, which is en-
closed, you'll notice down at the bottom that a copy of that
was sent to Colonel TOAN.

MR MACCRATE: 2And a copy also went to MACV, Quang Ngai Sector.
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Do you have any recollection of any conversations w1th Colonel
GUINN with respect to any such communication?

A. No, sir.
Q. It also appears on Exhibit M-29.
A, No, sir, because this last paragraph also is not

familiar at all. This, "Really an atrocious attitude, if it
cannot be called an act of insane violence. Request you inter-
vene on behalf of the people." No, sir.

0. You say you don't recall the last paragraph but
you do recall some of the subject matter of the letter?

A. No, sir. This is even more so because that stands
out. It hits me right in the face.

Q. Colonel GAVIN, I should caution you at this time
that your testimony is directly contrary to that of others
that we have received. I've already indicated this to you.
Your awareness of the content of this letter has been brought
to us in several ways, and I want you to be very careful as
ycocu look at that letter to differentiate between a transla-
tion, little nuances in translation and the thrust, the sub-
ject matter of the letter.

A. Well, sir, I have no way of proving it other than
my word and my knowledge. I mean that, but this killing 500
people, no, sir.

Q. I want you to think back to the situation at that
time at Son Tinh District headquarters. You were there on a
very intimate basis with living in close circuanstances with
Captain RODRIGUEZ and Lieutenant DAWKINS, and you talked about
“things as they came along. Do you have any recollection
of talking with Captain RODRIGUEZ and Lieutenant DAWKINS about.
such allegations, allegations with respect to operations that
you would have recognized as those of Task Force Barker that
had recently been conducted? Perhaps you thought they were
outrageous, but do you have any recollection of such charges
~and ‘allegations being discussed by those two men with you?

) A. I don't recollect it, sir, and I mean this.

Q. I now show you Exhibit M-30, which is a statement
dated 14 April 1968, signed by Captain Angel M. RODRIGUEZ,
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assistant district advisor, Son Tinh District. Do you hawve
any recollection of seeing that document?

A. No, sir.

Q. Do you recall Captain RODRIGUEZ speaking w1th you.
about that document and its preparation?

A. No, sir, I don't :ecall it.

Q. Don't yéu recall that on 16 April when you came

back from Danang that he told you what had occurred in the
intervening days and told you about preparing this statement
and about the request that had been received from the province
advisor to talk with Lieutenant TAN, how he had talked to
Lieutenant TAN, and prepared this statement, Exhibit M-307?

A. No, sir, because I think if he had discussed it
with me, he would have shown me the statement and I've never
seen it, because this contains the same thing, about them
lining people up and shooting them. I had never heard any-—
thing about that until I read it in the paper.

Q. Colonel GAVIN, Captain RODRIGUEZ has a clear re-—
collection of bringing this to your attention, your discussion.
with him. Lieutenant DAWKINS recalls discussing this same
subject with you and Captain RODRIGUEZ.

A. , Well, as I say, sir, he says he did and I say I
have no recollection of it.

"I0: Don't you recall sitting down with DAWKINS and
these people at the lunch table and discussing these things?
We have DAWKINS who indicated that he remembers a discussion
between you and RODRIGUEZ talking about this particular thing,
and the letter from the village chief to the district chief
and the district chief's letter. He has a reasonably good
recollection of it; not as vivid as RODRIGUEZ. RODRIGUEZ
remembers all this and talking to you and briefing you on

the paper?

A. No, sir, because it contains the statements about

lining people up and shooting them. This is why I also stated
earlier that I was so shocked when I read this thing in the :
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papers. We had civilians killed before, but it was by air and
artillery and this type thing.

Q. ° If what you say is true, how can a thing like this
go on in your headquarters and you not know?

A. I don't know, sir, to tell you the truth.

Q. ' You're running the district advisory team, and it
transpired even though you were gone for a day or 2 in

sion between Lieutenant TAN and Captain RODRIGUEZ and also
with province advisory group. They also received a copy

of the 11 April letter.  So there's more than a little
discussion going on, and it didn't die down in a matter of

1 day or 2 days, not by a long sight.

A. Well, all I can say is I don't know how it hap-

~ pened, but I was not aware. I don't know what else I can say
in my, it appears now, defense, but I can make that state-
ment and have a clear conscience, sir. I would have no

" reason to cover up knowledge of the thing.

Q. ' But gquite obviously, there's something here that's
‘going on because here's a paper of considerable import that's
right in your own headquarters and you don‘t know about

it. You never heard about it, nobody ever mentioned it, but
the three key individuals there, Lieutenant TAN, Captain
RODRIGUEZ, and Lieutenant DAWKINS all indicate your familiar-
ity with it. If you were familiar with this, you would have
to be familiar with the other.

:WA. ' Well, as I say,‘éir, I'm not familiar with this.

MR MACCRATE: Moreover, the recollections of Captain RODRIGUEZ
coincides with yours exactly, that you were anxious for him to
get back from Saigon. As closely as we can fix the date, you
did depart from Son Tinh shortly after he arrived on 10 April.
A. . Right, sir.

Q. aAnd you returned probably, at least, by 16 April.

That you were not there the day that this paper was prepared
is -
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probably the case, but it is his clear recollectlon that he
reported this to you and told you how he came to prepare it,
the regquest that had been received, and all of the circum-
stances. Furthermore, there is additional action that was
taken with respect to this statement.

A. Well, sir, if he did, I don't remember, and I have
no recollection whatsoever of this piece of paper. I do re-
member, as I say, when I was trying to nail down these things
about this statement. I remember somebody telling me when I
walked in that this captain had been there trying to get this
statement (later enterxred as Exhibit M-~114). That I remember.

RCDR: This statement will be entered into the record and

marked as Exhibit M-114. (Document entered is a 16 April 1968
statement by LTC GAVIN in support of recommendation of awards

for CPT LAUSON and PFC JOHNSON.)

MR MACCRATE: Colonel GAVIN, I would like you to lock at two
pages of VC propaganda, which were a part of M-36, and ask you
if you ever recall seeing a copy of those pages?

(I0 and COL FRANKLIN leave the hearing room.)

A.  This looks like the same document that you showed
- me in December, and I have not seen it. No, sir.
Q. o You never recall seeing that or a comparable

translation of it?

A. No, sir. I brought in all the propaganda that I
had plcked up. I brought it in here and made vou copies of it,
51r. .

Q. Just to be clear on the record, I'd like to show
latlon of a notice such as that, dated 28 March 19682

A. . - No, sir.

Q. You don't recall having seen that?

A. No, sir.
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Q. We will recess temporarily at this time.

: (The hearing recessed at 1053 hours, 12 February
1970.) :

(The hearing reconvened at 1130 hours, 12 February

{Present during the proceedings were LTG PEERS, MR
WEST, MR MACCRATE, MR WALSH, COL ARMSTRONG, COL MILLER and
- LTC ROGER and MAJ LYNN.)

. I0: Colonel GAVIN, in your testimony this morning you
told us certain things which have been directly contradictory
to other testimony, which we've had from other witnesses.
Also, you have disassociated yourself from and have shown a
lack of knowledge of documents which we know were in the
headquarters and were addressed to' your headquarters, which

- we incidentally found at the headquarters of Son Tinh Dis-
trict. This causes us to have additional suspicions of some-
thing that you may possibly be involved in. At this time I
will ask Colonel MILLER to go on. Colonel MILLER?

COL MILLER: Colonel, as a result of your testimony this
morning you are suspected of having given false testimony
under ocath today, and that constitutes the olifense of false
swearing which is in viclation of Article 134 of the Uniform
.Code of Military Justice. Your testimony has also- caused you
to be suspected of the suppression of, and the possible par-

_ tlclpatlon in a conspiracy to suppress, 1nformatlon and reports
concerning, and also the investigation of, acts allegedly
"committed by American troops, more specifically Task Force
Barker troops, during the Task Force Barker operations in

the Son My area of Vietnam on approximately 16 to 18 March
1968. This information and reports and the investigation

< to which I refer, which you are suspected of suppressing

and conspiring to 'suppress, concern alleged serious offenses
which are in violation of the Laws of War and the Uniform Code
of Military Justice, that is, these alleged acts committed

by American troops in that area.

Now, I did advise you yesterday with respect to
your right to counsel and to testify, and I will cover it

again with respect to these acts, as well as the other
matters.
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You still have the right to remain silent, to answer no fur-
ther questions, or you have the right to be represented by
counsel. Any statement that you do make can be used in evi-
dence against you. If you wish to have counsel, you can, as I
stated before. It can be civilian counsel employed by you, or
military counsel will be appointed. If you have a military
counsel of your choice, if he is reasonably available, he will
be appointed. If you do continue to answer questions and tes-
tify, yvou may do so without counsel. We feel that you are
aware of your rights and may make an intelligent waiver of
this right. If you do decide to answer questions without
courisel, you may still refuse to answer guestions and termi-
nate the questioning at any time or request counsel at any
time. Would you like to have me relate again the suspicions
or acts of which you are suspected?

A. ' It won't be necessary. I feel, however, I would
be remiss if I didn't get counsel at this point., I

have made no false statements. If that is your suspicion,
‘then, sir, I have no other choice.

IO: ~ The hearing will recess at this time..

(The hearing recessed at 1134 hours, 12 February

1970.)
(The hearing reconvened at 1900 hours, 12 February
1970.)
I0: The hearing will come to order.
RCbR: The following persons are pfesent: LTG PEERS, MR

WEST, MR MACCRATE, MR WALSH, COL FRANKLIN, COL MILLER, LTC
ROGERS, LTC PATTERSCN, and MAJ LYNN, '

Sir, the hearing recalls Lieutenant Colonel David
GAVIN. ’

Colonel GAVIN, sir, I remind you that you remain
under oath before this hearing.

Sir, are you represented by counsel?
A. Yes, I am.
RCDR: Will counsel please state his full name, rank,
Social Security number, organization, and station?
(GAVIN) 52 APP T-9
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IC: Robert A. MANGRUM, Captain, . I'm as-
signed to the Office of The Judge Advocate General here at
the Pentagon. _

RCDR: Thank you.

.COL MILLER: Colonel GAVIN, earlier today, you were informed
of additional offenses. of which you are suspected. I again
read you the rights with respect to counsel and testimony,
‘and at that point you requested counsel. Since that time,
Captain MANGRUM has been made available as counsel for you.

_ Captain} you are a lawyver admitted to practice
law, I believe.

IC: - Yes, sir. _

Q.rhl' A membér 6f'thé Judge‘Advocate General Corps?

IC: - Yes, sir.

Q. " Colonel GAVIN, are you satisfied with Capfain
MANGRUM as your counsel? : :

CA, : Yes,‘gir, 1 am.

Q. Have you had opportunify to'consult with him suf-
ficiently? S : ,

A. ' _Yes; I have, sir.

Q. vFor the record, he has had made availéble the

entire testimony, including a transcript of the testimony
that was given this morning. I have a copy here if you wish
to refer to it further at any time. Would you like me to re-
peat all your rights with respect to testifying or remaining
silent?

A. No, sir, it's not necessary, sir. I have a state-
ment.
Q. ' All right. My next question then, are you willing
at this time to make a statement or to answer questions.
A. I want to make a statement, sir.
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MR WEST: Are you not going to answer any questions?

A, No, sir.
Q. On what grounds?
A, I have conferred with counsel, sir, and I have

nothing to add to my previous testimony.

Q. That is not a sufficient basis for refusing to an-
swer questions.

A. Well, I was informed earlier, sir, that I had the
option of remaining silent.

Q. Well, that's for a very particular reason. I sug-
gest you confer with your counsel.

COL MILLER: You have the option of remaining silent and not
testifying with respect to any matter of which you are now
suspect. You might discuss that with your counsel.

A. ' Yes, sir, I——

Q. ’ (Interposing) Are you declining to testify on your
Article 31, UCMJ rights, or for other reasons.

IC: Under Article 31, sir.
A. Article 31, UCMJ, sir.
Q. On the grounds agalnst self-incrimination, which

you would not testify with respect to anything concerning
which you are suspected.

A. Right, sir.

Q. You have those?

A, Yes, sir.

MR WEST: And you feel on that basis that you will not be

able to answer any questions put to you? Is that it?
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- A, That pertain to that subject, sir. As I say,
I have answered every yuestion that's been put to me

as candidly as I know how and as honestly as I know
how. I have nothing to add. Due to some peculiar
circumstances, I did not get knowledge of this massacre.
I think that anything I say in answer to a question
would be a rehash of what I stated previously, sir.

Q. Well, I just wanted to be clear as to your basis
for not answering any questions.

I0: You may think you've provided us all the informa-
tion that we need, but very frankly, we're not of that opin-
ion, otherwise we wouldn't want to be asking you any ques-~
tions. '

MR MACCRATE: We have additional areas of interrogation that
were not covered in the questioning thus far.

MR WEST: I think the possibility is that you may be able to
answer some questions which would in no way tend to incrimi-
nate you. Perhaps we could indicate the areas of interest and
you can confer with your counsel. I'd suggest you confer with
him, now.

IC: Sir, you said that perhaps youvcould indicate the

areas of interest. _ , :

Q. I think we could, yes.

IC: You mean prior to the questioning?

Q;_ _Yes.

"TI0: We can indiéate the areas of questioning and you

can tell us whether you want to testify or you don't want to
testify. I just wonder if Colonel GAVIN and Captain MANGRUM
would like to withdraw and discuss this in detail.

A; ‘ No, sir, it's not necessary. We discussed it
enough. I'm just bull-headed enough that I'll go on. I

‘didn*t have anything to hide, so I don't now, except I've had
added two charges.
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COL MILLER: I'd like to state one thing before we go on.

Under Article 31, of course, colonel, and there is no intention
whatsoever to deprive you of this right, no person subject to
the code can compel a person to incriminate himself, ncr to an--
swer questions that the answer to which may tend to incrimi- ‘
nate him. - If you're willing to continue and any questions are
asked that you feel will do this to you you have complete
right to so state if you feel that we're doing so and we will
drop the question and that question need not be answered. On
the other hand, there are a number of areas, as General PEERS
and Mr. WEST 1ndlcated which you may feel that you can answer
questions with no fear of any self-incrimination. You know
that, of course, better than we do. So if there are any
questions asked you feel you cannot answer because they do ox
they may tend to incriminate you, do so speak.

I0: You're prepared to proceed with the questicning?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. We'll recess at this time, and we'll reconvene to-

morrow morning around 0830, at which time we'll continue the
guestioning.

(The hearing recessed at 1910 hours, 12 February

1970.)
(The hearing reconvened at 1459 hours, 13 Febru-
ary 1970.) :
I0: - The hearing will come to order.
RCﬁR: The following named persons are present: LTG

PEERS, MR WEST, MR MACCRATE, MR WALSH, COL FRANKLIN, COL
MILLER, LTC ROGERS, LTC PATTERSON, and MAJ LYNN.

The hearing recalls Lieutenant Colonel GAVIN.

Colonel GAVIN, sir, you are reminded you remain
under oath at this hearing.

A. Yes, sir.

I0: ' When you were last here, Colonel GAVIN, you indi-
cated you were ready to proceed?
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A, I have since discussed this with my counsel and
have changed my mind.
\

Q. ' What do you now elect?
A. Counsel will make my statement, sir.
| 0. No, he will not make your statement. You make

it vourself.

A. Sir, I have said everything in my knowledge re-
garding .this thing. Upon the advice of my counsel, I invoke

" the privileges afforded me by the 5th Ammendment of the Consti-
tution and Artlcle 31 of the Uniform Code of Military Jus-—
tice.

Q. I appreciate the guidance of your counsel, but I'd
like to talk to both of ycu for just a minute.

A, Right, sir.

Q. I don't think you really understand all the facts
of the situation, and before you come out with a judgement
that you elect to remain silent, I think that you must under—
stand a few things.

A, ~ - All right, sir.

Q. This will be applicable tc your legal counsel,

frem the Office of the Judge Advocate General. The first
thing that you have to recognize is the magnitude of the task
which has been given to this particular investigation, to de-
termine the facts and make findings and recommendations to the
Secretary and the Chief of Staff of the United States Army.
Let me tell you what we're deallng in,

A ~ All Right, sir.
Q. We're dealing.with a situation in which perhaps, I

say perhaps, up to 500 women and children may have been
killed. I can tell you we already know the figure is well be-

: ~-yond 200. We're also dealing with the situation in which

- women were raped repeatedly; we are also dealing with a
situation in which all cf the animals were killed; we are
dealing with a situation Where all the dwellings were burned
down to the ground.
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So you can see the actual enormlty and the importance of this
particular thing.

]

A, Yes, I do.
Q. - And I think you have to realize it, toco, Captain
MANGRUM.

So, we're talking about something that transcends
you and transcends me, and if I may say so, I think to a de-
gree it transcends the JAG. We have the United States Army on
trial, and you know this and I know it, having been given that
infermation. It's not only the United States Army, it's our
defense establishment which, you being a regular officer, I
assume that you believe in?

A, _ Yes, I do.

Q. We're also talking about our Country. We have es-
tablished some fine moral standards throughout the world, and
we are also talking about our people.

A, Right, sir.

Q. , We are talking about your family, my family, all
the families of all the people here, to insure justice is dcne
and done properly. I'll say to you that I have no desire to
incriminate you, and I would not under any circumstances ask
you to testify against yourself. But I think that you

carn understand the importance of some of the information

which you may have available, which would not incriminate
you, toward developing an actual portrayal of what transpired .
in this area starting at the middle of March and going
on for the next month and a half.

A. Right, sir.

Q. I would also tell you that in talking to you it's
not like talking to an oxrdinary civilian citizen. It's not
like talking to a private or a noncommissioned officer. You
are an officer, and a senior officer.

A. Yes, sir.
Q. You're supposed to be a'responsible individual.
(GAVIN) 58 o APP T-9
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A. Yes, sir.

Q. v Furthermore, when you accepted a commission you
alsc accepted a responsibility to defend this Country on one
hand, but also be an officer and a gentleman on the other
hand, which would indicate you have moral standards.

A. . Yes, sir, I do.

Q. Morally, much more is expected of you than of the
ordinary citizen. Another thing I would like to call to your
attention: I told you in the very beginning that although
this report which I will file will be confidential, it

is likely that the report or parts of it may be made avail-
able to Congress and it may be made a matter of public
knowledge. I would say that sooner or later it will show

up in the archives of this fine Country of ours.

A.. ' Yes, sir.

Q. _ Now, I'll give you that to consider, and then I
will ask Mr. MACCRATE to cover a general area of questions
which we would like to address to you, and then to determine
whether or not you would like to proceed, or would you

like to have some time with your counsel?

A. Yes, sir, I'd likevto have some time with my coun-
sel. : : :

Q. Do you héve-any estimate of how much time?

A, © Pive minutes, sir. |

Q. ' Fine. The hearing will recess at this time.

(The hearing recessed at 1506 hours, 13 February
1970.) _

(The hearing reconvened at 1515 hours, 13 Feb-
ruary 1970.) . -

10: The hearing will come to order.

RCDR: All persons present when the hearing recessed are
again present.
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I0: Have you had timebto formulate a decision?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. May I ask what is your decision?

A, That I'm going to testify, sir.

IC: Sir, may I make a statement, please?

Q. Yes.

IC: 4 I appreciate very much what your committee here is

d01ng However, having been appointed counsel for Colonel
GAVIN, of course, he is my chief concern at this point, and
we've discussed, and I've advised him to invoke his right to
remain silent, but he wishes to cooperate. He will testify in
regard to your questions.

Q. All right, fine. Colonel GAVIN, would you like to
proceed with the testimony, or would you like to hear the areas
of interest beforehand°

A. No, sir, I'll proceed.
Q. All xight., Mr. MACCRATE?

MR WEST: You do understand you may, if you feel an
answer would tend to incriminate you, you may, of course,
invoke your rights under Artilce 31.

A. Yes, sir.

MR MACCRATE: Colonel GAVIN, what I would like teo do first
is to read to you the testimony of Captain RODRIGUEZ and of
Lieutenant DAWKINS with the hope that it might in some way
refresh your recollection about things that have in the in-
tervening months slipped from your mind and might bring you
back to the time in April 1968 when you returned to Son
Tinh on what would now appear from your own recollection
and from the information furnished to us by Captain RODRI-
GUEZ to be 16 April. Reading first from Captain RODRIGUEZ
who incidently is now retired, so that he is addressed in
these questions as Mr. RODRIGUEZ:
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"Q. Did you show this letter to Major GAVIN?"

2nd this is referring to the letter of 11 April 1968:

He further

"A. Yes, sir, he saw that as well. He saw that.
I didn't do anything unless he knew about it."

goes on::

"Q. Evidently, Major GAVIN was not there when
you received this directive from province to
check into this matter.

"A, Yes, sir.
"Q. Because you signed it on the 1l4th.

"A. That's correct, sir, I signed it there, so I
know he was not there. He came one or 2 days
after this. After I had signed it, I got this
letter prepared and sent it back to province.

"Q. But the fact is that when you received the
regquirement from province, he was not there, and
therefore you took the action? _

"A. Yes, sir, I tock the action for they wanted to
have this information.“

Then he further states:

(GAVIN)

"Major GAVIN, after he came back, I gave him a
copy of this {referring to the statement of 14
April that he prepared), and I explained this
to him. 2and I zlso asked him 1f he wanted to
get more details or prepare an operation to go
and check what these people were alleging.

"Q. What did he say to that?

"A. It seems to me no action was taken, so I, since
he was my superior cfficer, I cannot do anymore.

"0. Do you have any recollection about you and

Major GAVIN talking about this with Lieutenant
DAWKINS?
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"A. I don't recall, because it seems to me that
Major GAVIN at that time didn't pay much attention
to it. I mean, I don’t think he gave that--maybe
if he did know about it, he didn't want tc proba-
bly discuss it any further, or he didn't want to
take any more action. Or perhaps he didn't give
the thing too much importance at the time."

Now, that is the ngt of Captain RODRIGUEZ' recollecticn of
the time.

Now from Captain DAWKINS:
"Q. I have here a statement which is signed by
B Captain Angel RODRIGUEZ, dated April 14. I would
ask if you have seen this paper.

"A., I recall the incident at that time, sir, but
I do not believe that I have seen the report, no.

"Q. Will you tell us what you recall .of the inci-
dent?

"A. Just the recollection of talking about the

incident, sir, that the alleged killings had oc-

curred. As far as the actuality, sir, I know

nothing of that." ’
Still Captain DAWKINS:

"Q. Do you remember talking to Major GAVIN about
this?

"A. Right, sir, I remember it being mentioned
within the team, ves, six.

"0, Now, what was mentioned?

“"A. Just the fact that these killings had allegedly
been done. '

"Q. How many killings? Did they talk about how
many women and children?
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"A. Between 300 and 400, and I think Captain-
RODRIGUEZ was doing most of the work on this thing."

And then later on:

"Q. When you were talking with Captain RODRIGUEZ
and Major GAVIN, was Captain TAN also in on this
discussion? ,

"A., No, sir, I don't remember him being in on the
discussion when we talked about it ourselves."

He then was asked what he could recall of the circumstances
of the discussion, and he said:

"It was in the building or the room that we

lived in was where it was brought to my atten-

tion. As far as getting into the facts of what
happened and deeply discussing what happened, I

was not involved in that part of it. It was men-
tioned. I remember it being talked about. I re- _
member it being mentioned between Captain RODRIGULZ
and Major GAVIN at that time, and myself."

After a further gquestion the questioning concluded:

"Q. Was this just a passing item of conversation,
or was this something. that was really focused on?

"A., It was something that was discussed, as far
as within the team there itself. The strongest
point of discussion that I remember, that it just
didn't happen. This mass killing of 490 people
and 90 percent of the houses and everything was
destroyed. This is the thing that I remember
talking about. It just didn't happen. There's

a war going on and innocent people were going to
die, but this thing of lining up 490 people, I
can't believe. I have no recollection of anything
of that nature." -

Captain DAWKINS also testified regarding seeing a message
which was a translation of a Vietnamese document, and he states:
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"The only thing that I recall, sir, is the mes-
sage. If I remember correctly, there was a
Vietnamese message that came from--came through
the district chief from the headquarters. TIf I
 remember correctly, to this location on the hill
where we stayed. Or it came--well, through there
and to us. We got little--four, five, or six
Vietnamese messages every evening, each aftexrnoon,
and our interpreter would sit down, and translate
these messages into English. This is where I re-
member seeing the statement that I made reference
to, about the 490 civilians and the property and
houses 90 percent destroyed. This is my recol-
lection of that statement. '

"Q. You received a message and then you had
the discussion?

"A. Right, sir. At the time, I saw the message,
this is when I asked Colonel GAVIN about the
message. As far as a detailed discussion about
it, I was not involved. Between Colcnel GAVIN

and myself, or Captain RODRIGUEZ and myself, as
far as a detailed discussion, no, sir. I asked
about the message. I can't recall anything else.”

30 180

I think that that provides you with the gist of
what has been told to us, and you can understand from that why
we were interested in your recollection of what had occurred

at this time.

It seems quite apparent from Captain RODRIGUEZ
and Lieutenant DAWKINS that they remember something being said
at that time. We do know that this was passed along and fur-
ther action was taken. But precisely what was done, the next
step in passing this information along, is our focus at this
point. If you feel that you could shed any light on the way.
in which this information was passed along and was passed on
up to higher headquarters, it would be very helpful to the
inquiry.

A. Now, which message are you referring to, sir?
What's the date this message that Captain DAWKINS was re-

ferring to of the 90 percent. You showed it to me, I know
that, sir.
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Q. Exhibit M-29, Colonel GAVIN, is a courtesy copy,
or it's so labeled, to you or it would be addressed to your
office from Lieutenant TAN to Colonel KHIEN, the province
advisor.

A. Well, this is the one that was prov1ded to me,
sir? The courtesy copy was provided?

Q. © Yes, we have not found it in the files of your
office. We have found this, however, in the files of Lieu-
tenant TAN, actually his former office, he now having moved
on to a position or an assignment with the sector. And then
Exhibit M-30 is the statement that Captain RODRIGUEZ prepared
with respect to the letter, Exhibit M-29.

A. No, sir. If this was on 1l April, sir, it was
received in my shop during my absence.

Q. That is what we understand. It was received during
your absence, and that what Captain RODRIGUEZ'--

A, (Interposing) Captain RODRIGUEZ' actions, yes,
sir. I remember what he said. And I will still state as I
did yesterday, sir, that I never saw any documentation that
alleged to any retribution or mowing down of people or anything
of this nature. BAs best as I can figure, sir, this document
came in to our shop or Captain TAN forwarded it to province.
Province probably also at that time provided a copy to the
province team. The province team then would generate a re-
gquest to Captain RODRIGUEZ to get all the information he could
on this thing, because at this point there was no doubt that
something did happen. And he would send his answer back up.

But I still state, sir, that I had no knowledge
of these two documents, in spite of what Captain RODRIGUEZ
said that as a good executive officer he would have done. I
contend, sir, that he did not brief me on these documents, and
he did not show me these documents. Because if I had seen
them, they would have become very important to me. I would
have jumped right in the big middle of it, sir. ‘

Q. ' ' Well, I'm not sure that in the circumstances at

the district headquarters, jumping into the middle of it was
what would be expected, as one looks in retrospect on it.
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A, : No, sir, I may find out more about it. In the
first place, I don't understand Captain RODRIGUEZ' statement
about as far as us generating an operation out in that area
because we didn't have the capablllty to go out in the area,
sir.

Q. Where we run into a difficulty is this: Captain
RODRIGUEZ states that this statement was in response, as vou
heard, to a request from the province team.

A. Right, sir.

Q. Now, we can find no trace of the request from the
province team.

A, Right, sir.

Q. We;find the response which Captain RODRIGUEZ
states was sent. We do not find that in either the district
file or the province file--=

Ay (Intexrposing) Well, I understoocd, sir, that this
was filed in the district file.

Q. We find it in the advisory team's file. We find

it in the Vietnamese file. 2And what we are seeking is what
was transpiriny within the advisory team? What was the infor-
mation that was passed up? Because we are left to piece this
together from the basis of what we have obtained from the dis-
trict file of the district chief in Son Tinh District and the
province chief at Quang Ngai.

A. ,‘ Well, sir, I was only surmising in looking at this
document and saying that province got a copy, that they had
then generated a request. I have no knowledge of it.

IO: You can see that province got a copy, because it
says right here.

A. _ Well, sir, I got a copy. But even if they hadn't,
even if it went up through Vietnamese channels, normally the
Vietnamese would provide them a translation of the deccument
of something of this nature, sir. I was strictly surmising
at that point that this is the way that this had worked, be-
cause this would be normal.
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MR MACCRATE: But you have no recollection of Captain RODRIGUEZ
“ saying anything about this?

~A. Briefing me on this? No, sir, 'as I stated earlier,
sir, I never saw any document, and I never heard any allegatiors
until I read it in the paper that people had been just mowed

" down. My jaw dropped 6 inches when I read it. I said, "How can
this happen in my district and me not know about it?" And now
that I see this, this was the way that it came down officially
to my place, and it happened in my absence. I can understand
now how. it can happen.

© I0: " We can understand how it happened, but what I
think we have a little difficulty understanding is on some-~
thing as grave and important as this, to follow through with
what you're saying, that Captain RODRIGUEZ wouldn't call it
to your attention upon your return approx1mately 36 hours later.

A.. As I say,: sir, I don't know. I have no answer,
sir, Now, I'll agree with Captain RODRIGUEZ, as my executive
officer, this would have been his responsibility. But as I
"stated, I had never seen any documentation that this cold-
blooded murder thing occurred, sir.

MR MACCRATE: Now, we've also talked to Sergednt ANGLE.
A, Right, sir, the province administrative sergeant.

0. He has testlfled of as to what he observed at province
Do you have any recollection of, after your return to Son Tinh at
. this time, around the middle of April, having a series of meet-
~ings with Colonel GUINN in Quang Ngai at the province advisory
team off1ce°

A, A series of meetings, no, sir. We normally

_met only when the Vietnamese had a meeting that we attended.

- In other words, the district advisors normally came in on meet-.
ings that the Vietnamese district chief had to attend. -If we
were invited, we sat in. ‘ '

Q. Let me just read a very brief excerpt from Sergeant

ANGLE's testimony. He was shown a copy of Captain RODRIGUEZ'
statement, M-30. S :
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"Q. Do you have any recollection of such docu-
ment, its preparation, or hearing about it?

"A. Vaguely. Vaguely I recall something. Not
of My Lai or My Lay, or however it's pronounced,
but ‘this Son My Village, that vaguely, in the back
of my mind it sticks for some reason or other. The
document itself, no, no, I have no knowledge of this.
I know it seems to me early in April, or the latter
part of April sometime, Captain RODRIGUEZ was down
to see me quite frequently and the same with Ma-
jor GAVIN, not to see me personally, but in the

" province headquarters, and drop by as a friend,
over some incident that had taken place at Son
My. This is all I can say. I did no typing for
them on it, or for that matter, I can't remember
really doing anything for Colonel GUINN on it.

"Q. You say that you have this recollection that
sometime during the month of April Major GAVIN
and Captain RODRIGUEZ were down on something

that had happened in Son My Village?

A. Some incident that had happened. - What it was,
I just don't know."

And he later states in response to further questioning:

"Major GAVIN and Captain RODRIGUEZ came down,
and Colonel GUINN and Mr. MAY discussed this.
Now, what they discussed, I don't know. I only
know the four of them sat down and talked for

a long, long time, for a couple of days, really,
sir."

Have you any recollection of anything that Sergeant ANGLE could
be referring to with respect to such meetings, either with Colo-
nel GUINN or with Mr. MAY or possibly with both of them?

_ A. Sir, I don't remember whether it was April or May,
but we were having meetings at that time, sir. We did have

some meetings. I don't know the exact dates, but these meet-
ings dealt with Mr. MAY's pet theory, which they had one already
in Binh Son, and this was to build fortified hamlets and put

the people in these fringe areas in these hamlets and
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guard them at night. We met and talked and discussed this

two or three times. As a matter of fact, Mr. MAY and I kind
of had a disagreement about it, because he wanted to make tha*
citadel, that shows on the map, one of these villages. And I
said, "Yes, sir, if you insist, I'll build the thing if you'll
provide me the wire and the mines and the stakes to put around
it." And he said, "I can't do that. I don't have any way to
“get it. You've got to go out and get it on your own." There
were some meetings about that. I never attended a meeting
concerning this incident, no, sir.

Q. Well, do you have any recollection of a reference
in any such meeting at this time to some communication that

had gone on between Captain RODRIGUEZ and Colonel GUINN and

the preparatlon of a further report onto the brigade or the

division?

- A. “No, sir, I don't. As I say, I do remember that
~we did meet about these other things, and this is maybe what
ANGLE was referring to. These meetings got to be gquite ex-
tensive at times. But that's what those were about. I
~don't ever recall Colonel GUINN mentioning this incident to -
me in any shape or form, which he would have if I had been up
to a meeting, sir. :

Q. Well, we have a testimony from, for example, the
G2 advisor of the 2d ARVN Division, that Colonel GUINN did
mention it to him.

A, | That he had discussed it with me, sir?

Q. No, that he had discussed it with Major EARLE, and
this information had originated with the Son Tinh District.

A, 'Right, sir. So this would no doubt be this docu-
ment of Captain RODRIGUEZ', sir.

Q. Yesterday, you provided us with a document, dated
16 April 1968, which we have marked as Exhibit M-114. I
-noticed that it was a portion of a sheet of paper and won-
~dered if you had any other contemporancous documents from that
period from the Son Tinh headquarters that might help us to
fit together events at that time. :
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A, No, sir, about the only thing I brought back was

> my orders. I know why I kept that. It was clipped inside of
one .of those fold-up things, and as I say, I don't know really
why I retained it. The reason the bottom was torn off was
because it got so ragged. I just wanted to smooth it up and
did. But I didn't bring any papers back, sir, as far as the
job was concerned. I brought my orders, papers which normally
I put in my personal file, and this was it, other than that

vVC propaganda and stuff which I brought in and you made coples
of, sir. ,

0. Do you have any recollection of the circumstances
in which you sought the information from Task Force Barker as
to the VC KIA and the weapons ccunt following the operation of
March 16, 19682

A. I don't remember that particular one. Normally,
I just pick up -- get on their frequency and call them, sir.
Q. | You testified—;

A. (Interposing) Call the S3.

Q. You testified--

A, (Interposing). This is theAnormal thing.

Q. When you were before the panel in December, that

you recalled getting that information.
A. Yes, sir.

Q. I wonder if you could,recall whether you had done
so 1in response to a request from the Vietnamese?

A, No, sir, this was just our team curiosity, really,
just to see how they were doing because we had no way to keep
up with the operation as it was golng on. Normally, after it
was over, we'd call up to the headquarters. This was just for
our information to let us know how they were doing. The rea-
son I remembered this one was that they had this body count

of 120 or something, and the weapons. The thought crossed

my mind, I said, "They've got one of those VC companies out ~
there, and that's one less company I've got to worry about."
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Q. Did you know Captain GOUZOULES, who was the'SS

of the 4/3?

A. Yes, sir. He came down a couple of times.

Q. Did you ever hear of a problem that he was having

with Task Force Barker?

A. No, sir, I believe it was GOUZOULES. The one thing
I remember about him was we went out to a big mountain in the
west. He wanted to walk down to this hamlet that was down
below. That's quite a walk, sir. It's about a thousand feet
straight up. '

Q. Did you ever hear about a meal that he had taken
with a group up at Binh Son District where he had passed some
comment about Task Force Barker along about this time, and these
comments were relayed back to Task Force Barker, and either
Colonel BARKER or Major CALHOUN had passed the word that they
didn't want Captain GOUZOULES to come to Task Force Barker?

A. ' No, sir. As I say, this one incident is the only
thing I really remember about--

Q. (Interposing) This never reached you?
A. No, sir.
| Q. Well, apparently this became something of some re-

N port in the area. We have this from officers of the 4/3, and

" I'm somewhat surprised that the story didn't gain currency
down in Son Tinh as well.

“A.. No, sir. The only way it would is if somebody
happened to meet somebody else in the compound. We didn't

go into the compound that often, sir. That was normally our
only time that we would meet the other members of the team un-
less it was for one of these meetings at province.

Q. . But you were frequently up at Task Force Barker,
were you not? : :

A. Not frequently, no, sir, because that was a pretty
bad section of road during that time. The VC mined it nightly.
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I would stop by there if I were going to Chu Lai or coming
back from Chu Lai. I'd stop in there sometimes, but not
frequently, no, sir.

Q. . How often did you go to Chu Lai and back?

A. Once every 2 weeks; once every 3 weeks;

whenever I had to get some work done on the vehicles and

this type thing, sir. Because at that time we had vehicles
all along from Americal, and they had to go up there for main-

tenance.

Q. I'd like to go back to the period prior to 16
March 1968. We've had some testimony regarding the informa-
tion that you may have provided with respect to planning of
the operation on 16 March. This is testimony of Sergeant
STEPHENS . :

A, Who was Sergeant STEPHENS, sir?
Q. Sergeant STEPHENS was the--
I0: (Interposing) He was the S2 sergeant of Task

Force Barker.
MR MACCRATE: The S2 sergeant of Task Force Barker.

"Q. When did you first hear of this planned CA
against the hamlet My Lai (4)?

"A. The operation, sir?

"). Yes. Was it being planned for quite a while,
do you recall?

"A. Yes, sir. In fact, it was planned oOnce before.

They had planned an operation in there. We knew
that the task force was. subject to come to an end,
and we had had several contacts in this area, and
they had planned an operation sometime, I don't
know just how long before, in the area. But they
worked quite a bit with Major GAVIN, with the ad-
visor below, and they received word that the en-
emy had moved out."
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Then he says in another place in response to this question:

"Q. Where did the plan or idea orig.nate? Did

it come down to you from brigade or division, or
originate in Task Force Barker, or was it sugges-
ted by Major GAVIN, or what's your recollection on
"~ that?

"A. Sir, I don't know where the complete plan
for the operation came from. It was, maybe Major
GAVIN did have something on that. I don't know,
51r."

And then at another point he testified:

"Q. Colonel GAVIN, if you remember, was the ad-
visor to the district chief in Son Tinh.

"A. I believe this is where the information, sir,
-pertaining to the enemy activity in this area at that
time was coming from."

It is against that background that I'd like to ask you a few
questions regarding the .background of the operation. Do you
"recall preoviding any information to the task force prior to
the operation with respect to the location of the 48th Local
Force VC Battallon7

. A. , Not in this particular one, sir. But as we would
go through these intelligence reports that we would get every-
day, then we would call them and tell them that we had the

" reports if there was a certain amount of them. Or we would

call them and just give them in the clear that we've got re-
port C-2 rating that such-and-such a unit is located in such-
" and-such a place. This was a feeder source of intelligence
information to them, either the reports which they would come
down and get and take them up, or if there was just a few of
them on any given particular time, then we would call them

up to them.

Q. | Do you recall where at thlS time you were carrying
the 48th VC Batta110n7

A, No, sir.
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Q. Prior to the middle of March?

A. No, sir, because normally we would carxy them in

as many as three different places, and we just had to kind of
toss a coin as to which spot was right., We would get dlfferent
location reports on them everyday, sir, as a rule.

I0: Yes, but that didn't necessarily mean that you
would change your judgment as to their lccation. This is all
done by evaluation. You may get six reports and keep them
where you have them, but you may get one report that you eval-
uated very highly and you got a high rating on the source and
you believe it.

A. Yes, sir. We kept them posted on the map and this
type thing, sir.

MR MACCRATE: But, were you moving them from day to day, so
far as your best information?

A, Well, they moved guite frequently, sir. This was
a matter of their SOP. They didn't stay in the same hamlet.
They would get out into that pink area that shows on the map,
where they would actually go into tunnels, and they would
stay there, but they didn't stay outside of that area. They
were constantly moving around. The reason they stayed out-
side of it was to give them a little distance jump in the
amount of marching that they had to do to get to an outpost
to attack it, at least I think.

Q. As far as their base of operations, it was out
in Pinkville or My Lai (1)7?

A, ' Well, they used that entire complex there of

Tu Cung and Co Lay and Pinkville, My Lai (1), I believe it
appears on the map. That entire area was theirs. There were
usually two to three local companies out there with them.

Q. What do you recall about the relation of the
location of the 48th Local Force Battalion to the planning
of the operation on 16 March?

A. Personally, nothing specifie, sir. It might have
been in these intelligence reports that were there.

(GAVIN) ' 74 APP T-9

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

30 130



CONFIDENTIAL

- (GAVIN) 75-78 APP T-9



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY -

A. I believe I did. They replaced Task Force Barker
with I believe the 4/3, I'm not sure, because they shifted
around rather rapidly there, sir. :

I0: Well, you're familiar with the fact that following
the attack, Colonel GAVIN, that Colonel BARKER in the latter
part of May, maybe the first of June, took over the command of
the 4/3 and they moved that battalion's headquarters to LZ
Dottie. It had been at LZ Sue.

A. Right, sir. No, sir, this, as I say, was changed,
so it was the 4/3 when I came back. This designation change
evidently happened right after I left, sir.

Q. When did you leave, again?

A, _ Twenty—fouf May, sir.

Q. Yes.

A, And since there was a new commander there when I

got back off leave, I assumed that it was another unit. This
was a natural assumption on my part. I didn't ask, because
we had Captain LAUSON as an S2 rather than the other captain,
the S2 that had worked for Task Force Barker. So from the
people I met and dealt with in the unit, I assumed that it
was another unit that had been moved in. Then I heard that
Colonel BARKER had been kllled in this--on an operation out
there in the east.

Q. - I don't think Mr. MACCRATE is really alluding to
- U.S. operations in the area, but ARVN or Vietnamese operations
in the area.

A, There were Vietnamese operations out there, sir,
but I can't pinpoint the dates on them, because I was there
until the following Degember. The VC came in and pushed all
the way into what we termed Buddha Mountain, Tinh An Moun-
tain there. I believe it was July. There were quite a few
operations and battles to push them back out and to re-
capture the citadel area. There was a big battle right in
the citadel itself. The VC had occupied it.

MR MACCRATE: When would that have been?

A, I believe it was in July or August, along in

that time frame, sir. Then along late in the fall, in order
- (GAVIN) 79 - APP T-9
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Q. Do you have. any recollection of Colonel KHIEN being
out on 521 with Mr. BURKE and being warned to stop the inter-
rogation that he was carrying on of a great many Vietnamese,
and right after Colonel KHIEN and Mr. BURKE were moved down
the road, mortar fire landed right in the area where they

had been?

A. No, sir.

10: Well, let me elaborate just a little bit.

A, I would like to have pointed out--

Q. (Interposing) You certainly should remember this

if you happened to be present, because this was a rather unus-
ual circumstance. But, I don't recall the forces involved.

The date was, I think, in early September of 1968, and the for-
ces moved out generally on either side of the road. Colonel
KHIEN was on the top of the hill just to the east of the cit-
adel and to the west of Hill 85, a little knoll out there which
your tactical forces normally used for a CP.

A. Right, sir.

Q. It's our understandlng that some of the other people
had established themselves in another CP, and perhaps yourself,
back on Buddha Mountain to oversee this operation. But it's
here that Colonel KHIEN is supposed to have been warned about
mortar rounds and everybody becoming very uneasy, and sure
enough, the mortar rounds did come in. That was in September
of 1968.

A. No, sir, I didn't hear about it. However--

Q. (Interposing) And while I'm heré, did you know
of another operation--

A. (Interposing) Having mortar rounds landing around
vou wasn't unusual, sir, if you got out there and stopped very
long, because the VC in this area had two or three mortars.

Q. Do you remember another operation, I don't know

the exact date, but along about I would say July or August, to
reestablish the outpost on Hill 85, which is the Mobile
Advisory Team was with them, the Mobile Adv1sory Team headed
by Major FORD? .

A. . Was that the one where they got ambushed out here,
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sir, where they were going out--that one I remember. The
48th Battalion had a big ambush set up right in here. The
Mobile Advisory Team was all the way up inside of it before

the shooting started.

Q. Yes, well, I'm not talking about this one, but
subsequently, they went out and cut across on the east side and
came up in here, and the refugees just. flocked out of this -
area here. It appeared at least to some of the people that
the Vietnamese were fearful of reprisal or somebody taking
pretty strong action against them because they just weren't
walking along. They were practically running out of the area
to get down to the area of An Loc.

A, No, sir. The Mobile Advisory Team went out on
quite a few operations in this area during the fall, sir.

Q. Did you, at anytime, hear that province was con-
ducting operations or conducting an investigation to deter-
mine whether or not anything had happened at My Lai (4)?

A. No, sir.

Q. According to Colonel KHIEN, at this time, when he
was here, he 1nterv1ewed qulte a few people and picked up quite
a bit of info--

A. (Interposing) People from this area, sir?

Q. . Yes. Mr. MACCRATE, what's the figdre that he used?
He talked to approximately 207?

MR MACCRATE: Twenty or thirty.

I0: But this information didn't come back to you?
A. Not just (inaudible), no, sir.
Q. Were these operations conducted by province or

were they under district? If they were going to use one of the
RF groups.

A, If they were using an RF group, they would probably
be from province. ,
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Q. Was there any division of interest with district
being interested more to the west of Highway 1 and the rail-
road, and province taking the major operations to the east of
Highway 1? '

A, No, sir. We ran operations in this area. After
Tet, sir, we never got out much past here (indicating). I can
remember going through this hamlet here in the fall, but we
never made it over this way, because we got plnned down right
in here, and we had to pull back.

Q. I can tell you something and a most unusual cir-
cumstance. Do you know who the first individual was back in-
to the village of My Lai (4)7?

A. No, sir.
Q. Major FORD,
A, It very well could have been, sir.
Q. I know it, yes.
A, As I say, the Mobile Advisory Team--as far

as the district team on the operations that I went on, sir,
I never got past Chau Tranh.

Q. Well, I'll complete this by saying he didn't know
he was there elther but he was.

MR MACCRATE: I have just one final series of guestioms.

I0: In connection with this operation, which took

- place from about the 1l6th and partially continued through
“the 19th, we know that Captain KOTOUC, the S2, after

making arrangements with province, stopped by Son Tinh and
picked up three Naticnal Policemen. He also picked up five
~ ARVN, headed by a Lieutenant DUC; and one sergeant and three
;enlisted personnel. He took them into the field. This was
-in the afterncon. Do you recall that incident?
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A, Are these enlisted personnel are these American
enlisted personnel? )

Q. ~ No.
A, All Vietnamese?
Q. That's right, now let me go over it again. He

picked up three National Policemen, all these from Son Tinh.

A, Right, sir.

Q. ~You had a total of 16 National Policemen, dian't
you? , ,
A. Yes, sir.

Q. All fight. He.picked up three of them.

A. Right, sir.

Q. He also picked up five ARVN.

A. Right, sir. |

Q. The ARVN were headed by a Lieutenant DUC. If I'm

not mistaken, Lieutenant DUC was your intelligence officer,
worked in the DIOCCC.

A. Yes, sir.
Q. He also picked up a sergeant, and he picked up

three enlisted personnel, for a total of five ARVN, and took
them out in the field for the purpose of interrogation?

A. Search and interrogation, right, sir.

Q. Now, do you remember that?

A. No, sir, I don't remember that specifically, but
we furnished these people to them as a matter of course. In

other words, they would notify us the day before as to how
many they wanted. Sometimes they would take them up, and they
would stay overnight at Dottie, the night prior to the operation.
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Q. Yes, I've seen your pictures which I understood
vtook place in Hoa My. -

A. ' That's the attack on the outpost right here
(1nd1cat1ng on Exhibit MAP-3), sir, right to the wall of the citadel.

Q. Yes. BAnd didn't they overrun some PF outposts

- just east of the citadel, there in the area where it shows on
the map as Hoa My (3)7 No, just east of the citadel, see Hoa

My (3)7 :

A. Well, we didn't have any outposts out in this area,
sir. There were no outposts as such. This was the outpost
here (indicating), and the forces withdrew back into that at

- night, except for their ambushes. The next outpost east that
~we had, prior to the time that they built this one on Nui
-Ngang, was this one right here north of An Dao on the corner
of this hill right here (indicating), sir. That attack on the
- citadel, the impression I got of it wasn't the. fact that it
was a reprisal as much as they were always trying to attack
an outpost and overrun it, and that one got overrun. The PF
that were living there had their families with them and
contrary to orders, but normally the Montagnards were the

only ones that had their families with them. The PF weren't
supposed to have their's, and so this accounts for the
civilians that you saw in those pictures.

Q. Thexre weren't a tremendous number of civilians
- killed, though. From what we've been able to gather from
" people we've talked to, there were about five civilians.

A, ’ Five or six -4n that attack. It was primarily for
the outpost, the weapons, and the ammunition, and to overrun
“the outpost. -

Q. Was there any other blg operat10n° I have
another one in mlnd which is outside of your dlstrlct,

o A, A VC operation, sir?
Q.. Yes. o
A, Well, the only one I heard of that would fall
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into a reprisal category, and I don't really know whether it
was intentional on the part of the VC, that would come out
that way was on the refugee camp up at Binh Son, the one that
burned.

Q. Yes. Killed about 75 people?

A, . Right, sir.

Q. Practically burned the place to the ground?

A Right, sir. They evidently started the fire on

the upwind side and it swept through the entire camp.
Q. That's all I have.

MR MACCRATE: Colonel GAVIN, I hand you Exhibit R-5, which is
a document taken from the files of the 1lth Brigade. You'll

note that it's a copy of a letter from the commanding officer
of the 1lth Brigade to the commanding general of the Americal
Division. Do you recall seeing any copies of that letter or

ever hearing about such a letter?

A. No, sir.

Q. I'd like you to read the letter and to then look
at the green sheet, which is indicated as inclosure 1, and
read it. '

(The witness read Exhibkit R-5.)

Have you seen any of those three documents before,
either the covering report, or either cf the inclosures?

A. Well, the first inclosure appears to be VC
propaganda that you showed me earlier, sir. It was either
yesterday or another time, but it seems to follow very close
to what that one said, if it's not an identical cepy. And
this appears to be Captain RODRIGUEZ' statement.

Q. But without his signature on it?
A, Yes, sir.
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Q. Do you know where Colonel HENDERSON got the
information that the Son Tinh District chief did not give the
allegations any importance?

A, No, sir. Colonel HENDERSON stopped by, I remember

him stopping by my place.
I0: What did he talk about?
A, I don't remember, sir. If he mentioned this, he

mentioned it in a light vein in passing, sir. It didn't sound
any signal bells.

MR MACCRATE: When did he talk to you?
A. I don't know, sir. I just remember the man

‘stopping by. I think he stopped by once or twice. He
stopped by on liaison wvisits and this type of thing.

Q. Can you fix the dates and times, at all?
A. No, sir.
Q. Do you remember who accompanied him on any of

these visits?

A, No, sir. I think he normally had other officers
with him. But as to who, no, sir, because I normally only
saw those people once. The people from brigade, they weren't
the people we dealt with every day. A staff officer would
“walk in in uniform and stay 5 minutes or 10 minutes and

walk out.

Q. If he were to reach a conclusion as to the
position of the Son Tinh District chief, it would seem
reasonable to assume that the information would come through
vyou or with your knowledge in some way. .

A, Well, it would seem so, sir.

Q. He states in this letter that the Son Tinh District
chief does not give the allegations any importance.

A, ) I don't know, sir, as I say, I don't remember.
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I don't ever remember this subject coming up. I'll go back
to my original statement. At nc time, until the papers broke,
did I have any information of these allegations of people
being lined up and shot.

I0: But you see, sometimes one of the real problems
that you face with something like that is you make a statement
like that then you automatically close your mind to anything
that may have happened, that may be a lead towards these
things. That's what we're trying to find, you see.

A. Well, I realize that, sir.

Q. Now, -for example, if Colonel HENDERSON did stop
by, I think it would be highly advantageous for us to know
when he stopped by, and you didn't see Colonel HENDERSON
every day. I mean you just indicated that he was

an infrequent visitor.

A. I think I only saw him once or twice during the
whole time I was over there, sizr.

Q. Right, so was it the first part of the year, or
was it the middle of the year, or spring or—--

A. (Interposing) I have nothing to date it by, sir.

I just remember the helicopter landing. We didn't even know
who it was. We drove down at the bottom of the hill., I sent

a sergeant down to the bottom of the hill to see who it was,

and he brought the man up, and he says, "I'm Colonel HENDERSON."

Q. That's all he said?

A. Well, as I remember it was more bf a liaison

visit. If this was mentioned, it could only have been mentioned
in something like, "Did you hear anything about people being

killed?" and I'd say no, because I hadn't--civilians being
killed.

MR MACCRATE: Well, do you remember on that visit if he--

A. (Interposing) And that wouldn't be vivid in my
mind, sir.
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-0Q. Do you remember on that visit if he met Lieutenant
TAN? ‘
A. No, .sir, I don't remember offhand. Because TAN

spent part of his time up on the hill and part of his time
down at the administrative headquarters since he had divided
duties, sir.

Q. As you have observed, the first inclosure to
report R-5, the 24 April 1968 report of investigation, is
substantlally the same as Captain RODRIGUEZ' statement of
14 April. Can you explain anything about how Captain
RODRIGUEZ' statement, your assistant's statement, gets to
Colonel HENDERSON and is attached to his report to the
commanding general with Captain RODRIGUEZ' name removed?

A. No, sir.

Q. You have no idea how any of this transpired?
Never heard anyone mention it?

A. No, sir.
Q. Anytime you're in South Vietnam?
A. No, sir, I can't explain it. I don't know. I

don't know why this one doesn’'t have a signature and that one
does, either, sir.

0. It may not have been in relation to allegations,
but it does seem remarkable that your assistant sends some-
thing on to a brigade commander and finally on to the
commanding general of the division, and you don't even get
tuned in to the extent of knowing that something he sent has
gone forth in this way.

A, Well, this possibly went up to province, sir, and
province prov1ded it to Cclonel HENDERSON. I understand now
. that that's where the investigation as such was conducted.
Now, this is the only way that I would be able to explain how
it would happen, sir.

0. But nothing that--

(GAVIN) 21 APP T-9

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

A. (Interpesing) That this being forwarded to
province would be provided to Colonel HENDERSON.

0. But, nothing that was said to you by Colonel
GUINN or anyone at province, Colonel GREEN, anycne there in
any way suggested that Captain RODRIGUEZ had given them
something that they needed and that they were using it in
such a way as you see reflected there?

A. No, sir, because, as I say, I don't ever remenmber
any discussion about any incident with Colonel GUINN or any
of those people up.there.

Q. As you can appreciate, from the point of view of
people picking up these papers, it's rather incomprehensible.

A, Well, this is the only way that I could see that
the statement would become attached, sir, was that it would

be forwarded in this format to province. Since the
investigation was being conducted at province, I understand,
Colonel GREEN possibly would provide this to Colonel HENDERSON.
That would account for it being attached, sir.

Q. But I have heard nothing that can possibly @
account for your ignorance of any steps in here. 53
A. Well, when this step was taken, sir, I was not ‘Sg

present. And if Captain RODRIGUEZ, as I contend and T state,
failed to brief me on this, then I would not know of the two
significant pieces of paper which came to my headquarters
officially.

Q. Well, how far is Son Tinh away from Quang Ngai
City?

A. Aboﬁt 3 miles, sir.

Q. And you were in frequent communication. You had

messenger service, deliveries going back and forth, virtually
every day, didn't you, sir, between district and province?

A. Yes, sir, except on weekends.
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Q. So that you were in constant communication with
the people at province. Coming back 2 days after this
statement was prepared, it does seem very difficult to under-
stand how you wouldn't have had any inkling that Captain
RODRIGUEZ had done such a thing.

A. Well, as I say, sir, I didn't. The only way I

can explain it is that the document that TAN provided to my
headquarters came in after I left. This was dispatched prior
to my return, and I stated and I mean this, I was not briefed
on it. 1I've never seen any paper that shows any allegation
with people being gunned down and people killed in retaliation
or any of this which is contained in these documents, sir.

"‘ Q. Have. you any explanation why all the documents

from this period in your headquarters have disappeared and
can no longer be found?

A. '~ What type documents, sir? As I‘say, the intel-
ligence reports and this type of thing--

Q. | " (Interposing) For example, a copy of this
communication, M-30, cor a copy of this letter, M-297?

A, No, sir. As far as I know, as I told you in my
December testimony that all the documents were there. As I
say, the intelligence reports and this type of thing were
either turned over to Task Force Barker or burned. We
didn't keep this. This was too voluminous.

I0: We're not talking about that.

MR MACCRATE: I'm talklng about M- 29, which is not in your
files and you say you'we never seen. Yet it shows on it

- that a courtesy copy was going to you.

A, . Yes, sir, I.realize a courtesy copy was sent to
me, and I was not there at the time, sir. It was sent to my
headquarters I should say to correct that statement.

Q. But you returned 5 days after the date of
the letter?
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‘A. Right, sir. This is the only way that I can
account for it, sir, is that ‘if he had this paper, and as far
as I knew, the way I understood it yesterday, you told me
that you had found these in my files. I wasn't at all
surprised because if he had written these, taken them down
there and put them in the files, they would have been right
there. :

Q. We indicated we had found them in the district
files—-

A, (Interposing) Well, this I interpreted.

Q. And not the advisory teams. Yes,.we understand

" the confusion.

A, Well, this I interpreted tc be mine.
- Q. They were found in the Vietnamese files.

A, My first thought was, "Okay, if they were in the
file, he wrote his answer, he put in down there, and he stuck
it in the file." He did not brief me, because, as I say and

I will reiterate, I've never seen anything that dealt with
mowing down people until I read it in the paper. I was
astounded. This appears to be the link, right here; this is
where the official documentation came; this is where the ‘
investigation had touched my headquarters, and I was not
there, and through some set of circumstances I didn't gain
knowledge of it. This would account for it. This is all I
can say, sir. This is the only way I can explain it. I've
tried to answer every question you've asked me to the best
of my knowledge. That's why I kind of had an argument with
my counsel, because I don't have anything to hide.

I0: Well we appreciate very much your coming in.
Now, as you cogitate over this, you understand the line of
our gquestioning.

A. Yes, sir.

Q. ~ And I'm sure you recognize we know a great deal
about this. :
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A. Yes, sir, I know you do and you have the
documentation, sir.

Q. If any of these pieces start to fit together, I
would ask .you to immediately get on the telephone and let us
know so that we can either get you here, or we'll get some-
body there so we can take advantage of it. :

A, All right, sir.

Q. To the best of our ability, we are going to put
all these bits and pieces together. Additionally, if you
should think of any documents that may be of assistance to
us including. your photos—--did you bring those photos 1n with
you? :

_A.. Yes, sir, I brought the slides. . They don't really
show much, sir, but I'll show them to you.

t‘Q- Well, we'll have--Colonel PATTERSON.
- LTC PATTERSON: Yes, sir.

Q. When we finish here with Colonel GAVIN, I'd like
you to get the slide projector and get some place where you
can project these sliides, and with the data that's on the
slides, determine whether or not we want to retain the slides,
in order to get prints made. I know you have, I think, four
at the present time. ‘

. Q. Yes, sir, are these the same slides that we
viewed before. -

A, Yes. Well, these are the ones on cach end, and
then I've got some taken from the top of Hill 85. I've got
some taken from Buddha Mountain of this battle, when the ARVN
was recapturing the citadel. 1I've got everything that I took
in the East, I'll put it that way, except oxcarts and

: decoratlon ceremonies and this type of thing.

I0: Well you look them over. You know what we're

" interested in, not only in that operation, but we're interested
in any reprisal aspect.

(GAVIN) ) 95 B APP T-9

FOR COFFICIAL USE ONLY



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

A, I don't have anything, no other bodies other
than those of that one outpost.

0. Before we recess, I would like to caution you, and

I'd like to caution you, too, (directed to IC) that you've
been directed not to discuss your testimony and the goings on
in this investigation with others.

A. Right, sir.
Q. Includlng individuals who have or may appear

before this inquiry. Have you already been over to the House
Armed Services Comm1ttee7 :

A, Yes, sir.
I0: The hearing will recess at th;s time.
(The hearing recessed at 1615 hours, 13 February
1970.) -
(GAVIN) 96 APP T-9

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY

WITNESS: SITTIG, William

DATE OF TESTIMONY} 14 January 1970
PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon
WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A

COUNSEL: None

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Civilian program advisor,
CORDS District Team, Son Tinh District.

1. KNOWLEDGE OF THE MY LAI OPERATION.

While the witness knew that Task Force Barker had an
operation in Son My in mid-March, it did not stick out in
his mind as he was not too familiar with the military
cperations {pgs. 5, 7). Despite the fact that RODRIGUEZ
often went along on SITTIG's inspection trips and helped him
- with his written reports, RODRIGUEZ never discussed a
written statement he had made in reply to allegations of
American atrocities during the My Lai operation (pgs. 3, 7,
8). Neither GAVIN nor DAWKINS said anything about it
(pgs. 7, 8). Although he saw TAN quite often, he never
saw TAN's letter to KHIEN (Exhibit M-34) (pgs. 4, 8). He
was surprised that RODRIGUEZ or GAVIN did not relate any of
this information to him (pg. 11). He offered the fact
that he was in the hospital at Danang for three weeks,
perhaps in April, as an explanation for this (pg. 11).

He never saw Exhibit M-35, the inclosure to Exhibit R-1,

or any other VC propaganda related to the incident, and he
heard no rumor concerning it from the Vietnamese (pgs. 9, 10).
He did not recall an operation by the 2d ARVN Division into
the Son My Village area in June of 1968 (pg. 15). Many
operations were going on (pg. 15). He flew over the Son

My Village area, but he was never there on the ground

(pg. 14). He knew of no investigation of the My Lai
operation (pg. 9). : : o

(SITTIG) 1 . SUM APP T-154
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2. OTHER INFORMATION.

a. Relationship between TAN and GAVIN.

TAN and GAVIN did not get alcng with one ancther
because of a personality conflict (pg. 12). At one point
TAN told RODRIGUEZ he was geing to ask to have GAVIN
removed (pg. 12). The witness did not know when this
difficulty arose or the subject matter of the problem (pg.l2).
TAN had a lot of pressure on him, and SITTIG found hlm fair

(pg. 13).

b. SITTIG's duties.

SITTIG had $1,000.00 to spend in assisting the
development of the district (pg. 3). He administered
education, agriculture, self-help, and refugee programs
(pg. 3). While he moved around the district quite a bit
and was in most of the secured hamlets many times, he did
not remember the Son My Village Chief, Sergeant LUYEN
(pgs. 3, 8). He offered help to TAN, but on normal CORDS
projects he usually worked with TAN's assistants (pg. 4).
SITTIG's office was in District Headquarters (pg. 5). He
spent nights in. the subsector headquarters on the
hill (pg. 7). '

(SITTIG) 2 SUM APP T-154
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EXHIBITS
- EXHIBIT . :
‘NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTES - PAGES
Witness had never
M-30 Statement of RODRIGUE?Y seen before, 8
TAN's letter to KHIEN, Witness had never
M-34 11 Apr 68 (trans) (Quang |seen before. -
- Ngai Prov)
: 8
, Witness had never
- M-35 VC propaganda leaflet seen before. 9
Witness had never
R-1 HENDERSON 's report seen inclosure. 9
- (8ITTIG) | | 3 SUM APP T-154
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EXHIBITS
. EXHIBIT . . _ : .
‘NUMBER DESCRIPTION "~ NOTES PAGES
Witness had never
‘M-30 Statement of RODRIGUEZ seen before. 8
TAN's letter to KHIEN, |[Witness had never
M-34 11 Apxr 68 (trans) (Quang [seen before. -
- Ngai Prov)
8
‘ Witness had never
- M=-35 VC propaganda leaflet seen before. 9
" [Witness had never .
R-1 HENDERSON's report seen inclosure. 9
9
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'(The hearing reconvened at 1450 hours, 14 January

1970.)
10: The hearing will come to order.
RCDR: The following persons are present: LTG PEERS, MR

MACCRATE, and MAJ LYNN.
Sir, the next witness is Mr. William SITTIG.

(MR SITTIG was called as a witness, was sworn,
and testified as follows:)

Mr. SITTIG, for the recordr will you please state
your full name, occupation, and residence?

A. William C. SITTIG, IBI trainee with AID, 1121
Ariington Boulevarda, Avlington, Virigiania.

RCDR: Mr. SITTIG, this investigation was directed jointly
by the Secretary of the Army and the Chief of Staff of the Armv
-for the purpose of determining facts and making findings and
recommendations concerning the adequacy of prior investiga-
tions and iaguiries into, and subseguent reviews and reports
which existed in the chain of command, of what is now commonly
referred to as the My Lai incident of‘l6 March 1968. We are
also investigating the possible suppression cf information by
any person who had a duty to report it and to furnish infor-
mation about this incident. This investigation is not being
conducted to investigate all facts and circumstances of what
happened at My Lai (4), but it is directed to those spe01flc
purposes which I have just stated.

General PEERS has had made available to him and has
reviewed prior official statements obtained in other official
investigations of the My Lai incident. Your testimony will be
taken under cath. A verbatim transcript will be prepared.

A tape recording is being made in addition to the verbatim
notes being taken by the reporter.

Although the general classification of the report

will be confidential, it is possible that the testimony or
parts of it may later become a matter of public knowledge.

{SITTIG) 1 ' '  APP T-154
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I0: Mr. SITTIG, besides myself, I have other people
here. To my left is Mr. MACCRATE, who is a civilian lawyer
and has volunteered his services through the Secretary of the
Army to assist me in this inquiry; to act as legal counsel

to me and other members of the inquiry team. We also have
members of the inquiry team who are conducting interrogations
elsewhere. However, I advise you that I have the respons-
ibiliy of putting together the report and weighing the facts
and making findings and recommendations. We are d1rect1nq
military personnel not to discuss the testimony in this in-
vestigation with others. Since you are a civilian, I will
request that you not discuss your testimony in this investi-~
gation, except as you may be required so to do before a com—
petent judicial, legislative, or administrative body. I don't
believe that you have been cited by the military judge in the
general court-martial case of the United States v. Calley.

Is that correct?

A. . No. I have not.

Q. Well, all I can say is that if by chance you ever
are cited, your appearance here would in no way change the
effect or applicability of that order. Do you have any ques-
tions concerning what I have discussed up to this point?

A. No.

0. Mr. SITTIG, would you tell us what your duty
assignment was in the period of about the middle of March
19687

A. Well, I was assigned to the CORDS district team

of the Son Dinh District as a civilian member of the team,

and I was in charge of advising the Vietnamese in all civilian
programs in the district of Son Tinh.

Q. How long had,you been in that capacity?

A. T arrived in Quang Ngai on or about 1 August 1967,
and stayed there about a week and then went out to Son Tinh
District from there. I was there until about 15 January 1969.

Q. As the CORDS civilian representative at Son Tinh,
what did you duties encompass?

(SITTIG) 2 APP T-154
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A. Well, I had quite a bit of freedom in advising

the Vietnamese district officials. The many civilian programs
that we had there, across the board programs: education, agri-
culture, self-help, refugees., We also had a fund of about
$1,000 a month to assist in the development of the district.
On occasion I used some of these funds to work with the local
pecple and develop projects that I thought they needed and
that they thought they needed in the district. In my duties,
1 had a chance to move around the districts quite a bit by
roads and trails. I was in most of the secure hamlets many
times over a period of about a year and a half while I was
there.

Q. _ What was you working relationship with Major GAVIII?
I believe the other member of the team was Captain RODRIGUEZ.

A, That's right. Well, Major GAVIN gave me quite

a bit of freedom to develcp civilian programs and to advise
on a civilian level. O©Of course, I kept him well informed on
the civilian operations and coordinated their activities as
much as possible. Captain RODRIGEUZ often went out with me
in my inspection of the self-help projects and the education
projects. We worked quite closely together in a number of
areas of civilian work. He helped me quite a bit on paper
work and the ATIK fund. I helped brief him on what was hap-
pening out in the hamlets, villages. We worked quite close
together. :

Q. Did you have much work with Lieutenant TAN?
Did you work on--

A. (Interposing) Lieutenant TAN? What was his

position?
Q. He was the district chief.
A, He was later made a captain. I believe he was the

"second district chief, as I recall. The first on was a Dai-uy
GIAD. Yes, it would have been TAN at that time.

Q. Well, TAN is a captain now, but exactly when he
was promoted, I'm not sure. He was a lieutenant at the time.

(SITTIG) - -3 ~ APP T-154
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A. Perhaps he was. I don't have my records, so it's
very difficult to remember when, but I think he was made cap-
tain while I was there.

Q. My question was whether you, in your capacity, had

much to do with Lieutenant TAN, or whether you worked through
his civilian agency?

A, Well, on occasion I did try to offer some help to
him. I can recall one project we were trying to get started,
middle school, grades six through nine. We wanted to build
one for the district. I worked with him rather closely on
that project. Usually, however, on the normal CORDS, or what
they call the rural constructicn projects, the normal program
was taken care of by one of his assistants in revolutionary
development., I worked more closely with them. My desk was
in the same office with the Vietnamese at the district head-
quarters. But I saw Lieutenant TAN quite frequently.

Q. Do you speak Vietnamese?
A, Yes, sir. Somewhat.
Q. Did you s?eak Vietnamese then?
A. Yeé, sir.
Q. Do you read and write Vietnamese, or did you?
A. I can read a little bit of it, and write a little

bit of it., But I'm not as proficient as I am in speaking
it, I have a l-plus level in Vietnamese on the foreign
service scale.

Q. Do you remember the name of the Army lieutenant
who worked in the DIOCC?

A. I can see his face. I really have trouble remem-
bering names. That's one of my failings. DAWKINS.

Q. DAWKINS? 1Is he a big tall chap?

A, Tall blond-headed fellow, light hair.

Q. Lieutenant DAWKINS?

(SITTIG) 4 APP T-154
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A. He was replaced by another lieutenant. 1 think
his name was WORTHINGTON. I didn't work with him for a very
long period of time.

Q. Is DAWKINS a rather tall chap?

A. Yes, he was.

MR MACCRATE: Did he have a southern accent?

A. Yes. I think he's from Georgia, if I'm not mis-
taken, .
I0: That's not exactly an Irish name.

MR MACCRATE: We had it defined as a Georgia accent.

I0: During the period of about the middle of March,
were you aware of Task Force Barker's operations down in
the Son My Village area?

A. Yes, I knew there was an operation or series of
operations going on out in that area.

Q. Did you work at the subsector headquarters, or did
you work at the district headquarters? Subsector headquarters
being on the hill and district headquarters being down in the
village.

A. Yes, well, my office was down in the district head-
quarters along with the other civilian operations. At night
I would go up to the subsector headquarters, and I would sleep
and eat up there. - It was a little bit more secure up there.

Q. From there you could probably see right into the
Son My Village area, could you not?

A, Actually, it was rather difficult because there is
another hill which obstructs the view, as I recall. It's Nui
Thien An. There's a Buddhist monastery on the top of that
hill. From where we were located, it would probably be dif-
ficult to see it. But, you know, you could look out and see
the whole area. You couldn't see one specific spot from that
point unless you had glasses. If you had glasses, you might
be able to see the area more definitely. This is the mountain
I'm .talking about, right here. (Witness indicates on MAP-1)

(SITTIG) 5 APP T-154
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Q. ’ Well, you were a little farther north.

MR MACCRATE: To the left of your hand.

IO: That's where the district headquarters is located.
A. This is the district headquarters, here.

Q. Yes.

A. Then, I was over in here then.

Q. Well, I was under the impression that the wvillage

was a little southwest of the h111 where the subsector head-
guarters was located.

A. Are you talking about this one?

Q. No.

A, You're talking about district, here?

Q. This village here, it strikes me that--

A. (Interposing) Our location was here?

Q. Subsector headquarters. We're talking about 1,000

meters away.

A. Yes, that's right. I'm no expert, but all I can
remember is you drive down this road and you cross the river
right about in here.

Q. It must be this hill you're talking about.

A. Now, there are a series of hills here, and a train-
ing station here on this one for the Vietnamese. 1In Tet of
1968, they occupied that hill. I would think it would be more
over here, but I'm no expert. .

Q. They also had a rifle range down in this area.

A. And they also had a rifle range down in here, a
training area for the Vietnamese soldiers. You could, from

that map, look out that far and see My Lai (4), but you
couldn't recognize it with the naked eye. With a pair of

(SITTIG) 6 APP T-154
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glasses you might. I've never loocked out that way. I may
have once or twice. It is very difficult to know because
you have small clusters of houses. It's much easier to

-recognize the area as you fly over it looking down at it.

Q. You indicated that you were aware of this opera-
tion going intoc this area, Mr., SITTIG?

A Yes, sir.

Q. Do you recall an unusual reports, or reports of
-happenings there that were somewhat different that you would
normally hear? .

A. You know, ever since this thing has come up, I've
been trying tc rack my brain to think of something that was

7 . out of the ordinary, but I don't recall specifics. The opera-

tion doesn't stick out in my mind., There didn't seem to be
anything extraordinary about it. O©Of course, again, I wasn't
directly involved with military affairs. I had an interest,
a continuing interest, in what was occurring militarily in the
digtrict, because I didn't want to get caught up in any of
the military actions that were going on. I always tried to
listen a little bit to see where they were and to stay out of
their way. Again, I wasn't a military expert. I was really
learning about military operations and their way or working
and so forth. I hadn't been in the military previously. If
anything were out of sorts, it probably wouldn't stick in my
mind because I wasn't very familiar with military operations.

Q. During this period'you were working in the district
downtown, but you would spend your nights with the subsector
headquarters on the hill?

A. That's right.
Q. Do you remember any discussion with Major GAVIN or
- with Captain RODRIGUEZ ccncerning the operation there or con-
cerning any report that was belng prepared?

- A. No, sir. I don't.

- Q. Did@ you have anything to do with the village chief
of Son My, Sergeant LUYGEN?

(SITTIG) | 7 | APP T-154
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A. How do you spell that?
Q. L-U-Y-G-E-N.
A. I might have met the gentleman once or twice, but

I really don't recall meeting him. And I certainly didn't have
any extensive dealings with him.

Q. We would understand that he lives in one of the
refugee camps generally across the Song Tra Khuc from Quang
Ngai City.

A, That's very possible. He doesn't stand out in my
mind. I don't recall even meeting him. <Someone might have
introduced him to me, but I don't recall.

Q. I have here a letter from the district chief,
Lieutenant TAN, to the province chief of Quang Ngai Province,
dated 11 April. It has been entered into the record as
Exhibit M-34. The top is the English translation of the
Vietnamese version underneath it. 1I'd ask if you had ever
seen this, or if any of this information has been called to
your attention?

A. No, sir. I never saw this.

Q. I have here another document, dated 14 April,

signed by Captain RODRIGUEZ, which has been entered into the
record as Exhibit M-30. The version on top is not too legible.
A retyped version is attached to it. 1I would ask if you were
ever familiar with the contents of this statement?

A. No, sir. I don't remember seeing it.

Q. Did Captain RODRIGUEZ ever discuss anything such
as this with you?

A, I don't remember. I really don't.

Q. ' Major GAVIN?

A. No, sir. I don't remember.

Q. Captain DAWKINS?

(Witness gives negative response.)

(SITTIG) .8 APP T-154
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Were you familiar with any Viet Cong propaganda
which was coming out about this time, which focused on the
My Lai area, which is to say Tu Cung Hamlet or Co Luy Hamlet
or the general area of Son My Village? That could be in
broadcasts, by leaflet, through the use of slogans, arm bands,
posters, or any other klnd of propaganda?

A. No, sir. I don't recall. I don't remember seeing
any of that.

Q. I have here a copy of a piece of Viet Cong propa—
ganda which has been entered into the record as Exhibit M-35.
I would ask if you have ever seen or heard of any propaganda
such as this? !

A, No, sir. I'm sure that I would have remembered
it if I would have seen something like that.

Q. . I have another piece that I would like to show

you, which is an inclosure. to Exhibit R-1. This is a two-page
piece of VC propaganda. The first page is rather innocuous,
and reads a great deal like the ordinary propaganda, but if

- you look at the top of the second page, you will notice that
the tone of this changes in the second paragraph.-

A. _ Again, I don't remember seeing‘thié.
Q. Were you ever aware if any form of investigation

of anything unusual that may have taken place there was being
conducted by U.S. authorities during this time period?

A. . No, sir.

Q. Or within the period of the next 2 to 3 months?
A. No, sir. |

Q.' | Did you ever hear of anything belng done on ARVN

or the GVN side?

" A. ~ No, sir.
Q. Involving an investigation?
A. No, sir.
(SITTIG) ' ' 9 APP T-154
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Q. From your working around with the people and in

the refugee camps in this district, did you ever hear or did
you ever see anything which may have aroused your suspicion of
something unusual that may have taken place in about the middle
of March in the VC area of Son My Village?

A. No, sir. I didn't.

MR MACCRATE: Mr. SITTIG, you will note that in M-30, which
General PEERS showed you a few moments ago, the first para-
graph is in reference to a letter from the Son Tinh District
chief to the Quang Ngai Province chief, and that letter is
dated 11 April 1968. That letter would of course be in Viet-
namese. If Captain RODRIGUEZ were to attempt to author a
statement such as this, which we see he has signed, how would
you expect him to go about it, knowing what was available to
him at Son Tinh in April of 1968, what resources he had, the
people upon whom he could call for assistance. We under-
stand that he did not speak Vietnamese. To whom would he
turn? How would you conceive of him putting such a statement
together? ‘

A. Well, there were a number of ways that he could
have gotten the information. A number of times people would
bring informaticn up tc uc, by-passing the district chief,

in Vietnamese. We had our own translator who was an ARVN
sergeant. There were a number of them who passed through

the scene in the year and one-half that I was there. At that
time~~I don't recall who the gentleman was-~-he could have
translated it for Captain RODRIGUEZ. I think that prcbably
would have been written down and translated. It possibly

" could have been by word of mouth. Also, someone might have
come up to the hill and made a complaint to him about this,
and he might have included it in his report.

Q. Well, we know, Mr. SITTIG, that the letter of

the 1llth of April was in the dlstrlct office at that time, so
this is not something being taken by word of mouth. What we're
interested in ascertaining is just how, given a letter in
Vietnamese~=-

A. (Interposing) The district chief could have

given it to him. Whoever held the letter would have had to
give it to him.

(SITTIG) 10 APP T-154
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Q. ’ Well, presumably, this is what happened. But now,
the letter would be in Vietnamese. Captain RODRIGUEZ, we un-
derstand, could not speak Vietnamese.

A. But on the MACV team there was a translator, an
interpreter, a Vietnamese translator. He could have easily
"~ translated the letter from Vietnamese to English

Q. Don't you find it somewhat surprlslng that some-
thing of this character would not have been shared with you,
living as you were with Major GAVIN and Captaln RODRIGUEZ
and sharing meals with them?

A, Yes, I do. 1 do find it surprlslng. There are
two possible explanations that I could give. One is that I
might have been away at that time. . was during that time
that I spent 3 weeks in the Danang hospital. I'm not exactly
sure of the date, but I think it was in April of 1968. I
know it was 3 weeks. I can get the information, but at this
point, I don't know exactly when the 3 weeks were. The se-
cond possibility is that I may just have forgotten all abou*
it. There was so much going on that I might have forgotten
about the whole thing. But I can't conceive that I would
have.

Q. - Well, you read the letter of 11 April, did you
not? General PEERS showed it to you.

A, Yes, that was the--

I0: (Interposing) The letter from Lieutenant TAN to

the province chief.

A, Yes, to the province chief. At this point, I can't
honestly say that I remembered seeing any of these documents.
This would come as quite a surprise to me, because I was work-
ing with Captaln RODRIGUEZ and we told each other everythlng
that happened in our line of work.

MR MACCRATE: Well, there is no question in your mind that what

was in the letter of 1l April was a rather unusual recital in
which Lieutenant TAN closed with a rather strong statement?

(SITTIG) | 11 | APP T-154
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A. Again, I'm not certain, but I believe at this time
or a little earlier, Lieutenant TAN mentioned toc Captain ROD-
RIGUEZ, and I believe I was there as well, that he was going
to put in a request for the removal of Major GAVIN, the semnicr
district advisor. They weren't getting along well. I think
it was mainly a personality clash between the two of them.

And I don't know if this had any bearing on this statement

at all, if some of that animosity overflowed here in this
statement. It may be possible that it did.

Q. Well, could it have been the other way arcund?
It's a rather strong report of an incident that is in the
letter. To draw the conclusion Lieutenant TAN draws in the
final paragraph, I find it an eminently reasonable thing if
you accept the accuracy of what he lays out in the preceding
paragraph. Could what you recall of such friction of Major
GAVIN and Lieutenant TAN have its origins in GAVIN's reaction
to Lieutenant TAN's report? Can you fix this in time as to
when this conflict, friction, arose between Major GAVIN and
Lieutenant TAN?

A. No, I really can't. I know it was something that
was building up for quite a period of time, and it seemed to
abate then, again, later on. But again, I can't fix a def-
inite timec when this happened. As far as I can remember, it
was in March or April or May. I can truthfully say I don't
know. But I do remember there was a period of conflict. On
one occasion I remember Lieutenant TAN saying that he would
prefer it if Major GAVIN left. But I don't believe he ever
went through with the request to the province chief. It was
just a statement. So that is about all I can say on that.

Q. Can you relate it to any particular subject matter
at the time? '

A, No, I think it was just a difference of person-
alities at the time., Major GAVIN was a very forceful, out-
going type of person. He was a major. And Lieutenant TAN
was a very quiet; traditional, mandarin, lieutenant. On the
other hand, he was very much in view in his role as a leader
of his people. He felt as though the Americans could give a
little more monetary assistance for one thing.

IO0: What?

(SITTIG) 12 APP T-154
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A. Monetary assistance for some of the pet projects

that he had. I recall once, on a number of occasions he pressed
both myself and Major GAVIN to build him a meeting hall at
district headquarters. He wanted to set himself up as a small-
time mandarin. Neither of us felt as though this was a priority
project. We would prefer building schools first. I was a
little bit more subtle. I guess I was a little bit more eas-
tern in my philosophy than Major GAVIN. I don't recall Major
GAVIN ever telling him "No," but he was rather blunt in his
answers. Knowing him, I would imagine him saying, "Well, God
dammit, you don't need that." Of course, this hurts. Now
again, I'm not intimating that this statement by Lieutenant

TAN is not the truth, because he heard it from his own offic-
ials. I don't pretend to make any connection in this. I'm
just saying that there is a possibility, although rather re-
mote. In most dealings I found Lieutenant TAN to be rather

" fair. He had a lot of pressures on him. He had a lot of
political pressure on him as a district chief. I think he

was very concerned with his people in the district. He was
trying to serve them the best he could.

MR MACCRATE: Were villages in the district assigned admini-
strative numbers? When you see in the upper left-hand corner,
a notation of a number and "admin office," does that simply
indicate the number of the correspondence?

A. Do you mean by the Vietnamese?
0. Yes.
A. Could you give me an example? I think it just

indicates the number of the correspondence, as far as I know.
Now, we had a number system on our HES report for villages
and hamlets. You're talking about this number here, on the
upper right-hand corner (indicating Exhibit M-29).

Q. Yes.

A, I think that's a recording number. The person
who sends it out, you know. It's a copy number, as far as I
know.

Q. It is not any indication of the organization that -
you were following, for identifying villages in the district?

(SITTIG) | 13 APP T-154
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A. No, I don't think so. As far as I know, I never
heard of it being used that way by the Vietnamese.

I0: What was Major GAVIN's relationship with Lieuten-
ant TAN during the Tet offensive?

A, Of course, Leiutenant TAN. just arrived, and he
relied quite a bit upon Major GAVIN and upon the team and upon
Captain RODRIGUEZ in military affairs, it seemed to me, any-
way. He was working quite a bit of the time with all of us
when he was up there on the hill., I think he relied on the
artillery support we could give from the hill. He slept in -
the bunker a few nights as I recall. That's about all I can
think of right now.,

MR MACCRATE: Where did you live after May of 19687

aA. I moved into Quang Ngai City in one of the houses
there.
Q. Did you at any time after March 1968, up to the

time that you left Vietnam, I believe in January 1969, enter
the Son My Village region?

A. No, I was never there. T flew over a few times,
About the farthest I ever went was over here Son Hoi.

Q. ' Geing out along Route 5217

A. Yes, I guess that's the number. Yes, 521. We
continued on past the citadel and then we turned off just past
there a little road down in this area to the series of four
hamlets here. We used to turn down here and the Vietnamese
told us never to go past *this point on the road. I always
listened to the Vietnamese. They were living there and they
knew where to go and not to go. We never went past about this
point (indicating past the citadel).

Q. Were you aware of any plans for a building of
a model hamlet or any discussions about the building of a
model hamlet in Son My Village? :

A. In this area, or out in Son My?
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. Q' . Yes.

A, "I don't recall in Son My. I know we had talked

one time about building a citadel up and bring all these people
down in here. . That's where Mr. MAY was in here. He was the
advocate of the revised fortified hamlets, or whatever you
want to call them. And we discussed that, and it finally fell
through, I guess because we requested so many materials from
the province and they never got there.

0. Do you remember any parallel or revised program
belng discussed by Mr. BURKE?

A. Not in that area, no.

Q. Do you have any knowledge of an operation that

was carried out, a military operation that was carried out by
the 2d ARVN Division.in June of 1968 into the Son My Village
area?

. 10: That was not the 2d ARVN Division. That would be

sector utilizing two RF group headquarters and about six RF
companies. .

A, I don't remember that specific operation, no.
Because there were so many operations going on that whole
pericd of time, I don't remember.

I0: Well, Mr. SITTIG, we're appreciative of you coming
in this afternoon. We probably have given you some information
which you had not seen before. If any of this information

does refresh your memory of anything which transpired during
that time period, say March through about June of 1968, we'd
appreciate very much if you would get in touch with us so

that we could take advantage of any information you are able

to recall. In addition, if you have any memoranda or letters,
~ maps, photos, any kind of material that will assist us in the
missicn of this inquiry, we'd be obliged to have those.

Al Well, sir, if I do remember anythlng, I'1l1l be
~sure to let you know.
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Q. I'1l give you this opportunity to ask any questions
that you may like, or to make any statement for the record if
you might like. '

A. No, sir. I don't have any statement. I just wish
you the best of luck in getting to the bottom of this thing.

I0: This hearing will recess.

(The hearing recessed at 1533 hours, 14 January
1970.)
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY

WITNESS: - RODRIGUEZ, Angel M.

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 24 January 1970
"PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon
WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A

COUNSEL: None

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Assistant District
Advisor, Son Tinh District, Quang Ngai Province.

1. PREPARATION OF THE 14 APRIL STATEMENT BY RODRIGUEZ.

a.- Timing.

(Exhibit M-34) “the witness was in Salgon (pgs. 10, 11).

On the day he returned to Son Tinh his superior, Major
GAVIN, departed for a few days R&R (pgs. 3, 11, 18).

Thus, when District headquarters received the requirement
from province which resulted in RODRIGUEZ's statement, the
witness was acting Senior Advisor and, therefore, was the
person who responded (pgs. 3, 4, 12).

b. Receipt of the redquest.

Lieutenant TAN's letter of 11 April (Exhibit M-29)
was referred to RODRIGUEZ along with a request from the
Quang Ngai advisory group to obtain information on the matter

- (pgs. 4, 5, 18). This request was received in the regular

malL,and the witness did not recall being telephoned

- concerning the matter (pg. 18). Since RODRIGUEZ did not

have the capability to investigate an incident in VC territory,
‘he was to contact the District Chief, discuss the matter with
‘him, determine whether the District Chief wanted an investi-
gation, and inform province about the District Chief's decision
(pgs. 5, 18). At the time this request was received
Lieutenant Colonel GUINN was the Deputy Province Advisor

(pg. 4).
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c. Discussion with TAN,

Because there was a policy in the area that all
reports had to be prepared within 24 hours, RODRIGUEZ
immediately went to see TAN, the District Chief,
since TAN had made the complaint (pgs. 5, 6, 19). TAN
did not seem to pay much attention to the allegations of
American atrocities, which he termed VC propaganda
(pgs. 6, 8). TAN declared that the report came from the
VC village chief rather than the GVN village chief
(pg. 7). TAN stated he had spoken to the village chief,
listened to his complaint, and written a letter concerning
it (Exhibit M-29) (pg. 8). The witness was not told the
whereabouts of the wvillage chief, and he was never shown
the report submitted by the village chief (pg. 7). TAN
did not reveal the name of the person who had given him
the information (pg. 9). The witness never saw a report
to TAN submitted by Mr. LUYEN, Chairman, Village Council,
Son My Village, dated 22 March (Exhibit M-49) (pg. 9).
Prior to submitting his report, RODRIGUEZ showed it to TAN
who voiced no objection to it (pgs. 25, 26).

d. Submission of the report.

After he spoke to TAN, RODRIGUEZ made the statement
and returned it to province so that province could pursue
the matter (pgs. &, 18). He 4id not know what happened
concerning the incident subsequent to this (pg. 18).
Normally a report of this nature would be returned to
province by an NCO and would be delivered to Colonel GREEN
who handled administrative problems (pgs. 8, 19). GREEN
in turn would discuss such matters with GUINN (pg. 8).

2. INFORMATION CONCERNING THE STATEMENT WHICH WAS GIVEN
TO GAVIN.

When GAVIN returned two or three days later, RODRIGUEZ
told him of the correspondence with province and of the
allegation in the letter (pgs. 9, 10). GAVIN was given a
copy of this information (pgs. 10, 19). RODRIGUEZ thought
GAVIN was familiar with the contents of TAN's memorandum
(pg. 13). RODRIGUEZ asked GAVIN if he wanted to pursue the
matter in greater detail, but no more action was taken
(pg. 19). The witness did not know if GAVIN ever talked

to TAN about it (pg. 10).
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3. RECEIPT OF INFORMATION CORROBORATIVE OF THE DISTRICT
CHIEF'S REPORT BY THE WITNESS.

The witness never saw the VC propaganda leaflet or
heard any rumors similar to the allegations made in the
4 leaflet (pg. 29). Usually Lieutenant DAWKINS handled
- VC propaganda documents (pg. 29). He never saw Colonel
TOAN's directive to Quang Ngai sector (Exhibit M-32) to
investigate the incident (pgs. 26, 27). RODRIGUEZ was
never aware that ARVN was conducting an investigation or
that the 2d ARVN Division conducted an operation in the
My Lai area to find out what happened (pgs. 27, 32).

4. OTHER INFORMATION.

a. Actions surrounding Tet.

On the morning after Tet, District Headquarters
was surroundad (pgs. 15, 16). It was eventually cleared
by the 2d ARVN Division which inflicted heavy casualties
on the 48th Local Force Battalion (pg. 16). He did not
recall an incident where 75 to 80 people were murdered by
the VC, but he was aware that three or four women and
children had been killed when the VC overran a couple of
- outposts east of the citadel (pg. 33). There was another
incident where the VC destroyed a small hamlet, named Xuan
Tay, and kidnapped all the women and children there {pgs. 34,
35). He did not know how many persons were killed {(pg. 35)}.
This happened in April or May after Task Force Barker had
been disbanded (pgs. 35, 36).

b. RODRIGUEZ's administrative procedure.

. RODRIGUEZ had been a first serdgeant and a company
: commander, and thus he felt he had a good knowledge of admin-
! Jistrative matters (pgs. 20, 21). The files were in fine shape when
he left (pg. 21). He normally made three copies of reports,
two of which would go to headquarters and the other would
remain in the office (pg. 20). :

c. Miscellaneous.

(1) Since it was the policy to provide American
units with guides, the witness could not specifically
recall National Police accompanying Task Force Barker on
i6 March (pg. 30).

w
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, (2) RODRIGUEZ has not spoken to anyone from
the Americal Division since the story broke in the news-

papers (pg. 3J).

(3) TAN and GAVIN began working closely together
at the end, but did not have a good working relationship
at first {(pgs. 13, 14).

Y
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EXHIBITS
EXHIBIT .
NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTES PAGES
TAN's ltr to KHIEN, This was document :
M=29 11 Apx (trans) {(8on wit received from
Tinh Dist) province.
. 5
. Do Dinh LUYEN's ltr to Wit had never seen
M-49 TAN . . before, 9
TOAN's directive to Wit had never seen
M-32 investigate. before. 26
Wit had never seen
M-35 VC propaganda leaflet before. 29
o. Q»
5
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(The hearing reconvened at 1005 hours, 24 January

I0: The hearing will come to order.
. RCDR: The following named persons are present: LTG

_:?EERS, MR MACCRATE, COL ARMSTRONQ, LTC ROGERS, and MAJ LYNN.
Sir, the next witness is Mr. Angel M. RODRIGUEZ.

(MR RODRIGUEZ was called as a witness, was sworn,
and testified as follows:)

Mr. RODRIGUEZ, for the record will vou please
state your full name, occupation and residence.

A, _ Angel M. RODRIGUEZ, teacher. I live at J3, Cai.e
Del Oeste. That's University City, in Rio Peidras, Puerto
Rico.

I0: Mr. RODRIGUEZ, have you had an opportunity to
read the instructions? ' _

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do vou understand them Oi do vou have any
questions?

A. I do understand.

Q. Mr. RODRIGUEZ, on my left is Mr. MACCRATE. Mr.

MACCRATE is a civilian attorney. He has volunteered his
services to the Secretary of the Army, Mr. RESOR; to assist
us in this inquiry and alsoc to provide legal counsel to me
and to cther members of this inqguiry team. <a my right is
Colonel ARMSTRONG and on his right is Lieutenant Colonel
“ROGERS. These individuals have ‘been designated by the
office of the Chief of Staff, General WESTMORELAND, to
assist in the conduct of this investigation and to work
with me as assistants. Aside from this group we also

have other groups taking testimony from other individuals.
It will be my responsibility to pull the report together,
to weigh the evidence, and to determine the findings and
recommendations. We are directing military personnel on
active duty that they not discuss their testimony with
others, including those who may appear before this inquiry
as witnesses. In ycur instance, in civilian capacity, we
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cannot so order you. But we can reguest that you not discuss
your testimony with others, including other witnesses, except
as you may be requested or required to do so before competent
administrative, ]udlClal or legislative bodies. In terms of
legislative bodies it is conceivable that you may possibly be
called before one of the congressional committees, specifical-
ly the investigative subcommittee of the House Armed Services
Committee, in which event your testimony here or appearance
here would in no way cause yvou not to testify before such a
body. I would be almost certain that you have not been cited
or cautioned by the military Jjudge in the general court-
martial case of the United States v. Calley. Is that correct?

A. That's correct, sir.

Q. I would only say that in the event you are cited
by that judge or by any other judges for any of the cases,
your appearance here would in no way change either the effect
or .applicability of the orders issued by such judges. Do you
have any questions at this t1me7

A. No, sir.

0. Mr. RODRIGUEZ, would you indicate what your
military duty assignment was in March of 19682

A. I was the assistant district advisor, Son Tinh
District, Quang Ngai Province., I was assigned there on 7

November as I recall, 1967.

Q. . How long did you remain assigned?

A. I remained assigned there for 11 months.

Q. Did yvou speak, or read, or write Vietnamese?

A. Just a little. Before I got there I went to this

specialized course at Fort Bragg for 6 weeks, but I didn't
catch too much of it,

Q. . That's what they refer to as the MATA course,
M-A-T-A?

A, That's correct, sir.

Q. Mr. RODRIGUEZ, the so—~called Son My or My Lai

incident of 16 March 1968, became a matter of public knowledge

(RODRIGUEZ) p APP T-225
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about 4 or 5 months ago, September or October 1969, by way of
radio, television, newspapers, magazines and so on. Since
that time have you had any conversation with any individuals,
let's say, from the Son Tinh advisory group, from the Quang
Ngai advisory group, the 2d ARVN Division advisory group or
other personnel, who may have been associated with the
Americal Division?

A. No, sir, I have not.

Q. Mr. RODRIGUEZ, I have here a statement with your
signature on it that has been entered into the record as
Exhibit M-34. This is dated 14 April 1968. This is a
photostat copy of the document which we obtained. It is

not too clear, not too legible, but we have a true copy
attached to it. If you would, Mr. RODRIGUEZ, tell us
everything you can about this document? Where you got the
information on which this document is based? Who assisted

in the translation of any documents that may have been related
to it? Who you talked to about this document? Who would ask
you to prepare it in the first place? Who did the document
go to?

A. Well, sir, this happened a year and a half ago.
0. I understand this. I'm trying to take you back
22 months. :

A, It is very difficult for me to really remember

every detail, but I did sign this document and I recall when
this happened. On this day the senior advisor of the district
was not there. It seems to me at this time that he took 2

or 3 days leave of some kind.

Q. While we're on this point, you may help to clarify
it. We have talked to Major GAVIN, now Colonel GAVIN, and as
a matter of fact at the moment he is en route from here to the
Armed Forces Staff College, but we've not been able to get
hold of him for a few days to confirm exactly where he was
"during this period. It is our understanding that he had
returned to the States for an extension leave, sometime about
this time. Do you recall that?

A, No,bsir, I know that he did come back to the
States some time in April of that year, but I don't recall the
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dates, the exact dates. But I don't recall all the specific
things. As I recall, he took some time off. I don't recall
what he’ did, but then I was in charge of the district, actually
not in charge of the district, I was then the acting senior
advisor and this matter came to me from the province. It _
seems to me it was from the senior advisor of the Quang Ngai
Province at that time. I don't recall his name at this moment.

Q. This letter came to you?

A. The complaint, the complaint came from the pro-
vince to me to investigate, not to investigate but tc get

some information, because actually we didn't hawve the authority
to investigate anything in the first place, and second, it
seems to me they wanted to have some information. Through the
Vietnamese channels came the same letter to the district chief
and then the translation came to me- from province.

Q. From province? Who gave you that at province, do
you remember? The people at province then, Mr. RODRIGUEZ, were
Mr. MAY, who was the province senior advisor--

A. (Interposing) Yes, sir, he was the province chief
at the time, the senior advisor.

Q. Yés, his assistant or deputy was Colonel GUINN?

A. That's correct, sir.

Q. Yes. Then Colonel GUINN ran the mllltary 51de,

and Colonel GUINN alsc had working for him a Lieutenant
Colonel GREEN?

A. That's correct, he was the administrative officer.

Q. Now can you recall who specifically gave you the
letter from the district chief upon: whlch you based this
report?

A. Sir, actually the administrative policy was for
Lieutenant Colonel GREEN to take all these reports and send
them down to the district advisors. That was the policy,

to get him involved in all the administrative details. But,
I don't know, I cannot say who--

Q. (Interposing) Was it Colonel GUINN?
A. He was there also, but I can't state if he did
(RODRIGUEZ) 4 | APP T-225
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tell Lieutehant Colonel GREEN to send it down.

Q.. Did he just send it down?

A. 'He sent it down just like this.

Q. Well, not like that.

A, No, sir, I mean just the translation.

Q. Let me refer to you ahother document (Exhibit

M-29) to see if this is the document you're referring to.
Here is a report which has been entered into our record,
prepared by Lieutenant TAN to the Quang Ngai Province chief,
"~ dated 11 April. You'll notice that a copy of it went to the
2d ARVN Division headquarters and another copy went to MACV,
‘Quang Ngai Sector. The Vietnamese version is attached to it.

A. Andva translation was made on this?

Q.- Yes. |

A. ‘I recall that, eir.

Q. Well, would you read that to see if that is the
document you're referring to (Exhibit M-29)7?

A. Yes, sir, this is the one.

0. Let the record indicate that Exhibit M-29,

Lieutenant TAN's letter of 11 April, is the document that
was referred to him by the Quang Ngai advisory group. What
did they do, ask you to investigate this?

A, They asked me to get information on this, because
actually in my position I can't investigate anything. I just
have to go to the district chief and discuss it with him, to
see if he wanted to go ahead and investigate the thing on

this alleged incident and send back the information to the
province for them to get in contact with the division, BAmerical
Division, so they could resolve this matter.

Q. When that reguirement came back to you from the
advisory group, who did you talk to then?

A, Sir, I talked to the district advisor, I mean
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never came into my mind. I don't think anyone would have
dreamed of somethlng like this, an incident of this kind.

As I said, that was 22 months ago. It's very hard for me

to remember every detail. But this Lieutenant TAN, I

talked to him and he said it just was a matter of Communist
propaganda of the Viet Cong, and that's the information sent
back to province for them to check with the Americal
Division. What they did after that--

Q. . (Interposing) Who did you provide this report

to once you had this prepared in this form, Mr. RODRIGUEZ?
A. This one right here, sir?

Q. Yes.-

A. . I sent thlS back to the senior prov1nce advisor.

That went back to Colonel GREEN.
ch‘ GREEN or GUINN?

A, : I sent it back with one of the NCO's I had in
there, so I don't recall. Actually it's very hard for me
to say who got it, but I suppose that the senior advisor
will probably discuss this with Colonel GREEN.

Q. Why'Colonel GREEN?

A, Because Colonel GREEN was the one who handled all
the administrative papers at the time, sir. All the infor-
mation, all these types of reports were given to him. In
turn he would go and take them in to Colonel GUINN and
discuss anything of importance.

Q. All right. Okay, fine.

A, So this was the administrative procedure and I
figured that wouldn't keep Colonel GUINN busy all the time.

Q. Did Lieutenant TAN ever tell you that he had
talked to the village chief, that he had a report in writing

from the village chief, and that he had gotten some additional

statistics, names of'people and so on?
A. | No, sir, I don't recall that. He said he had

talked to him and he got this complaint. That's when he
wrote this letter.
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Q. : Did he say the name of the individual who gave
him the information?

A, If he did it's very hard for me to re.ember his
name. :
Q. " I have here another document which is Exhibit

M-49, a report to the District Chief Son Tinh District signed
by Mr. LUYEN, Chairman, Village Council, Son My Village, dated
22 March 1968. This is the Vietnamese version again, Mr.
RODRIGUEZ, and the English translation is on top. I'd ask if
you've seen this document.

A. No, sir. No, I don' t recall seeing that one. The
only one that I know I saw was this one here (Exhibit M-29).
I'm positive of this one and I know I prepared this (Exhibit
M-34).

Q. : You know you prepared that?

A. Yes, I prepared this to comply with the infor-
mation they wanted me to give them at the time. Because

what I understood was that they were going to get more infor-
mation. They wanted this information to go and talk to the
Americal Division, I suppose the commander or someone in
there, to get this taken care of. That's all I can reca 11.

Q. | I understand Major GAVIN returned about this
time, too? :

A. Yes, sir.

Q. | Did you have some discussion with Major GAVIN

about this?

A. Yes, sir. I did.

Q. Can you recall your discussion with Major GAVIN
~about it? : :

A, Yes, sir, I told him that I had received some

© ! -information from province, a letter indicating that an

‘alleged incident has occurred in this place here, and they
wanted to pursue this more. It was my policy there to
keep a copy of this for him to see also. So I suppose that
a copy of this probably was in the files when I left.

{(RODRIGUEZ) 9 ~ APP T-225
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Q. Did you show this letter to Major GAVIN?

A, Yes, sir.

Q. He saw that as well?

A. He saw that. I didn'f do anything unless he

knew about it.

Q. All. rlght Do you know if while you were talklng
to him about this, if he and yourself might have talked again
with Lieutenant TAN about it?

A. Sir,‘dfter that I don't recall if he did or not.
I know I didn't do it after that. I talked to Major GAVIN
and then what he did after that, I have no knowledge of.

Q. We understand that along about this time, that
Major GAVIN did have a few days off where he went to Bangkok,

do you remember that?

A. Yes, sir, I remember. Well, he made three different .
trips I recall. He was supposed to go to Bangkok, but he never
got there the first time. Then he made a second trip to
Bangkok. And then after that he came back to the States for

30 days leave. That's when he extended for 6 months. But the

first trip that he tried to make to Bangkok, I don't think
wae some time in March, If I recall that was sometime in
April.

Q. Let me refresh your memory now. The 1l4th of

Aprll was Easter. It was a Sunday, Easter, which I'm sure
with you and your Latin background, you probably recall

going to Easter serv1ces some place or having Easter serv1ces°

A. Sir, 7 April, I recall that, because I went to
Saigon myself. I spent a few days down there trying to get

my retirement papers taken care of. That was some time in
April, so I remember that and then I came back about probably
13 or 14 April, something like that, and Major GAVIN was still
there. : :

Q. "Was still there?
A. Yes, sir, was still there. But I can't really

pinpoint dates, because it's very difficult for me to do
that. But I do recall that he was still there. Although
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he was quite unhappy probably with me, because I couldn't

get the plane on time there, and I missed 2 more days somehow
in Chu Lai. So I can't recall the date that he went to these
places, but I know that he took several days off a few times.

0. Do you remember the specific days you went to
Saigon? . _
A. I know it was in April. I probably have some

. notes back home, but I don't have any with me, and probably
my retirement application had a date--the first one, I had
two. I had to make ancther trip, because that one actually
got lost. But that application should be in my records, I
mean the day must be on my records.

0. Evidently Major GAVIN was not there when you
received this directive from province to check into thls
.matter?

A. ~ Yes, sir.
Q. Because you signed it on the 14th?
A, That's correct, sir, T signed it there. So I

know he was not there. He returned 1 or 2 days after this,
after I signed 1t, after I got this letter prepared and sent
it back to province.

Q. There is some indication that he went to Bangkok

- or was absent on some kind of R&R from the 15th through the
22nd. If he was gone on the 15th he may have departed on the
l4th. . _ '

A. It's possible., It's possible. I think so, sir.
To get to Bangkok he has tc report 1 day prior to the R&R
center in order to get the transportation, so there's a
possibility that I can say that. I think that was the way
it happened. He left 1 day prior to his R&R

Q. And you had gone to Saigon and got baek?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. He was there, but then depafted?

A. He departed the very same day, if I recall the

details now. The very same day I reported back to Son Tinh.

(RODRIGUEZ) 11 APP T-225
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I got in in the afternoon, and he left the same afternoon.

Q. Maybe this is on the 13th then?

A. Probably on the 13th.
Q. ' That would have been Saturday You would

probably remember Easter, I mean going to church service
and so on if he'd been there? :

A. - Probably, yes, sir.

COL ARMSTRONG: To get down to the R&R center at Saigon ydu
had to go up to Chu Lai and catch an aircraft down. This
was a day or two operation? :

A. Sir, .he took the R&R from Danang. ‘They had a
center there, but he had to go there first in order toc make
preparations and get transportation.

I0: But the fact is that when you received the
requirement from province he was not there. Therefore, you -.
took the action?

A, : Yes, sir, I toock the action, because they wanted

to have this information. Since he left that day and he didn't
give me any information at all on this incident, I had to

get some information. My thinking was this. I knew that

area very well, if I can get to the place of Pinkville and

make an investigation there, I needed at least two or three
battalions. I know the Vietnamese were not ready to give

me that, because they themselves did not want to do that unless.
they had many troops. Even with that they were quite allergic
to do it. That's quite a phrase, but that's the way it was.

So my only action in this case was just to talk
to these three men who had made the allegation. To find
out who gave the information and try to see what I could
do, what information I could get back to province so they
could act on this affair.

A, When he came back from Bangkok or wherever he
was, when you first talked to Major GAVIN about that, was
he aware that this letter had already existed? You'll
notice that this was signed on the 1llth. Evidently while
this was being prepared, you were in Saigon?
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talked to quite a few people, Mr. RODRIGUEZ, that up to a
certain time they dld not work too closely together, but
eventually they became quite friendly with one another?

A. Yes, sir, they did. At the end they were working
_together and like probably most of the adviscrs, we had dlf—'
ferences with the Vietnamese counterparts.

Q. Now, Dai-Uy TAN, he was new on the job too, was he
not? Comparatively new?

A. Yes, that's correct, sir.

Q. He came in the latter part of 196772

A, | That's correct, sir.

Q. : Maybe December, I think.

A. Probably in December, right before Christmas, I

recall, sir. So he was quite new on the job, but the impres-
sion I had, he was a very able officer compared with the others
I have seen, although many times he came to our place just

to be closer to us, because he didn't have much confidence

in his own people.

-Q. I understand that after Tet he moved up on the
hilil to joim you?

A. Thatis correct. He slept right in our bunker.
. Q. Probably for a good reason?

A.' For a good reason, that's true. In those days

one of the other district chiefs had been killed, and he knew
about it.

Q. One thing that I think would be helpful for us

is to get your appreciation of where you stood at that time?
I say you, I'm talking about Son Tinh District.

A. Yes, sir.

0. And Quang Ngai Province. What was the operational

situation as far as trying to get the forces back out to re-
cover from Tet, you might say, to retake the countryside? I
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would understand that there was quite a bit of pressure on
many of the outposts and lots of activity going on. Could
you explain that?

A. Sure, sir. May I use this map? In the morning
after Tet, we were all surrounded here in our small hill.

Q. What hill are you pointing to now?
A, This hill here where we had the--
Q. (Interposing) Are you talking about over where
your Son Tinh=--
A. (Interposing) Yes, sir, right here.
Q. ' That's where the RF training center was?
A | The training center was across the hill. Right

here, sir.
Q. " Was it on that--

A. (Interposing) Let me look at this, sir. You're
right, sir. Here we were and the.training company was right
here. Then they took over the training center and we were
here at the time, and all the outposts including this outpost
here--

Q. (Interposing) On Nui Ngang?
A. Nui Ngang, I believe.
(10 oriented MR RODRIGUEZ on Exhibit MAP-1l.)

On this one here, we were right here at the end
of Tet offensive. We were right in here.

Q. You were confined to the sector headquarters?

A. Confined just to the sector headquarters. We had
" to take some platoons in there, and the district chief went

with them, just to clear a small space there where they had

the firing range. They were that close. And they also had
attacked the district headquarters that night.
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a fine job.

Q. Yes, well, that's fine. I think that's very
helpful, Captain RODRIGUEZ, to get a general picture of what
happened at Tet.

Tet took place at the end of January, extended
somewhat into February. Then you had the problem of recovery.
What was the situation along about the end of March and the
first part of April? Were you still having lots of activity
going on?

A. Yes, sir. We had 100 hamlets in our

district, and in our reports we normally controlled only
about 30 percent or so. The 70 percent, this is just figures
I recall, I mean it might not be the exact figure, but it's .
just a ratio of about one to three or one to two, I would
say--one to three, one-third. We had most of the time only
just a small area here (indicating) controlled by the govern-
ent. The other was just VC country. Actually, I couldn't
get myself to get in and train these people. The only way

I could get iin there, we used to use at least a platoon or

" a company to get anyplace. It was not safe at all. The
Americal Division kept responsibility over this area. Using
your information, you probably know that this area from the
train tyracks {indicating) to that side and noirth became the
operational area for the Americal Division. After that we
were in better position.

" MR MACCRATE: Mr. RODRIGUEZ, going back to the request that
was made to you to get information about the letter of 11
April, do you recall how the request came to you? You have
any recollection of whether you had a telephone conversation?
Did Major GAVIN speak tc you before you left? Were you down
in Quang Ngai? Can you put any of those little pieces to-
~gether for us?

a. What I remember is when I came back, I stayed in
Chu Lai that afternoon and he understood that I made my trip
from Saigon to Danang tc Chu Lai. I tried to get some
transportation to get back. I was not familiar with the air-
plane situation then, so I got to Chu Lai to see if I could
“get the helicopter. company to give me a ride with the evac-
uation unit that they had. They used to make a trip to Quang
Ngai every afternoon and every morning, so I thought on one
of those flights I could get back tc Quang Ngai. He told me
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he made a trip to Chu Lai to see if I was in Chu Lai, be-.
cause he was quite interested in leaving that afternoon to
Bangkok or the place where he was going. The very day that
I came back to Son Tinh, then the same afternoon Lieutenant
DAWKINS took him to Chu Lai. Then we understood he got some
transportation to get to Danang, to the R&R Center. He had
made some arrangements. It's coming back toc me now. When
he went to Danang, I don't think he made the trip to Bangkok.
I think he couldn't make the airplane; that's what I under-
stood. So he stayed in Danang a few days and came back.
And then he took another R&R to Bangkok. So that's all I
can recall.

Q. Well, that helps put the days together. Now

coming back to the request that came to you to get information
about the 11 April letter or report, can you recall who it

was who made that request to you? '

A. As I told General PEERS before, this information
came from province in the reqgular mail. We used to make a
trip to province to pick up the correspondence to the message
center and pick up this information, I mean all these reports
and letters and things like that, of this nature. Well to me
it seemed that it was handled in a routine manner, because
this came to me in a letter, for me to get information and
sent it back. . I don't recall if Colonel GREEN or anyone there
called me on that day to get the information back.

Q. - I understand. So you think there was a written
request to you to get this information?

A, ' Yés, sir. This is the one here. This is the
letter that came back to me with the translation, for me to
get information and send it back to province. So that's what
I did.

Q. . Now, do you recall in preparing the statement of
14 April whether you had any assistance in preparing it?

A. No, sir. Because I'm a good typist myself and
normally in the district I used to make all those type of
reports, helping Major GAVIN. After I talked to Lieutenant
TAN, I went right away, because they wanted this information
back. I made this statement and sent it back to province

for them to pursue this matter, I suppose. I mean after what
happened there, after that happened, I don't know.
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Q. Do you have any recollection of the paper with
which you sent that back to province?

A. : No, sir, I don't recall.

Q. I would assume that you prepared the statement
and then you had a memorandum that would have the person to
whom it was addressed on it. That you would send it back
to a particular person at province. What I am trying to
get here, if we could, was the link as to how and to whom
you sent it back at province? '

A. Normally things of this matter here we sent them
with one of the NCO's. He took them straight to the admin
office there for them to give them probably to Colonel GREEN,
then to Colonel GUINN. It was that important. So I figured
that all this information that went back to him probably went
through Colonel GREEN. I can't recall exactly but I say

that Colonel GREEN would have had some knowledge of this, be-
cause he was the one who handled all these administrative
things. He must know and also Major GAVIN, because after he .
came back I gave him a copy of this. I explained this to him,
and I also asked him if he wanted to pursue it to get more
details or perhaps prepare an operation to go in and check
what these people were alleging.

Q. What did he say to that?

A. It seems to me no action was taken, so since he
was my superior officer, I cannot do any more.

I0: You indicated, Mr. RODRIGUEZ, that they were in
a hurry to get this repoxt back?

A. , Yes, sir.

Q. How did you get this degree of urgency? How was

this transmitted to you?

A. There was a pclicy there that all the reports

had to be prepared in 24 hours. As soon as we had a report
that was not there in time, then Colonel GREEN used to call
on the radio saying, "Send me this report right away; I need
to get this to Colonel GUINN." Probably that's the way it
happerned. That was just a normal policy for us to work this
way, so that all the matters that had some importance would
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be taken care of, because most of the time we were on op-
erations.

Q. wWould you by chance, among other papers you have
at home, your notes and so forth, would you have any notes
with reference to what you got at province and so forth on-
that? What you sent back? You received a letter of trans-
mittal to send you this, evidently to tell you what to do and
then you had to write something to give them this statement
in compliance with such and such, and such and such?

A, Yes, sir, I know what you're leading to. Probably
I had to do that, yes, sir. Statements like this, I had
records in the office there. I kept good records of every-
thing that happened including the letters, copies of the let-
ters with the cover letters of these statements, and all the
things here. It would be very, very difficult for me to _
indicate. I probably did. It was my policy and my habit to
make a cover letter for this and make an explanation back to
the province.

Q. Yes. Do you remember when you made your report
that you made it in several copies?

A. Yes, sir. Normally I used to‘make three copies.
bQ. Three copies?

-A. Normally I have three copies, two to go to the
headquarters, and one to stay in the office.

Q. Yes, now you'd send the original and one onicn
skin?

A. One onion skin.

Q. Yes, forward?

A, Forward, right, sir.

0. Yes, and vou would sign both copies?

A. I signed both copies. I had two copies going

all the time to the admin office, and I could say I had good
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knowledge of administration, and I tried to keep the things
in there, so all this information was quite up to date when
I left.

Q. You said a couple of times about your knowledge
of administration. In your background had you had some
administrative training? :

A. Yes, sir. Before I came in the Army I was a
~teacher. Then I volunteered to become a regular Army soldier
with the 65th Infantry. I stayed in the Army for these

20 years as a private, and then I became a captain through
the ranks. Through all this time I was a first sergeant, I
was acting sergeant major. I was personnel sergeant. I was
in communications.

0. All right. You've answered my question; I know
exactly.

A. ~ Yes, sir.

Q. So you knew military administration?

A. Very well, sir. And I was a company commander

for 2 years, about a year and a half. I was commended for
my administration with the company, so I suppose it was
good. I had two companies at one time rather than one.

MR MACCRATE: So that when you left the Son Tinh District
- headquarters, you left the files in pretty good shape?

A. Yes, sir, real fine shape. As a matter of fact
I cleaned the whole area. For a combat zone like that, we
had a excellent filing system in the dugout. We had a very
fine operation in that area, because I used to work in the
Army headquarters, not only in USARSO, but in the 3d Army
headgquarters as the operations sergeant, also. .

Q. Did you have in the sector headgquarters, in the
building you had, did ycu have scme files there? You also
had scme files in another dugout down below?

A. No, sir, we brought all the files in the dugout.
But we had the bunker, because we dug in and we had a concrete
type bunker in our headquarters there. We had these files
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by the commo center just to have everything together and
safe. We were expecting so many things every night. We
couldn't burn the whole file all at one time, so they were
close to the radio. When the radioman got the information
all we had to do is get the grenade, put it in there, and

it would be destroyed.

Q. I think later on this morning I may ask you
to just write out how somebody might go to where those
files are located.

A. Yes, sir.

Q. We have had people look through the files at
Son Tinh and we have found no reference of this. But
whether they have been in the files in the bunker or not,
I do not know. But I would like for you to, in as short

a description as possible, tell them where they are in the
bunker?

A. Yes, sir. Well, sir, we had only one file cab-
inet and that was inside the bunker by the radio, there

was no other place where we kept all these files. There

were no other references or no other places. They were all
in one place. If someone asked anyone in there to get to the
files, they all knew that they were all in that place. Right
in there on the ground, because our bunker was underground.

Q. Yes, well at the time, we were there, at the
present time they are enjoying being on the surface instead
of in the bunker. I'm not saying that they don't use the
bunker, but for office space and working they are .using the

building on the hill.

A. Must be safe now, sir.

Q. I will say for your benefit that you'd be amazed
at the progress which has been made in Quang Ngal and more
specifically in Son Tinh District. I think you'd find it

most gratifying. I think you can be proud of what you might
have contributed to it.

A. Thank you.

MR MACCRATE: After you reported on this to Major GAVIN, do
you have any recollection of the subject ever being returned
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he was so busy at that time with trying to defend himself and
do what he had to do to recover the countryside that this seemed
somewhat unimportant.

A. Could have been possible,
Q. Yes. So he, in that sense, agreed with the words
"did not place much importance upon this." But it is not the

information that he indicates that he was referring to. He
had gotten this information from the village chief and he felt
that it maybe could be some VC propaganda certainly, because
it was coming from VC controlled area. But he knew Mr. LUYEN
and had talked to him and gotten a written report from him.
And one thing which we do not have now, but which he indicated
he did have, was a list of the people, but he was not able to
find that in his records. But he did find for us a copy of
this report of 11 April, and some other papers.

He is not the district chief any longer. He is
the intelligence officer, and he could not go back to the files.
I had to mention this to the new province chief who said, "I
will send him back," and he did, along with one of our officers.
They found the papers they were looking for with the exception
of some of the statistics. So we have had quite a bit of time
with Dai-Uy TAN and with the province chief. He has changed,
too, for your information. We saw Colonel KHIEN the day be-
fore he moved from Quang Ngai province to Quang Tri Province
where he is now the province chief.

A, He is the province chief?
Q. Yes.
A. Well, sir, see this, every content of this state-

ment here I discussed with Captain TAN, at the time Lieutenant
TAN. He knew about this. Actually I gave this to him: "Look
is this what you want or do you want to have an operation, to
go there to check these details, this information. Are you
satisfied with this statement." That's what I said, "This is
the one I'm going to send back to the province." Now it's up
to province to pursue this matter if they want to do it. At
the time as you mentioned, sir, we were quite busy. It's
true. We were going back to get this area that we had lost.
We had many other things going on. If he didn't try to do

any more, it seems to me, there was nothing we could do about it.
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He probably told you that I discussed this with him, and I gave
this information.

Q. He indicated that he talked to you about it, and
he saw you with it in the typewriter.

A, Right, sir. We actually took this together. I
typed it for him, you know. I typed it with him and said,
"Look, it seems to me we must be concerned about it. We
must do something about this if you feel that we should.™
But as I said he read the statement. That's what he wanted
me to say and I sent it back to province for them to try to
get more information perhaps, or get with the other people
in the Americal Division and get an answer to this. That's
all I can say.

Q. Mr. RODRIGUEZ, I have here another document which
I would like to refer to you. 1It's from the G2 Tactical Zone
12 to Quang Ngai Sector, signed off by the chief of staff of
the 2d ARVN Division, Lieutenant Colonel Pham Cao DONG for
Colonel TOAN, the division commander. We have it entered
into our record as Exhibit M-32. I would ask if you have
ever seen this, or has anybody ever referred such information
to you, or made it known to you?

(Witness received and reviewed document.)
A. The translation here?

Q. Yes, you'll notice in the signature block, you'll
see the date?

A, - 15 April..

Q. 15 April 1968.

A. No, sir, I haven't seen this.

Q. Was that information ever called to your attention>

reading what is directed in the message?

A. No, sir.
Q. You see it says, "Request sector conduct another
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investigation. In event report is not true, instruct Son Tinh
District to rectify the above report. If correct report to G2,
2d Division. This headquarters will intervene."

A. No, sir, never came to me. I'm positive of this.
I'd like to correct that, sir. I mean if this came I didn't
have any knowledge.

Q. Well that's all--I'm only asking what you know.
A. Yes, sir.
Q. We understand that later on there were some opera-

tions conducted out in this area. Do you recall operations
being conducted here for the purpose of trying to find out
- what may have happened in My Lai (4), or in Tu Cung, or Co Luy?

A. No, sir, I don't.

Q. . Do you recall an operatlon being conducted by two
RF group headquarters along in about the middle of June?

A. They had several operations in there. They did have
several operations, but the purpose of the operations I don't
recall, because after that they normally were operating right
there on the east coast. 'That'’s when they wanted to get all
the PF platoons and make them into companies. And they were
trying to work, not as a company, but as battalions.

Q. Yes, that was a group organization.

A. ' A group organization, then they sort of went out
and tried to test this organization. But I don't recall what
the purpose of any one of these operations was to check this.

Q. Well, you recall some of these operations, I'm

sure that you remember there was an operation with one of the
groups that had moved up with most of its troops from Quang Ngai,
from the Quang Ngai City area to reestablish the outpost on

Hill 8572

A, Yes, sir, I remember that.
Q. You probably remember the colored officer that
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~ headed the MATS team with that group, Major FORD?

A, I remember, that was Major FORD.
Q. Did you work pretty closely with him?
A. No, sir. He came several times, because he was

supposed to check our RF and PF training. But normally he
worked with province. See, in the operation orders they at-
tached or they formed these RF companies and they took the
command out of Captain TAN and gave it to this new commander
of the companies. :

Q. Group commander?

A, The group commander. And since then we actually
didn't go out much, because of the fact we didn't have any
troops left, maybe three or four platoons.

Q. You took care of revolutionary development kind
of activities, pacification.

A. The small things, that's correct, sir, and train-
ing of the PF. '

Q. The operation in June I think you'll remember, be-
cause that was during the period that Colonel BARKER was
killed. '

A. I recall his helicopter, two helicopters colliding.
Q. Hitting with an 0-2?

A, Yes, sir.

Q. 0-2 and a helicopter collided?

A. | Right, collided. And he and his S2 and some

other officers died. I recall that operation.

Q. You weren't directly associated?

A. No, sir.

Q. Were you familiar with any of the Viet Cong pro-
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paganda that came out about this time which may have indicated
something unusual happening in Son Tinh? I have two things
which I'd like to show you to see if these by chance were ever
called to your attention. I have here an attachment to Exhibit
R-1, which is a piece of Viet Cong propaganda. I understand
this came out in broadcast form and was then put down on paper.
There’s only two pages. The first page is somewhat typical
Viet Cong propaganda in the sense that it's broad and sweeping,
but when vou get to the second page you'll notice that it

. changes its tenor.

(Witness received and reviewed the document.)

A. No, sir. I don't recall this.
Q. Did you ever hear anything like that?
A. Not at all, sir. Some of these things came to the

82, to our intelligence officer sometime. He handled these things.

Q. This is not a piece of prcpaganda, Mr. RODRIGUEZ.
‘This is a notice by the Quang Ngai National Liberation Front
Committee dated 28 March 1968 (Exhibit M-35). You'll notice
the Vietnamese version about four pages back, it has a rather

unusual heading, "Thong Cac." Do ycu remember seeing anything
like that?

A, No, sir.

Q. Would you just take a guick look at this document

and see 1if you've possibly seen such a document. Have you
ever seen anything like that?

(Witness received and reviewed the document.)
A. No, sir. As I said before they all came in a package
from the intelligence people, and they had a group in there and
they came to Lieutenant DAWKINS. He took it down to the office
or took some action on those thlngs. I didn't ever get involved
~in thlngs like that.

Q. Well, he would have to rely upon a translator,
wouldn't he?

A, Yes, sir.
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Q. After all unless you read and write the language,
this would be almost meaningless.

A, That's right, sir. I didn't get much of that
Vietnamese. '
Q. I have just a few more questions I'd like to ask

you. On 16 March 1968, it was reported that the S2 of Task
Force Barker, Captain KOTOQUC, stopped by Son Tinh District
headquarters and picked up three National Policemen and five
ARVN, an officer, an NCO, and three enlisted personnel. It
was reported that the offlcer was a Lleutenant ANH, A-N-H.
Do you know him?

A. I don’t recall the name.

Q. There is a little confusion here because the name
ANH comes up only in connection with going up and picking up
some loot, you might say, in the form of boots after the op-
eration. But in discussing it we find that the one that did
accompany the operation was a Lieutenant DUC.

A. Oh, Lieutenant DUC, I did know. Yes, sir., He was
the S2 of the district, the district S2.

Q. Yes, now do you remember this situation when they
came down and picked up these people at district?

A, Sir, this was the policy for us to provide them
with these guides and this used to happen normally every
time they had an operation. So this partlcular incident
would be very hard for me to remember.

YQ. Not any different than any other?

A. No, sir, because sometimes they used to ask us

for two, sometimes for three, sometimes four. Different
requirements. There were several, and for us this was
actually routine every time that Colonel BARKER or someone
else there called, "We need two men, we'll pick them up in 5
minutes or 10 mintes cr maybe tomorrow morning at 0600." ~ All
we had to do is call. .I talked to the district chief, got the
people and took them down to the helicopter and go. :

Q. Did you have National Policemen, or did you have
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National Police Field Force at that time, March 19682

A, March 1968. The district had some National Police-
men attached to the district and Captain TAN had control of

those people. And it's possible that two of them, because they
used to dress in black pajamas many times, or sometimes they went
dressed the same as the unit they were with. It all depends on
the operation. Now it's possible that two National Police

had gone during this operation.

Q. If Lieutenant DUC took an NCO and took three
enlisted men, where would he get those? Would those be RF
or what would they be? .

A. He had an intelligence section actually--

Q. (Interposing) Oh, he had an intelligence section,
an intelligence section too?

A. - Actually on paper. I say on paper, because they
didn't use them as an intelligence section. One was the dis-
~trict chief's driver. The other one was working some other
place and so forth. But when they have the need to do this,
Lieutenant DUC would go into the security forces they had

for the district headgquarters and pick up so many men

‘and take them with him.

Q. Yes. Well, do you remember that Lieutenant DUC
wore a 2d ARVN Division shoulder patch?

- ‘A. ' Yes, sir, I recall that, because after that he
" was transferred to the 2d ARVN Division.

Q. Yes. But at the time he was there at district, did

he wear the 2d Division patch?

A. | No, sir.

Q. How about the other people that were on security?
A, No, sir. That was one of our platoons and if I

recall now, because I knew all the numbers of these people.
That was platoon number 36 and that was a special platoon.
What they did was this. They tock all the people who were
incapable of performing duties, like wounded people and a few
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-others, sick people, and they formed a special platoon to
defend the district headgquarters. Among these people, they
had some close to Lieutenant TAN. He had confidence in these
people for security, buuv otherwise, they were all PF personnel,
no ARVN or RF, they were all PF's.

0. We've done a lot of talking here this morning.
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Aside from what you had been told by province, the province
advisor group to check into this, were you ever aware that
ARVN was conducting an investigation? :

A. No, sir, no. The impression I had was that Lieu-
tenant TAN sent this letter to province, and province got into
the picture. The senior advisor of the province headquarters
sent this letter back to us to get information and get with

the district chief and see what happened what was the problem.
That was it. Actually I never figured in my mind that

they were investigating this themselves.

Q. How about the Americans? Did you ever think the
Americans were investigaing it, the 1lth Brigade, or the
Americal Division, or anybody? Anybody ever come around to
talk to you about it?

A. No, sir, not to me.
Q. Ever hear any rumors or talking?
A. No, sir. Perhaps if this happened that was be-

tween the province headquarters and the Americal Divisicn,
but I didn't have any knowledge of this happening.

0. I've got one other matter that I'd like to check
with you on. I think you may know something about it. I'd
like to take you back to Hill 25. 0One of the companies that
was put on 85 was reported to have been a Montagnard company,
RF.

A. I recall that.

Q. And this would have been under Son Tinh District.
We understand that sometime in the summer or it could have
been perhaps even in June of 1968. June, I believe, is the
time that this Montagnard company was attacked by the VC or
perhaps the 48th Local Force Battalion on Hill 85. They
suffered some casualties, the Montagnard company. I believe
its company number was decided to be--as I recall it was 232
or 283. The Montagnard suffered some casualties and they
had some of their people abducted. Some of the RF soldiers
and also quite a few women and children who had moved out on
the hill with them, into the bunker system, maybe as many as
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.75 to 80 or more. And that they were never heard of since,
either abducted or murdered. Do you recall that?

A. Sir, I recali the place and we had two companies,
Montagnard companies. Let's see, there was one west and one
was right in the same headquarters where we were, protecting
the artillery guns that we had in there, four pieces, and
that was their mission specifically. But when that happened
I heard that they had some casualties, but I didn't get any
.other information outside of that. I didn't get any infor-
mation at all that they had been kidnapped or they had killed
women and children, the VC I mean. I don't recall anything
like that happening at all.

Well, that was a pollcy of the VC I can say that.
We'll come in and the district chief will get a new government
village chief or hamlet chief. They would come in and kill
the family and kill everyone of them. They came into the
refugee camps and took away all the young people, women,
and all the people that could work. That's where they used
to come, most of the time. They'd just come and maybe even
some of our soldiers they just disappear. We never found
them. If they went on their own back to the VC people, I
can't tell, but I know that they disappear including women,
children, and all the people that could work. They came in
and grabbed them just like that and there was nothing we
could do because of the fact we were right on that hill there
and we can offer no protection.

- Q. Yes, I understand also east of the citadel along
Highway 521 that a couple of PF outposts were overrun?

A. Right, sir.

Q. And there were more than a few women and children
who were killed in this too, you remember that?

A. ' I remember that.

Q. You remember that. Do you have any idea of how
many women and children were killed in that instance?

A. _ -There were a few, probably three or four maybe.
I don't think there were many. I don't recall the number,

(RODRIGUEZ) 33 ' APP T-225

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

but normally in a situation like Vietnam, in a place like
this, there were many children, many women killed. Just the
fact that our soldier, our people whenever they went in ‘there
they had to fight. I mean they were fighting for allies,

no question about it. And before they get to someplace,

they get sniper fire, and they have to use the mortars, es-
pecially the Vietnamese. Before they got any order they just
threw everything they had in there. They had children. They
had women. Many times I grabbed them myself and took them

to the helicopter and sent them back for medical attention.
And the Viet Cong also did that. That's what their policy
was, every night. Every night they came in, in the area

and kidnapped somebody and took them with them. Every

time, every day we get a report 4in Son My, in My Lai area,
even close to our headquarters, they just came in and

took them with them.

Q. Did they kill them?

A. | I can't tell, but I knew that they grabbed them.
The chief, they killed hlm, the family I don't know.

Q. Do you know of any other situation out here now
where the VC, the Viet Cong came in and may have killed an
inordinately large number of women, children, old men and so
on after about March or April?

A. I recall many, very many instances where some of
the officers came to me or PF's and theyv mentioned to me that
VC had killed their brothers, and they kidnapped them, and
killed them, and their families and all this sort of thing.
But we didn't pay much importance to that, because of the fact
that it was a regular thing there. They come in and grab

what they can and killed--

Q. : (Interposing) Well, I'm not talking about terror-
ist attacks, Mr. RODRIGUEZ. I understand that. I'm talking
about something that might have been taken in reprisal for
something.

A. The only incident I recall was close to the Americal
Division, north. They came one night in there and they kidnapped
all the young people that were in there. I think that was west .
of the location of Bunker Hill where the 1lth Brigade was
situated, sir.

Q. The 1llth Brigade was at Duc Pho.

(RODRIGUEZ) 34 APP T-225

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

A. Task Force Barker was right here.

Q. Yes.

A. And this is a small village, here.

Q. ’ Yes.

A. A small hamlet. They came in one night and they

destroyed everything, they took all the women and children
that they had in there. Probably the battalion, one of the
reports of the battalion probably say that, because they al-
-most destroyed that thing and nothing we can do much.

Q. What time was that, do you recall?

A. "That was early in the morning.

Q. What month? |

A. What month? That was after probably April or
May, sometime in April or May.

Q. And what's the name of the town that you're re-
ferring to? ,

A, Xuan Tay.

Q. What is it as you recall, how many did they kill

in there?

A. I know they killed many, but I don't know the
figures. Probably Task Force Barker had some information on
that incident.

Q.. Task Force Barker was disbanded on the 9th of
- April--
A. (Interposing) Another battalion moved in. Yes,
sir.
Q. That was the 4/3, if you recall.
A Yes, sir. Well when the 4/3 came in, that's when

this happened.
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Q. | - That would have been in early April then or aboﬁt
the middle of April? : .

A, In early April or maybe May.

Q. April or May.

A. - There might have been many other incidents.

Q. Well, Mr. RODRIGUEZ, I want to tell you of how

appreciative I am of you coming in and being so open and can-
did with us this morning. If based upon what we have talked
about here now, you remember anvthing that is in addition

to, or you might say, can add to anything that we've dis-
cussed, we'd like very much to take advantage of it. If you
can notify Major LYNN or this office, Major LYNN will indicate
to you how to get in touch with us. We'd like very much to
be able to do this, if we can do this, without you actually -
having to come to Washington. Or if you have any documents

of any kind, I would ask you to lock through your papers that
you brought home with you to see if you have anything like
those we were talking about, those routing slips and letters
of transmittal, to see if by chance you have any of those,

to look in your file and see if you have the dates that you
went to Saigon and information of that sort. We'd like

very much to have that called back in to us to verify, so we
can make it a matter of the record. If you have any other
documents, photographs, maps or anything which would be of
assistance to us please let us know so we can have them, ar-
range to have them picked up.

AL Yes, sir.

Q. - In the case we do take any documents from you,
we will have them photostated, true copied and returned to
you immediately.

A. : Yes, sir. Actually I don't have any official
documents, but perhaps I might have some dates or somethlng
of that nature.

Q. All right, fine.
A, Sir, I'm glad to be here and I hope I have helped
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you somehow. I have been actually sincere and this is what

I knew after 22 months, and I hope this has helped our people
. somehow.

Q. We'll give you this opportunity to ask any ques-
tions that you'd like or if you'd like to, to be able to enter
a statement into the record.

A. No, sir.

I0: The hearing will recess at this time.

(The hearing recessed at 1155 hours, 24 January

¥ 1970.)
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY

WITNESS: WILLOUGHBY, Neill J. MAJ
DATE OF TESTIMCNY: 16 January 1970
PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon
WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A

COUNSEL:. None

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: District Senior Advisor,
Binh Son District, Quang Ngai Province.

TESTIMONY.

Major WILLOUGHBY had no knowledge of Captain RODRIGUEZ's
statement or the attachments to Exhibit R-1 regardlng the VC
propaganda pertaining to the My Lai (4) operatlon {pgs. 7, 8.
He had never heard of anything unusual occurring there
(pgs. 7, 8). WILLOUGHBY also stated that Lieutenant Colonel
BARKER was an outstanding officer who had shown compassion
in avoiding civilian casualties (pgs. 9, 12). The witness
also opined that Major CALHOUN was a fine officer and the
Americal Division taken as a whole was a fine outfit
(pgs. 10, 12).
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EXHIBITS
EXHIBIT
NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTES PAGES
HENDERSON's Report Wit had never seen
Rr-1 (true copy of R-5) or heard about the
. subject matter of
the attachments. 7
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(The hearing reconvened at 1546 hours, 16 January

1970.)
I0. The hearing will come to order.
RCDR: The following persons are present: LTG PEERS,

MR MACCRATE, MR WALSH, and MAJ LYNN.
Sir, the next witness is Major Neill J. WILLOUGHBY.

(MAJ WILLOUGHBY was called as a witness,
‘was sworn, and testified as follows:)

Major WILLOUGHBY, for the record, will you please
state your full name, grade, Social Security number, branch
of service, organization, and station. -

A. My name is Neill Jack WILLOUGHBY, Social Security
number is ;, United States Army, Infantry.
My station is intransit to MACV. '

RCDR: Major WILLOUGHBY, (this investigation was directed
jointly by the Secretary of the Army and the Chief of Staff,
United States Army for the purpose of determlnlng facts and
making findings and recommendations concerning:

(l) the au.equuc_y cf tJ.I.lOJ_ .l..uvc,Stlgat_.LOvl.: and
inguiries into, and subsequent reviews and reports within
the chain of command, of what is now commonly referred
to as the My Lai incident of 16 March 1968, and

(2) possible suppression or withholding of
information by any person who had a duty to report and
to furnish information concerning this incident.

This investigation is not being conducted to
investigate all facts and circumstances of what happened
at My Lai. It is directed to those specific purposes
which I have just stated.

General PEERS has had made available to him
and has reviewed prior official statements obtained in
other official investigations of the My Lai incident.

(WILLOUGHBY) 1 APP T-171

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

Your testimony will be taken under ocath. A
verbatim transcript will be prepared. A tape recording
is being made in addition to the verbatim notes being
taken by the reporter.

Although the general classification of the
report will be confidential, it is possible that testi-
mony, or parts of it, may later become a matter of public
knowledge.

I0: Major WILLOUGHBY, besides myself, there are
two individuals at the table who may address questions
to you. On my left is Mr. Robert MACCRATE, who is a
civilian attorney who has volunteered his services

to Secretary RESOR to assist me in this investigation
and also to provide legal counsel to me. On my right
is Mr. Jerome WALSH. Mr. WALSH is also a civilian at-
torney, and he has volunteered his services, along with
Mr. MACCRATE, to assist us in this investigation. We
have other teams of individuals, officers and civilians,
who are conducting interrogations, taking testimony in
this inquiry. But in the final analysis, I will have
the responsibility of putting the report together and
weighing the evidence and making the findings and the
recommendations.

You are ordered not to discuss your testi-
mony in this investigation with others, including wit-
nesses for this investigation, except as it may be nec- -
essary to do so in performance of official duty, or as
you may be required to do so before a competent judicial,
legislative, or administrative body. This would not,
for example, preclude you from appearing before a com-
mittee or a subcommittee of the House of Representatives
if you are so directed.

I do not believe you have been cited by the
military judge in the general court-martial case of the
United States v. Calley. Is that correct?

A. No, sir.
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Q. All I want to say here is that if you ever

are so cited, your appearance here would in no way change
either the applicability or the effect of that order. Do
you have any questions concerning any of the instructions
we have given you thus far?

A. No, sir.

Q. Major WILLOUGHBY, would you indicate what your
duty assignment was around about the middle of March 1968?

A, Yes, sir. I was the district senior advisor
at Binh Son District, Quang Ngai Province. My duties
encompassed advising and assisting the district chief of
the district of Binh Son.

Q. As the senior advisor, you were responsible
for advising him on military and on non military matters?

A. Military, and also the pacification effort.
Q. And you had a staff to assist you in this?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. How many people did you have on your staff?
A. | J I had five members. There were four members

on my regular staff plus I had on loan to me at the time
two artillery liaison personnel and one intelligence
officer to operate the DIOCC.

Q. You mean therDIOCC, D-I-0-C~C?

A, Yes, sir.

Q.b How long had you been in that capacity?

A, Approximately 6 months.

Q. Six months. How long did you remain in the

job?

A. For a total of about 8 months.
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Q. Eight months longer?

A. No, sir, 8 months total. About 2 more
months after March. April, May, I changed jobs in June.

Q. - Where did you go in June?

A. I went to Hoi An, sir, to become the S3.

Q. Is that Holi An Province?

A. No} sir, Quang Nam Province. Hoi An is the

capital, just south of Danang.

Q. Did you have any knowledge of the operatlon
of Task Force Barker?

A, Yes, sir.
Q. Did they have liaison personnel with you?
A, Yes, sir. They made almost, if not daily,

almost daily contact with my district, being that the
base camp was located in my district.

Q. The base camp you're referring to is Land-
ing Zone Dottie?

A, Yes, sir.

Q. Were you familiar with their operation into
the Son My area or the My Lai (4) ~area in the middle of
March, 16 March? :

A, | No, sir. This was out of my district.

Q. Yes, I understand that. It's in Son Tinh
District.

A. I had heard that they were in pursuit of the
48th Battalion, VC Battalion. Yes, sir.
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Q. How close were you to the people down at Son
Pinh District?

A. Real close, sir. Colonel GAVIN, well, Major
GAVIN at the time, was a close friend of mine.

Q. How about the other members of the staff down
there? How about Captain RODRIGUEZ, for example?

A. Yes, sir. I knew Captain RODRIGUEZ.

Q. | Who were the other officers they had on the
staff there?

A. Captain RODRIGUEZ was the only officer on the
staff. I believe they had a lieutenant that came in to
work in intelligence. I didn't have much contact with
him, sir.

0. Who was he? Can you describe him?

A. No, sir. I knew that they had gotten one at
the same time I had gotten one. You know we were in the
process of setting up--

Q. (Interposing) These DIOCC's?

A. Yes, sir. .
Q. Did Major GAVIN or Captain RODRIGUEZ ever

make you aware of a memorandum that the district chief

was sending to the province chief concerning some unusual

activities in Son Tinh District and specifically in the

Son My Village?

A. No, sir. He did not.

. Q. : Did Captain RODRIGUEZ ever show you a statement

- or a memorandum which he prepared based upon information
which he had received?

A, Not that I can recall, sir.
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Q. Did you ever see any VC propaganda which may
have indicated that something unusual took place in that
darea or in the Batangan Penlnsula around along about the
middle of March?

A. Yes, sir, I sure did. I saw some intelligence
reports that indicated that the 48th Battalion was oper-
ating within that general area at this particular time.

‘I don't know if you're aware, but the 48th was the bat-
talion that overran me, and after this time I kept a
pretty close eye on any information coming from the 48th
Battalion.

Q. They overran you at Binh Son?

A, Yes, sir, on 3 December. They completely took
my district headquarters.

Q. Where you were?

A. . I was in a tower, sir.

Q. They obviously didn't get you.

A, No, sir, but I lost my deputy.

Q. Is that right. Who was that?

A, Captain VALENTINE. I lost about 65 Vietnamese

defenders and all my team. We held out in the tower for-
five and a half hours, so I was quite interested in the
48th Battalion.

Q. | Well, I can certainly see your point. My ques-
tion, however, was whether or not you had ever seen any
VC propaganda along about that time which might have high-

lighted something unusual taking place out to the east of
you.

A. - No, sir. I did not.
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Q. I have here, Major WILLOUGHBY, an Exhibit,
R-1, which has as a part of it a bit of VC propaganda
whlch I would like to show you to see if you've ever
seen anything along this line. Well, we can spend quite
a bit of time reading taat first page, but--

CA. (Interposing) Well, there was a lot of this
type of information floating around, sir.

Q. Look at the top of the second page and instead
. of the normal Communist dlalectlc, it gets down to some
specifics, particularly in the second paragraph.

A, I've never seen this before.

Q. Well, I could show you some more that provide
more specifics, but if you haven't seen that or you don't
recall any propaganda which provides that kind, I'd prob-
ably be wasting your time and ours too. .

A. No, sir. I don't recall seeing anything men-
tioning anything specifically on the Son Tinh District
at that particular time.

Q. Well, just put your thinking cap on a minute

now. This is Son Tinh District, and this is Son My Village,
but you will notice in here that they're using some differ-
ent names, and their propaganda did use different villages,
from what we know them on the map. Did you ever hear
anything concerning a place called Tu Cung? T-U C-U-N-G.

Or concerning Co Luy? C-0 L-U-Y. Or Xam Go? X-A-M G-0O.

Or Xam Lam. X-A~-M L-A-M

A, Xam Lam, the name is familiar.

Q. Yes?

A, . * But I can't recall any specifics,.sir.

Q. In your headguarters, your district, and in

your relation with your U.S. contemporaries and your ARVN-
GVN counterpart, did you ever hear anything which would
make you suspect that something unusual might have happened
out to the east of you in the middle of March?
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- A. No, sir. I did not. I might add that my dis-
trict chief spoke almost perfect English and we had good
rapport. When this thing first came to light, I wondered
about the truth of it because of the fact that he usually
kept me pretty well informed of anything that was happen-
ing within the province and no mention was made of this
at all.

Q. Mr. MACCRATE?

MR MACCRATE: You say when this first came to light dur—
ing 1969. 1Is that what you're referring to?

A. No, sir. I meant when it hit the newspaper.
In fact the first that I'd heard of it was when I read
it in the Washington paper. That was the first know-
ledge I had had of anything taking place.

Q.v Since it has come to public attention you have
been in the United States? '

A, At the Vietnam'training center, sir.

Q. Do you recall if then Major GAVIN was absent
from Son Tinh District for a part of the period in the
spring of 1968, just prior to the time that you had the
change in duty?

A. Yeg, sir, He was. He went home on leave, ex-
tended for 6 months, came back. '
Q. Can you place that in time?

A. It was after the first of the year.

Q. Tet of course was--

A. (Interposing) It was after Tet. He waé there

for Tet. It was somewhere between February or March. I
think it was in February, I'm not sure. I couldn't be
positive of that.

Q. Do you think he was back by April?
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A. Yes, sir. I believe he was. He was back by
Easter, whenever Easter fell that vyear.

Q. Do you recall he was back by Easter because
there was some celebration?

A. Yes, sir. I remember when he came back. I
think he got married while he was home on leave and we
were teasing him about it. He used to come by my district
quite often, but I can't picture when--I knew he was there
for Tet and he was back by Easter, so sometime in that

" time range because I left after Easter. I might add that
I knew Colonel BARKER quite well too. He was one hell of
a fine officer.

Q. Did you have any knowledge of the planning of
this particular operation? You say you had almost daily
‘contact with LZ Dottie and I imagine you saw Colonel BARKER
quite frequently, did you not?

A. " Yes, sir. I knew that they were hunting the
48th and after intelligence to go in and get this batta-
lion. Like I said, I was quite interested in the 48th
Battalion also because they operated up in the length of
the Batangan Peninsula. But on this particular operation,
he coordinated this with Son Tinh District because it

was cut of my district. Had it been in my district, he'd
have coordinated with my district headquarters. This is
the way he operated. I--

Q. (Interposing) Did you ever talk to him about
the kind of operation he was going to conduct against
the 48th?

A. Yes, sir. He conducted several in my district,
and on all the operations, he always was stressing the

care of civilians I think. That's the reason I can't under-
stand him conducting an operation like this, allowing an
operation like this to happen. He's pulled back off of
several operations there to let the civilians come out.

Q. Did it make any dlfference whether these
civilians were in GVN controlled area or out in VC area?
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A. No, sir. He went into the athletic field, this
is a highly mined area, and it's pretty far into VC area,
and took civilians out of there. Same way with the Batan-
gan Peninsula operation. -

Q. Did you ever travel around with him when he
was commanding his troops?

A. Yes, sir.

0. How did he command them?

A. Well, sir, very well. He was-—-

Q. (Interposing)- From the aircraft or did he

go down to see his companies on the ground?

A. He went down and visited his companies on the
ground. He was almost, I said almest, I'll use the term
not being disrespectful, but almost foolhardy. He would
put his chopper down on the ground during these type of

- operations. I've seen him actually go down while receiv-
ing fire and go down and support the troops right on the
ground. I cannot see him, 1f something like this did take
place, I cannot see him covering up for something like this.
‘That's the type of officer that he was. I feel he was.

Q. What was vour evaluvation of his S3, Major CALHOUN?

A, Real fine. He was always making liaison trips,
always wondering what we were doing on the advisory team.
He would come in with Colonel BARKER. Sometimes he'd come
in on his own, good officer.

Q. What seemed to be the division of labor with
Colonel BARKER. Were there certain things that Colonel
BARKER seemed to expect Major CALHOUN to do?

A, Major CALHOUN, when he came in, was interested
in order of battle type of intelligence that we picked up.

He was more interested in where the enemy was, which as
S3 is what he should have been interested in.
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Colonel BARKER kept trying to find out what we were doing

in the pacification area and what we were going to do around
this base camp to stop che mining of Highway 1. These were
the kind of questions he would pose to me in a friendly way.
He'd say, "God dammit, WILLOUGHBY, when are you gonna get
those Charlies off that highway? Why don't you take ‘'em
down some food to keep 'em fat so they won't get hungry?"
And chew at me like this. This is the kind of statements

- he would say.

Q. Would you say that Major CALHOUN or Colonel
BARKER kept closer to the men in the field?

A, I would say that Colonel BARKER kept closer
to the men in the field. Major CALHOUN was tied to the
operational side of it because he was usually found at
the operation center there at the base camp or in the
command chopper, unless he was with Colonel BARKER at
the time. Whenever Colonel BARKER's men operated in the
field, Colonel BARKER was usually close by.

I0: Well, Major WILLOUGHBY, you've added a little
bit to our investigation. I recognize that you were well
out of this district of Son Tinh, but the relationships
which you have indicated have been somewhat helpful. If
by chance anything does come to mind that you recall from
a discussion with somebody, or something you've seen or
heard, we wish you'd get in touch with this group so we
can take advantage of your information. Also, if you can
think of any kind of documentation or material that would.
be helpful to us, we'd appreciate knowing about that.

A, Have you talked to Colonel GUINN?

Q. Yes, we've talked to Colonel GUINN, and we've
talked to Coclonel GAVIN, We have some other people we
~want to talk toc. We've talked to quite a group of them
in province headguarters and throughout the command, as
a matter of fact.

A. Bob RESSEGUIE was my civilian and he spoke
Vietnamese like a native. I believe he's at Cornell now.
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He's out of the State Department, but if anyone would have
gotten the Vietnamese people at that time--of course he
would have mentioned it to me, and he never mentioned it
to me, so I don't know.

Q. How do you spell his name?
MR MACCRATE: Is that R-E-S-S-E-Q-U-I-E?

A. That's close. RESSEQUIE. Robert RESSEGUIE. He's
at Cornell. He spoke Vietnames quite well and he spent a

lot of time out at the Batangan Peninsula with the refugees
when we moved them there. I don't know, sir, I can't picture
this.

I0: Well, that's what we're trying to. That's our
job. . :

A, I've been over there twice and I can't picture
American—-

Q. (Interposing) We'll give you this opportunity

to ask any question that you'd like to or if you'd like to
make any statement that you'd like to enter into the record.
A, Well, I'd like to make one statement. I worked
with the Americal Division and General KOSTER and General
YOUNG. I worked with Colonel BARKER and I thought that
they had some fine troops. They were some of the best com-
bat troops that I've seen in the field. I'm not saying
that because this happened. I don't know if it did. I
just say that I never saw any mistreatment by these troops
while I was over there the year that I put in that area.
That's about it.

I0: The hearing will recess at this time.

(The hearing recessed at 1615 hours, 16 January
1970.)
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY

WITNESS: CROMWELL, Stewart D. LTC
DATE OF TESTIMONY: 21 January 1970
PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A

COUNSEL: None

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Deputy Senior Advisor,
2d ARVN Division.

1. WORKINGS OF THE DIVISION ADVISOR UNIT.

The witness testified that while he served as deputy
senior advisor to the 2d ARVN Division, Colonels ULSAKER
and HUTTER served as senior advisor, the latter replacing .
the former about 1 April 1268 {(pges. 2,€). He noted that pro-
vince advisors lost their responsiblity to division and be-
came responsible to CORDS around the first of March 1968
which caused some strained relationships between province
advisors and the division (pg. 5). The witness noted that
when HUTTER replaced ULSAKER he did not develop good relations
initially with Colonel TOAN, the division commander (pg.6é).
The witness further explained that the only liaison officer
was between the 2d ARVN Diwvision and the Americal Division;
there was none with sector. This liaison officer would brief
each division on the activities of the other (pgs. 8, 9).

The witness noted that Colonel ULSAKER had a close
relationship with General KOSTER and opined that had the
incident here come to ULSAKER's attention through ARVN
sources he would have turned to KOSTER (pg. 24). '

2. RECALIL OF THE INCIDENT.AT MY LAI.

During the spring of 1968 the witness stated he recalled
six to eight operations involving Task Force Barker, but no
particular one (pgs. 3, 4). He recalled nothing of an
operation of the magnitude with which we are concerned
(pg. 10), nor of any reports--Vietnamese, ARVN, or U.S.—--
about any atrocities on the part of U.S. forces (pgs. 11-24).
The witness asserted that he had spoken with no one about the

(CROMWELL) ' 1 SUM APP T-197
FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

operation in question (pgs. 12, 21), and had never heard
Lieutenant Colonel GUINN mention it in any of his rare
appearances at 2d ARVN briefings (pg. 15). Further, he
stated that he could recall no meetings in particular between :
U.S. and ARVN personnel about the time of the operatlon '
in issue (pgs. 15, 16).
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EXHIBITS
EXHIBIT , |
NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTES PAGES
M-30 Stmt of RODRIGUEZ Wit did not recall.| 18,19
TOAN's directive to
M-32 investigate. Wit did not recall.] 13
, TAN's l1tr to KHIEN, '
M-34 11 Apr 68 (trans) (Quang
Ngai Prov)
Wit did not recall,] 11,12
M-35 VC propaganda leaflet Wit did not recall,| 19
_ - | Memor for DC, 2d ARVN - : _
M-36 Div, 12 Apr 68 Wit did not recalll} 12
R-1 HENDERSON's report Wit did not recall, 18,19.
MAP-1 Wail map Shown to witness. 4
5
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(The hearing reconvened at 1438 hours, 21 January
1970.)

MR MACCRATE: The hearing will come to order.

RCDR: The following persons are present: MR MACCRATE,
COL ARMSTRONG, and MAJ LYNN.

The next witness is Lieutenant Colonel Stewart D.
CROMWELL.,

(LTC CROMWELL was called as a w1tness, was sworn
and testified as follows:)

Colonel CROMWELL, for the record, will you please
state your full name, grade, Social Security number, organi-
zation, and station?

A. : Stewart D. CROMWELL, Lieutenant Colonel, Social
Security number . I am the commanding officer
of the Armed Forces Examining and Entrance Station in Cin-
cinnati, Ohio.

COL ARMSTRONG: Colonel CROMWELL, have you read and do you
understand the instructions that were given you in the outer
room?

A. Yes, sir. I have.

Q. Do you understand them?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. I would like to point out that we direct all mili-

tary members appearing before this hearing that they will not
discuss any of their testimony with anyone else, unless they're
required to before some administrative, judicial, or legislative
body. 1In that respect, I point out that the House Armed Services
subcommittee is investigating this matter and you may be called
before them. If you are, anything that you discussed here is
perfectly all right and will not affect in any way anything

that you discuss there. Also have you by any chance been cited
by the military judge in the trial of--

A. (Interposing) WNo, sir. I have not.

Q. Well, in case you are, and any other courts-martial
that may come out of these matters, you, of course, will testify
(CROMWELL) 1 APP T-197
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as required. Anythlng you say here has nothlng to do with
that. Mr. MACCRATE is a civilian attorney and has graciously
volunteered to assist the Secretary of the Army in this
investigation, and as such he also provides legal counsel

and advice to General PEERS. I have been designated by

the Chief of Staff to assist General PEERS as he may see

fit, and that's why we're here. Mr. MACCRATE will probably
conduct most of the questioning, but I may also ask you
questions from time to time.

A. I understand, sir.

MR MACCRATE: While we're proceeding, Colonel CROMWELL, General
PEERS may return. He has stepped out momentarily.

Would you state your duty assignment in March_1968?:.

A. I was the deputy senior advisor to the 24 ARVN
Division in Quang Ngai Province.

Q. For whatbperiod did you occupy that position?

A. I was in the job for about one year, sir. I arrived |

there in June 1967 and departed June of 1968.

Q. Who succeeded you in that position? I think we prob-
ably have it.

- A, I can describe the man, sir, but I just can't put
my finger on his name.

Q. : Well, we can come back to that if we have any
guestion about it. Now, it was during this period in March-
April 1968 that Colonel ULSACKER was replaced by Colonel
HUTTER? '

J

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you remember that?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. And I would assume that you were somewhat the brldge»

man during that period?

A. : Yes, sir.

(CROMWELL) : 2 | APP T-197
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Q. And you helped to provide some of the continuity

to the advisory team of the 2d ARVN Division?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Do you have any recollection of the operations

of Task Force Barker during this time in the spring of 1968?

A. Yes, sir, to some limited extent. We, through

the division headquarters, coordinated several operations

with Task Force Barker, either through the division or di-
rectly with Colonel BARKER, depending on the size of the
operation. Normally, the planning on this was conducted be-
tween the commander of either the division or the task force
and the division commander, initially. Then, as the operation
developed, the staff was brought intco it. I, frankly, don't
recall the number. I would say somewhere in the vicinity

of six, seven, possibly eight during the spring of that vyear.

Q. Did you from time to time go up to LZ Dottie?

A. No. T don't recall éver being on that particulaf
landing zone.

R
[

ime m

S, Do you remember from time to ne U 1
coming down and visiting the compound at Quang Ngai City?

A, Yes, sir. He came 1nto the division headquarters
there on several occasions.

Q. Do you have recollection at this time of the
operation conducted by Task Force Barker into the eastern
end of Son Tinh District, the Son My Village area in about
the middle of March 196872

A. No, sir. I don't, I was--

Q. (Interposing) Do you recall when you first learned
of such an operation?

A. The first time this was really brought to my atten-
tion has been within the past year, since this thing has come

to light.

Q. Well, now I'm not talking about what went on there

in detail--~
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A. (Interposing) Yes, sir.

Q. I'm talking about the operation. You certainly
must have known about the operation going on.

A. The overall operation--

Q. (Interposing) Five or six miles away from Quang
Ngai City? )
A. The overall operation, yes, sir. I remember about

the time that the 2d ROK Marine Brigade was moved out, and
Task Force Barker was placed in the area that they had pulied
out of.

Q. That was generally the area to the north of Quang
Ngai City?
A, Northeast.

Q. Yes, but there was a portion of the area extending

up across Son Tinh District that was still the AO of the 2d°
ARVN Division, was it not? .

A, A small area along the Song Tra Khuc, yes, sir.
Q. Do you recall that an AO extension was arranged for
Task Force Barker to permit its operations in the Son My Village

area?

A. I think this was done on more than one occasicn,
sir, but I couldn't really put my-—

Q. (Interposing) Well, if you will look behind you, you‘
have a large blowup map of the area just north of Quang Ngai City
as you'll recognize (Exhibit MAP-1).

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do yoﬁ recall any arrangements béing made with the

2d ARVN Division for an AO extension into the area that is
colored orange on that map (indicating)?

A, Yes, sir. I do recall that they did at one time
operate down as far as the Song Tra Khuc.

Q. Do you remember talk about operations in the Pink-
ville area, as I think it was sometimes referred to then?
(CROMWELL) 4 APP T-197
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A. Yes, sir.

Q. Now, there has been some indications that Colonel
ULSACKER and Colonel HUTTER had somewhat different approaches:
to their relationship with Colonel TOAN. At least, when Colo-
nel HUTTER came in, there was a necessary transition period.
Could you describe for us, as you observed it, the relation

of each of these officers to Colonel TOAN? Also, if you could
give us some feel of the relation of the province senior
advisor and his staff by just describing generally how you

and the advisors with the 2d ARVN Division were functioning
‘'with the province advisory team? :

A. All right, sir. Initially, when I arrived over
there, the district and province advisors were under the di-
vision headquarters team. This was changed sometime early
in 1968, at which time they then reported directly to their
headquarters at Danang, under the CORDS system.

Q. Could you £fix the time of that change? Remémbering
that Tet was--

A, (Interposing) Yes, sir.

Q. At the end of January 19687

A. Yes, sir, Sir, I would say in February or around

2 March, but I'm not real clear on that, sir. During the

time that Colonel ULSACKER was there the relationship among

the advisors at both the provinces, both Son Tinh and Quang
Ngai, were quite good. 1It's at that time the provinces were bro-
ken away from the division; there was some strained relationship
between some of the senior.advisors. It was felt that infor-
mation was not being passed in both directions as well as it
should be and it was put back to the fact that possibly it was
because of this turnover. The relationship of Colonel ULSACKER
~with the division commander was good in most instances. They
had problems occasionally, but things were able to be talked

out without any great difficulty. Colonel ULSACKER was & pusher
and he kept after the commander when he wanted something done.
If he felt that the commander wasn't accepting what he was
deing, he would pull back a little bit and wait a while and

push in again. It was quite effective. I think he accomplished
the things that he wanted done. At the time Colonel HUTTER

came in the=--

Q. (Interposing) Do you recall when that was?
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A. D-0-N-G, sir.

Q. Yes.

A. I couldn't give you his full name, sir.

0. I think we have that name. :
A. He departed for the Command and General Staff

School at Leavenworth. &An officer that I have not been
able to remember was there about 3 weeks prior to my depar-
ture, a new chief of staff.

0. » All right. Do you remember the G2 of the
division staff?

A. Again, sir, I remember the face. It would be
a Major--

Q.. (Interposing) Major PHO?

A. Major PHO, yes, sir.

0. You had contact with him from time to time?
A. Yes, sir. We normally attended briefings

every morning with him.

Q. His advisor, his counterpart, was Major EARLE?
Is that correct? : '

A. At the time, yes, sir.

Q. What can you tell us about the relations be-
tween your advisory team and Cclonel GUINN during this
period?

A. There were a number of joint-type operations
run between the district and portions of the division
troops, primarily the 4th Regiment. The local and pop-
ular force and the ARVN battalions were used in various
operations. At times, this was also tied to Americal
Division units. Normally these were planned with the
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commanders and advisors from the ARVN district forces and
the Americal if they were involved. I think, as best I
remember, there were no serious problems in these sessions.
There was some differences of opinion in how fast these
operations should go, but I think all was resolved before
the operation started.

Q. When did you have your briefings at 2d ARVN
Division? o '
A. Usually there was an advisor briefing at the

division headquarters at 0800. That was followed normally
about 0830 or 0845 by an ARVN briefing, the division com-
mander's briefing.

Q. Who would attend the first advisors' briefing?v

A, Usually the division staff advisors, most of the
special staff officers, the liaison officer from the Ameri-
cal Division, a representive for province, the various

Air Force-Army aviation personnel who were working with us.

Q. Who was the representive from province? Would
this vary from day to day?

A. It did. Normally it was the, what was known as

the deputy senior advisor, the number two advisor up there.
There were times when one of the majors were sent in; there
were probably times when no representive came at all.

Q. Well, Colonel GUINN sometimes attended these
briefings? N

A. Yes, sir. He came in occasionally.

Q. Who was the liaison with the Americal Division

during the spring of 1968?
A. There was a turnover during that period. Both

were artillery officers. Both were captains. One had a
German name, but I--
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Q. ‘(Interposing) What were the duties of the liaison
with the division? ’

A. His mission was to work in our tactial oper-

ations center to assist the Americal in clearing any problems
they were having in coordination with the ARVN operations.

He made trips prcbably four, five, six times a week up to

the Americal to bring any operation orders, this sort of thing.
Each morning he briefed our staff on the previous day's
operations from the Americal point of view and in return
reported back to them on our operations.

Q. Who would brief your group as to the activities
or operations of the 11lth Brigade? Would that be from the
division or from the brigade?

A. : No. This would funnel through the Americal
liaison officer. He would brief on all three brigade
operations, plus anything else that was going on.

Q. We have not previocusly had this liaison function
described to us. Just perchance, since I am very interested
in learning about this, was there any comparable liaison
with sector?

A. No, sir. Other than normal communication. There
was no liaison officer from division with sector or a full--
time sector man with division.

Q. Now, in connection with the operation of Task
Force Barker into the AOQ extention in Son My Village area,
do you have any recollection of the results of that oper-
ation, ever hearing about it; it's success or what was
accomplished?

A. No, sir, I don't. It would probably have come

to us as a part of a general briefing on all operations that
day. I have no recollection of a specific operation by Task
Force Barker or any of Task Forces Barker's.

Q. Actually, this operation consisted of two com-
panies, C/1/20 coming into one landing zone west of My Lai

(4) and B/4/3 coming into a second landing zone down to the
south or southeast of that position. The two companies
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moved in the course of the day towards the area to the
‘northeast, beneath the Song Diem Diem and laagered there
for the night. The operation continued the second day
with a swing down to the south and out along the coast
where you see Co Lay (1), Co Lay (2). That was unit of
Bravo Company, and Charlie Company went as far south as
My Khe (2) and then returned north and laagered at about
the landing zone of Bravo Company on the preceeding day.
Ultimately, Charlie Company was lifted out to the north
of there, back up in the vicinity of Song Diem Diem.
Meanwhile, you had A/3/1 in a blocking position on the
north side of Song Diem Diem. Does that in any way re-
fresh your recollection of this particular operation?

A. No, sixr, it doesn't. I don't recall ever
seeing either a plan or hearing of this particular
operation.

0. - Do you have any recollection of the results

of the operation? Actually the figures that were reported
KIA were the largest one-day total in the history, to that
time, of the 1lth Brigade.

A. ‘No,sir, I don't.

Q. Do you have any recollection, at all, of an .
operation of that magnitude being conducted in this period
of time in that area?

A, ' Not this specific thing, sir. I do recall that
a number were run in that area but--

Q. (Intexposing) Well, quite frankly, there was
nothing comparable to this, except this one operation.
There were operations in the area, but so far as the re-
ported results achieved, there was nothing comparable.

A, No, sir, I don't.

Q. Did you ever hear of a report being made by
the district chief of Son Tinh District to the province
chief of Quang Ngai with respect to what had taken place
in Son My Village area around the middle of March in
connection with an American operation?
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A. No, sir. I don't.

Q. . You ever remember hearing of a report having
been made by the district chief to the province chief
and this having come to the attention of Colonel TOAN
and Colonel TOAN bringing it to the attention of the
United States forces?

A. No, sir. I don't. As I recall, I have no
recollection of it ever being discussed in my presence
or having any of my staff people inform me of it.

Q. Maybe we can refresh your recollection, Colonel
CROMWELL. I would like for you to look at Exhibit M-34.

A. = All right, sir.

(Witness examines document.)

No, sir.
Q. Do you ever recall hearing of a report from the
Son My Village chief to the district chief of Son Tinh
District, as is referred to in Exhibit M-34?

A. No, sir. I haven't.

Q. You have any reccllection of hearing of
this communication from Lieutenant TAN to Colonel KHIEN?

A. " No, sir. I have not.

Q. You will notice that copies of this report--
Vietnamese is beneath the English translation--went to
2d ARVN Division headquarters and also to MACV, Quang
Ngai Sector. Who would MACV, Quang Ngai Sector be?

A, The sector is the old name for the province
staffs.

Q. This would be Colonel GUINN, would it not?
A. Possibly their tactical operations center,

but I couldn't really say, sir.
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Q. Well, he was the senior military man at prov-
ince, was he not? ‘

A, Yes, sir.

Q. You have no recollection of this being brought
to your attention at any time?

A. No, sir. I have not.

Q. Would it surprise you if this were brought

to the attention of your staff and you would not know
about it?

A, I think it would be very unlikely.

Q. Would it surprise you if this were mentioned
in one of your morning briefings and you did not know
about it?

a. It's possible, sir, but I don't feel that
it had been,

Q. I'd like now to show you Exhibit M-36, which
is a memorandum from Major PHO to the commanding general
of the 2d ARVN Division, dated 12 April 1968. You will
note that the Vietnamese is beneath the English transla-
tion and contains a handwritten notation, which the now
General TOAN has indentified as his handwritten notation.
You will find an English translation of that notation
appearing to the lower left of the English translation.

A. All right, sir.
(Witness examines the document.)

Q. Do you ever recall hearing of such a report
having been made to Colonel TOAN?

A. No, sir. I don't.

Q Or of the action belng taken that is reflected

in Colonel TOAN's note appearing on M-36?

A, No, sir. I don't.
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Q. Colonel CROMWELL, I show you Exhibit M-32
which is a message frou Colonel DONG, chief of staff, who
would be your counterpart, I belleve, directed to Quang
Ngali Sector. You will note that the Vietnamese again
appears beneath the English translation, :

(Witness examines document.)

Did your counterpart Colonel DONG ever discuss
this directive with you?

A. No, sir.

Q. In Exhibit M-36 one of the inclosures referred
. to by Major PHO in his memorandum to Colonel TOAN was a

piece of VC propaganda which would appear was picked up
from a broadcast. I would like you to read that and in-
guire if you ever recall hearing of that particular piece
of VC propaganda?

(Witness examines document as requested.)

You will note that the material appearing on
the first page and up to the top of the second page is
very similar to the generalized kind of VC propaganda.
As you come to the second page, the second paragraph,
you will note that the information becomes much more
specific. You ever remember hearing about that prior
to this time?

A. No, sir. )

Q. You ever remember Colonel DONG or Colonel TOAN
speaking to you about this?

A. ~ No, sir. I don't.

Q. Wouldn't it be highly unusual for your counter-

part to bring this to the attention of other U.S. personnel
and not inform you of what was going on?

A. Yes, sir, I would say it would. Normally we
were together a good part of each day. Most every thing
(CROMWELL) 13 ' APP T-197
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from the logistical to the operational things were
discussed. :

Q. . This concerns American forces, too?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. You're gquite sure that this doesn't ring

any bells at all? Your mind is a complete blank about
this? '

A. . Sir, I don't recall this at all.

Q. -Well, don't you remember General TOAN, or then
Colonel TOAN, meeting and talking to General KOSTER about
this at this time?

"A. General KOSTER visited the division probably
two or three times a week, sir. I was seldom present
during these meetings. They were confined only to the
two commanders and the senior advisors.

Q. . Well, now, this is right in the period of tran-
sition. Colonel HUTTER has just arrived on the scene.

A, Yes, sir.

Q. You were the one that Colonel TOAN is ac-
quainted with. You were the one. that is the bridge at
this time of changeover. Would that equally hold during
this particular period when a visit was being arranged

either by General YOUNG or General KOSTER, or Colonel
HENDERSON?

A. Yes, sir. This was quite true, sir. I
seldom attended these meetings unless the staff was
called in, even during the transition period. Colonel
TOAN and the American commanders were acquainted with
each other. At the time of the turnover I was not re-
quested by either Colonel ULSACKER or Colonel HUTTER to
attend the meetings. Normally, when I did attend these
functions, it was when the operations officers and
intelligence officers were also present. '
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Q. When Colonel HENDERSON or someone from division
came down to see Colonel TOAN, I assume you would be ad-
vised that they were cuming in and asked to get a jeep out
to the landing pad?

A. Yes, normally. It would come into the TOC. If
the Americal liaison officer was not there with his vehicle,
then we would send someone out.

Q. You have no recollection of any meetings which
you arranged or knew of the arrangments for at this time
of General KOSTER or General YCUNG or Colonel HENDERSON
with Colonel TOAN?

A. These were frequent, sir, any particular one,

no. We had usually one of the Americal commanders in the
area almost every day, either a battalion commander, brigade
commander, or someone from the division staff, or the di-
vision commander himself.

Q. I'd like you to think very hard about your
briefing sessions back around this time, and think about
a report being made at one of your briefing se351ons by
Colonel GUINN regarding this operation?

A, No, sir. I can remember him being in attendance
probably, during the period I was there, not over four or
five times, but as far as a report on an operation, I don't
recall.

Q. I gather from what you say that it was a bit
of an event if he did attend?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. And it would be even more of an event if the

subject of his briefing, in coming to your meeting, was
to tell you about a report that had been made from the
district chief to the prov1nce chief, which he had re-
ceived?

A, Normally, when there were problems, Colonel
GUINN, regardless of the time of day come directly to the
senior advisor's office. It wouldn't seem to me that
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something like this would be covered in a briefing in the
morning and not taken straight to the senior advisor. Most
operations were set up with the senior advisor and the
commanders involved. Normally, our morning briefing were
things that were in progress, not things coming up. We
had security problems in the area and--

Q. (Interposing) Well, do you have any recol-
lection of such a thing occurring perhaps in a special
briefing session with a more limited group present?

A, No, sir. I don't.

Q. Isn't it very surprising that your team G2
advisor would talk to his counterpart about something
that you were completely ignorant of? Something of
this importance?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Major EARLE remembers talking to Major PHO about
this. But you have absolutely no recollection. Think hard,
please, because this is important. There is a further devel-
opment of this story, and other people are involved. This
information was passed along and it frankly defies belief:
that you were not in some way brought in and given the infor-
mation. Now, under all the circumstances of the time, it's
quite understandable that other things may have been front
and center on a particular day, but we do want you to think
very hard, because we're trying to piece this together. We've
got an awful lot of the story, and I have not been addressing
my questions to you out of speculation. This is a subject
matter that came to the attention of people, and there is a
further examination of it. I'm very anxious for you to pause
and think. This goes back, as we realize, for a period of

22 months, but we have enough of the pieces together that

we would find it very striking and very surprising if some-
where along the way you were not told at least a part of
this. :

A, I have given this a lot of thought, sir, since
I was called last week.
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Q. I don't think you had the benefit of some of
the things that I've been showing you this afternoon.

A, No, sir. But I have tried to go back over
everything that I can recall through that period, and with
the specific questions you have asked me, I do not recall
this being brought to my attention.

Q. Well, do you have any recollection of hearing
that an investigation had been directed by the Americal
Division of this incident?

A. No, sir. No, sir, I have no knowledge of it.

Q. You have any recollection of Colonel HENDERSON
coming and seeking information from your team in this re-
gard?

A. ~ No, sir. Colonel HENDERSON visited us on
several occasions. I do not recall other than his coordi-
nation on the operations that were being set up.

Q. I show you Exhibit M-30 which is a statement
dated 14 April 1968. You will find a more legible copy
underneath. '

(Witness examines document.)

Do you recall Captain Angel RODRIGUEZ, who was the
assistant district advisor at Son Tinh?

A. No, sir, I don't.

Q. Do you remember who the district advisor at
Son Tinh was?

A, I don't recall his name. He was a major who
extended his tour, and I think about that time was pro-

-moted to lieutenant colcnel. He was an artillery officer
and——

Q. Major GAVIN. Was that his name?
(CROMWELL) 17 APP T—l9§

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

A, Yes, sir.

Q. Now Lieutenant Colonél GAVIN? ’

A. Yes, sir.

Q.. " Do you remembexr his assisﬁant, a Captain.RODRiGUEZ?
A, | No, sir. I do not.

Q. Do you have any recdilection of seéing this state-

ment of 14 April 1968, before today or hearing about it, or
hearing about its preparation from Colonel GUINN or from any
member of your staff?

A. No, six. No sir, I do not recall.

Q. Colonel CROMWELL, I now show you Exhibit R-1,
which is a report of investigation dated 24 April 1968. You
will note that it has two inclosures. I'd like you to exam-
ine the document and ask you if that in any way refreshes
your recollection as to your knowledge of events regarding an
investigation in April of 19682

(Witness examines document.)

A. The second inclosure is this--

Q. (Interposing) A piece of VC propagaﬁda.

A. Is this similar to the one that we examined before?
Q. If you look again at the top of the second page

you'll find the factual paragraph or the specificity there.
Actually, the two translations differ somewhat in text but
there is the same general arrangement of the matter and the
same location of the paragraph with the specifics in it. 1In
the covering report of the investigation of 24 April, I would
like particularly to call your attention to the sentence,
"This message was given to this headquarters by the commanding
Officer; 2d ARVN Division on or about 17 April 1968 as a matter
of information." Does any part of this Exhibit R-1, with the
specific reference in the 24 April report, in any way refresh
your recollection of what was furnished to Colcnel HENDERSON
in April of 1968?

(CROMWELL) 18 APP T-197

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

30 320



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

A. ' No, sir.
Q. Did you know Colonel BLACKLEDGE?
A. No, sir. I don't know the man's name or face

at this moment.

Q. You recall the members of Colonel HENDERSON's
staff in the 1llth Brigade? Do you remember any of his staff
personnel, senior staff?

A. I remember an S1. I remember meeting his S3, but
I recall nothing about their appearance or their names right
now.

Q. Do you recall that the S3 was Colonel MCKNIGHT?

A. " Colonel MCKNIGHT; I couldn't tie the two to-
gether, sir.

Q. Can you recall that his 52 was Colonel BLACKLEDGE?
A.. No, sir. I don't.

Q. You have no recollection of any dealings with

him at any time?
A, No, sir. I believe that I made one trip down to
the 11lth Brigade headquarters and we visited with S1. The
remainder of the people were, I believe, on an operation at
that time. They may have been in the division headquarters,
but I don't recall names or faces.
Q. Colonel CROMWELL, I show you Exhibit M-35 and
ask you if you have ever seen it or a comparable piece of
VC propaganda?

(Witness examines document.,)

A. No, sir. I don't recall seeing it.
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- Q. : Did you ever hear the ARVN were conducting an
investigation with respect to what had taken place in an
operation in Son My Village in March of 19682

(Witness shakes head in the negative.)

‘What day in June did you actually leave your post
at 2d ARVN Division?

A. I departed from Vietnam in June, sir. I believe
I was in Saigon out processing for 3 days, sir. Backing

- off from 1l June, I'd say I probably left, and I did spend a
full day in Danang, I would say I left probably 24 or 25 May.

Q. After returning to the United States, did you at
any time receive inguiries or discuss with anyone what had
occurred in the Son My area in March of 19687

A, No, sir.

Q. ’ Have you in the course of the recent weeks, since
this matter became a subject of public discussion and in the
news media, have you had any conversations with people asso-
ciated with the 2d ARVN Division or members of the advisory
teams or any of province or districts teams or any one in the
Americal Division and its various units?

A, No, sir. I'm in rather isolated assignment right
now in the city of Cincinnati,; and I have nc contact with
former team members or any other people. I exchange Christmas
cards normally with Colonel ULSACKER and some of the other
pecple that I knew for some period of time, but other than
that, I don't recall having seen anyone from my tour of duty
over there.

Q. Have you any explanation how all of these things
could have been going on right in your immediate presence in
March and April of 1968 and your having, today, no recol-
lection of any of this?

A. Sir, I would give you the facts if I could, but

I do not recall a discussion on any of these things. There
may have been briefings on it, but it did not strike me and

I do not recall. I do not recall discussing it with either
my ARVN counterpart or any of the people of the division staff
on this.
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Q. Any recollection of a discussioﬁ with Colonel GUINN?
A.  No,